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“Service is the rent we pay 

for our room on earth.” 
 

Have you ever heard this quote before? It 

seems a lot of people have said it over the 

years, including Muhammed Ali and Zig Ziglar.  

But as far as I can find, nobody really knows 

where it came from. 

It may have first been seen above the door-

way of a hospital in India. In November 1917, 

The American Journal of Nursing, pg. 167, 

said that Emma Vernon, the president, ex-

tended a greeting to the visiting nurses basing 

her remarks on the term “service,” that she 

drew from this quote she had seen herself 

above that doorway. 

The quote was later adopted and used by the 

organization known as Toc H, a society started 

by British servicemen during the 1st World 

War. Lord Halifax, a former British Ambassa-

dor to the U.S., remembered these words and 

added his comments to them: 

“We have been too much inclined to let our 

thoughts rest upon what we judge to be our 

rights, without giving equal weight to the 

recognition of our duties. But in these words 

the balance is set right, and the claim is made 

on every one of us to serve our fellows. There 

is no room in the modern world for easy indif-

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
Pastor Mike Cline 

 (cont’d. on pg. 3) 

CALENDAR 

Mar. 2 Cub Scout Pack Mtg. 

Mar. 3 Trustees 

Mar. 7 District Pinewood Derby 

Mar. 9 Administrative Board 

Mar. 16-20 Pastor on vacation 

 Spring Break for schools 

Mar. 17 XYZ 

Mar. 18 Master’s Chefs 

Mar. 24 Martha Ministries 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

8:45 am The Gathering 

 Comfortable and casual 

 Kid friendly 

 Sing with the Praise Band 

 Meets in the Gathering Hall 

9:45 am Sunday School 

 Classes for all ages 

 Meet in Education Building 

10:45 am Traditional Worship 

 Service with Chancel Choir 

 Meets in the Sanctuary 

www.facebook.com/tennisonumc 

www.facebook.com/tennison umc youth 

www.tennisonumc.org 

http://www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
http://www.facebook.com/tennison%20umc%20youth
http://www.tennisonumc.org
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SERVING OTHERS 
 

Ramps Open Doors 

Trapped. That’s how many of our neighbors 

feel without a secure ramp to get in and out of 

the house. Unable to leave their homes safely, 

they become more isolated and often have to 

cancel their doctor appointments. Tennison’s 

volunteer crew tackles even the most difficult 

and lengthy ramp projects to open doors for 

those in need in our community. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Lucretia Alexander 

April 8, 1936 — February 20, 2020 

 

Lucretia Nan Ringgold 
Alexander, 83, of Mt. 
Pleasant, TX, passed 
away Feb. 20, 2020.   

Lucretia was born in New 
Orleans, LA on April 8, 
1936.  She moved with 
her parents to Mt. Pleas-

ant in 1944 and attended local schools. In 
Sept. 1953, she married Claude Alexander, 
Jr. She lived and worked in Dallas while 
Claude attended Texas A&M University, and 
then lived in Germany for two years while 
Claude served in the U. S. Army. 

Lucretia was the proud mother of two 
daughters, Lisa and Claudia.  As the girls 
were growing up, she worked primarily as a 
bookkeeper in several local businesses, in-
cluding Waggoner-Hord Ford, Montgomery 
Ward, Dr. Pepper Bottling Company and 
Tennison Memorial UMC.   

She was also active in PTA, Girl Scouts and 
United Methodist Women.  For over 50 
years, one of her favorite activities was 
serving as class reunion coordinator for her 
MPHS Class of 1953.  Lucretia was a be-
loved Mimi to her granddaughters, Lauren 
and Rachel Werline, as well as a devoted 
caregiver and friend to Richie and Conoly 
Witherspoon. 

Her parents, siblings and husband preceded 
her in death.  She is survived by daughters 
and sons-in-law, Lisa and Robert Werline of 
Granbury, TX, and Claudia Alexander and 
Stephen Johnson of Dallas, TX; grand-
daughter and spouse, Lauren and Derek Eg-
gert; granddaughter, Rachel Werline; great 
grandchildren, Hudson and Addison Eg-
gert.  Other survivors include her brothers 
and sisters-in-law, Bobby and June Alexan-
der, Thomas and Nancy Alexander and Ma-
rianne Casey; nephews Bobby Alexander, 
Jr., Chris Alexander, Todd Alexander and 
Greg Casey, and niece, Jill Tucker, as well 
as extended family and many friends. 

The family requests that memorial gifts be 
made to the Friends of the Mt. Pleasant 
Public Library, NTCC Foundation or other 
local charity. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER 

Addie Mellody grew up in Greenville and was 

used to driving to Dallas for shopping. She 

never thought she’d live in east Texas, but now 

she loves it. She and her husband, Don, (now 

deceased) moved to Mt. 

Pleasant in 1985 with their 

two chil- dren, Laura and 

Michael.  

Addie used her degree in 

social work to build a career 

in nursing homes and hos-

pice care. 

Now that she is retired, 

she is happy to participate in 

Tennison’s activities when she is invited. She 

helps with the Annie Sims Kids program of af-

ter-school care and is considering several other 

church programs.  

She says that she looks forward to coming to 

church just as much as we look forward to see-

ing her. 

Addie Mellody 
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ference to the world’s needs: we are all our 

‘brother’s keeper.’” 

Now, another quote: 

“To see a world in a grain of sand, 

And heaven in a wild flower, 

Hold infinity in the palm of your hand, 

And eternity in an hour.”  

 - William Blake 

 

Sir Harold Spencer Jones was Britain’s royal as-

tronomer long ago. He loved these lines from 

Blake because, as he said, “they describe more 

vividly than any others I know, the power of im-

agination.” But, he also said, “it is a penalty of our 

modern civilization that routine, example and pre-

cept, by which our lives are so much ordered, 

tend to warp the free play of the imagination.” 

These words are wise, and they can be applied to 

many Christians. Perhaps our greatest challenge 

in Christianity rests in our inability to tap into the 

limitless love of God, and actually see it in our 

lives. 

We’ve grown accustomed to letting others supply 

us with our vision. Somehow, we allowed what 

God offers us to fade away into the background. 

We stopped reading the Bible, and in the process, 

we forgot that God is involved in this life and 

world. 

Do you know what one of the most amazing ways 

to see God is? Serving others. I did a casual 

search and found that the variations of that word 

“serve” are in the Bible over 1,400 times. Serving 

is a gift to us that we fail to claim far too often. 

Colossians 1:17 says: 

“He himself is before all 
things, and in him all things 
hold together.” 

 

Can you see Him? 

 — Mike 

 

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 
 

Let's say a BIG THANK YOU to our chil-

dren's Sunday school teachers. 

Mollie Means teaches the 3rd-5th grade 

and Sara Russell teaches pre-k thru 2nd. 

I want to give a shout out to Esther Oko-

lo for volunteering to help with Sunday 

school! It makes a huge difference. 

Think back to when you were a kid. I bet 

there is at least one person who stands 

out in your memory and is a large part 

of why you still come as an adult. 

I attended many small country churches 

as a kid. In Arp, my Sunday school 

teacher brought AbraCaBubbles as a re-

ward for bible verse memorization. In 

Orange, Mrs. Elise hand-embroidered a 

table cloth and napkins as a wedding 

present for me even though I hadn't 

been to that church in seven years. Mr. 

Bob and Mrs. Maxine took us back-to-

school clothes shopping one year. These 

people made an impact on my life. With-

out a doubt, my life would have played 

out differently without their influence. 

I really need to have another person 

with me on Wednesday nights during our 

kids bible study from 6-7pm. Currently, I 

have the kids split into two groups, preK

-1st and 2nd-5th. I can split my atten-

tion between both groups, but it isn't the 

best we can do as a church. 

I want our children to have bible memo-

rization, singing, games and activities to 

reinforce what we are learning. With a 

span of ages from 4-10 years, it is 

mighty challenging to do on my own. If 

you don't want to teach, just show up 

and be a loving presence who listens to 

the thoughts and concerns of the kids. 

Please pour your love into our kids be-

cause they can see your sacrifice and it 

means all the more to them later in life. 

Your Children's Director, 

Mrs. Corey 

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.) 
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YOUTH 

 

There’s a lot coming to Tennison Youth. 

The weekend of February 28th - March 1st, I will 

be serving as assistant director of Ignite Retreat 

at Lakeview in Palestine and I am bringing four 

students with me. This retreat is intended to spark 

something in the students’ faith. It is full of fel-

lowship with others and Christ, and sets a founda-

tion for the students’ faith. 

This summer, June 14-20, we will go backpacking 

in the Gila Wilderness. Ever since my first back-

packing trip with Mike, I have a new appreciation 

for nature (and indoor plumbing). These students 

will get to see and experience something that only 

a few people will get to. 

UMARMY is another excellent opportunity to give 

back. This year we will go to Lake Charles, LA 

from June 28 - July 3. I have two open spots for 

students and one open spot for an adult. If you 

are interested in attending or want more info, 

don’t hesitate to reach out. 

 

MTLBYAKY,  

Liz Sanders 

Director of Youth Ministry 

903-305-0900 

Elizabeth.c.sanders@ttu.edu 

 

BAPTISM 

Cameron Lynn Strube was baptized Feb. 

23, 2020 into Tennison’s family. 

She and her parents, Ramsey and 

Heather, have strong connections to Ten-

nison. Ray Strube is Cameron’s grandfa-

ther and Joyce W. Roach is her great 

grandmother. Cameron’s middle name, 

Lynn, honors Ramsey’s late mother, Cin-

dy Lynn Roach Strube. 

Cameron was born May 20, 2019 at Titus 

Regional Medical Center. Her big brother, 

Charlie, age 3, attended her baptism. He 

was baptized at Tennison in June 2016. 

ACOLYTE TRAINING 

Acolyte training was provided on Feb. 16 

for Luke and Bethani Nichols, Ethan and 

Harmony Guest, and Tayler Russell. Katie 

McGregor and Leah Schmitt also plan to 

serve and will be trained later. 

The word “acolyte” comes from Greek 

and means follower, helper, or assistant.  

Acolytes carry the light into the worship 

service as a symbol of Jesus coming into 

the presence of the worshiping communi-

ty. Two candles placed on the Lord’s ta-

ble remind us that Jesus is both human 

and divine. 

At the end of the worship service, the 

light is carried into the world to show 

that Jesus Christ is for all people every-

where and Christ goes with us into the 

world where we serve as his living body. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

The 2020 Confirmation Class members are:  Eli-

jah Mills, Taylor Russell, Izzy Price, Ethan Guest, 

Harmony Guest, Melody Guest, Katie McGregor, 

Bethani Nichols, and Daniel Sunderland. 

The class provides a basic understanding of what 

it means to be a Christian. Rev. Mike Cline leads 

the students in looking at who God is, who 

Christ is, who the Holy Spirit is. Various key con-

cepts of Christianity are discussed such as: sin, 

church, grace, evil, forgiveness, bible, sacra-

ments, creation, sanctification, eternal life and a 

few more if time allows. 

The class leads up to Confirmation Sunday which 

will be set by the Worship Committee. On that 

day the students will all join the church and pro-

fess their faith in Christ. If they are not already 

baptized, that will also take place. 

Cameron Lynn Strube celebrated her baptism with 

mom Heather, great grandmother Joyce W. Roach, 

and dad Ramsey. 
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CONTACT US 
 

Church office: (903)572-5341 
Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 
 

Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30, closed for lunch 12-1 
Closed on Fridays 
 

Pastor: Mike Cline, pastor@tennisonumc.org 
Administrative Assistant: Melissa Pearson,  
  admin@tennisonumc.org 
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, finance@tennisonumc.org 
Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org 
Children’s Director: Corey Mills, children@tennisonumc.org 

ANNIVERSARIES 

SPRINGSTEAD, Ric & Beverley 

(41 years on 3/14) 

WARD, Monty & Candy 

(31 years on 03/18) 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

REED, Jack 3/01 

BEASON, Jerry 3/05 

HILL, Patsy 3/08 

REED, Marian 3/09 

WARD, Audrey 3/13 

MILLS, Amelia 3/15 

MORRISON, Patsy 3/15 

ROLF, Debbie 3/16 

MCDANIEL, Matthew 3/18 

GUEST, Ethan 3/20 

DURRUM, Carol 3/21 

PETERS, Dave 3/21 

GRISSOM, Karla 3/23 

PRICE, Bekah 3/26 

WELBORN, Nancy 3/28 

HARTSFIELD, Althea 3/30 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

Feb. 2 111 

Feb. 9 136 

Feb. 16 125 

Feb. 23 138 

Feb. 26 84 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

Margaret Thigpen, Patsy Hill, Skip Hughes, Ricky Jen-

nings, John Meadows, Jack Greenlee, Shirley Ann Bow-

ers, Harold Sanders, Bob Dunegan, Jeani Guest, San-

dra Hargrove, Randy Hodge, Kathy Huffman, Galand 

Nuchols, Jerene Sarratt, Socorro Sausedo, Chris Shel-

ton, Melba Spann 

Confined to Home: Judy Barry, Patsy Morrison, Bob 

Nuchols 

Military: Jeff Cody, Nicklaus Kirkham, Christopher 

Inter-Church Prayer Meetings 

All are invited to the participate in inter-church prayer 

meetings held the third Thursday of each month at 10 

am. The next meetings are: 

Mar. 19, St. Mark’s Episcopal, 205 E. Pecan 

April 16, St. Andrew’s Methodist, 2019 E. Edwards 

May 21, St. Michael’s Catholic, 1403 E. First St. 

June 18, Calvary Chapel, 411 N. Van Buren 

Easier Online Giving 

Our webpage and app for online giving now include op-

tions for youth ministry, communion offerings, com-

munity outreach, and other specific funds. 

Drive That Bus! 

If you have a CDL with a Passenger Endorsement or 

you are willing to get one, please let the church office 

know. We are looking for volunteer bus drivers to take 

groups of any age to camps and outings. 

Easter Lily Orders 

Easter lilies will be offered as a joyful way to remember 

loved ones during our Easter Sunday service, April 12. 

Lilies can be taken home after the service. Each lily will 

cost $15 and may be ordered from the church office. 


