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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Pastor Mike Cline
Easter is coming. It will not be the same this year.
We will not be in church the same way we have for
many years. Holy Week will be different, too. I am
imagining that there are a lot of questions about
such a time as this. Here are my Easter thoughts.
The Church doesn’t ever close. YOU are the
Church and every single day is Easter. I’m watching as you care for each other, check on each other, calm each other, and pray for our world. This is
being the Church. I’m watching you learn new
things so we can stay connected. But these are
strange times. What else can we do? How can we
be the Church in such conditions? Well, first I want
you to hear from a hero of our faith – Martin Luther – and what he said about the Bubonic plague,
which tore through his world late in his life - 1527.
"I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I
shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer
medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order
not to become contaminated and thus perchance
inflict and pollute others and so cause their death
as a result of my negligence. If my neighbor needs
me however, I shall not avoid place or person but
will go freely as stated above. See this is such a
God-fearing faith because it is neither brash nor
foolhardy and does not tempt God."
Luther wanted to serve his neighbor. His heart for
God did not change because of the conditions that
happened in his day. We can do the same! It was
in fact, during this time he wrote one of his most
famous hymns: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.”
Please notice these words, they are amazing.
(cont’d. on pg. 3)
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April 5

Palm Sunday

April 9

Holy Thursday

April 10

Good Friday

April 12

Easter

In-person worship services and meetings are canceled until further notice
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

STAY IN TOUCH
Please look for recorded sermons and
messages on email, Facebook and on
the church website.
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
www.tennisonumc.org
Youth can find out the latest news
and keep in contact with our Youth
Director at:
www.facebook.com/tennison
umc youth
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SERVING OTHERS
MARTHA MINISTRIES
Martha Ministries was formed at Tennison to bring female church members together after the
United Methodist Women organization was dissolved along with its ability to raise money for the
ministries they supported. The group is named for Martha, sister of Mary and Lazarus, who is
remembered in the books of Luke and John as doing practical things.
Did you know the group awarded its 35th college scholarship to a female student at NTCC? This
year’s recipient is a business administration major with a part-time job at Guaranty Bank. She
is the first in her family to attend college with help from our $500 scholarship and plans to continue her college career at Commerce to later become a bilingual personal banker.
Did you know the group has been hosting the Senior Western Banquet since 1941 with the exception of one year
which was cancelled during WW II? The 79th banquet was
scheduled for April 27th in the TMAC but has been postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This banquet is centered on fun, food, and fellowship for graduating seniors
from Mt. Pleasant High School and Chapel Hill High School.
Meals for bereaved families is another special ministry where
arrangements are made with families to host a meal or reception before or after a funeral.
NTCC’s Wesley Foundation benefits from another ministry
centered on fun, food and fellowship — Taco Tuesdays.
Twice a year, Martha Ministries provides tacos and builds
friendships to encourage young Christians.
Once a month, Master’s Chef volunteers
are busy preparing delicious meals to deliver to Tennison’s members who are unable to attend church due to ill health.
Throughout the year, the Card Ministry
reaches out to church members through
heartfelt cards and messages.
You can see that Martha Ministries not only supports the community but takes care
of the members of Tennison in several
practical ways. Your financial gifts to Martha Ministries are greatly appreciated.
There are no longer the fundraising activities that the UMW used to put on in order
to earn money for these ministries.
God bless your thoughtfulness and generous support.
— Dorothy McCarver

1 Peter 4:10 – As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good
stewards of God’s varied grace.
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

Psalm 46 is the inspiration for this hymn, especially the first two verses. Luther knew that God
is who we need whatever the circumstance.
“A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never
failing; Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal
ills prevailing. Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, were not the
right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own
choosing. You ask who that may be? Christ Jesus,
it is he; Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age
the same; and he must win the battle.”
What if we share this same news with people we
see? What if we act calmly, responsibly, and at
the same time encourage others to see God in
our midst?
This world hurts every day. This world is broken
every day. This world needs the hope and mercy
that comes with Easter every day, regardless of
this virus.

A note to the children of Tennison:
Hey, friends! I just wanted to take a minute to let you know how much I miss you
guys on Sundays and Wednesdays!
It seems like we have been in our homes
for a long time, but we are doing our part
to keep people from getting sick.
In your free time, there are many things
you can do to stay connected to God. I will
be sharing some of these ways and a few
crafts you can do at home on our church
Facebook page over the next few weeks.
Love and
blessings,
Mrs. Corey

The Church is alive, and it is us! Perhaps more
alive right now than I’ve seen in my lifetime. If
we were sitting in the pews, we might forget to
show the world what Easter is. And if we were sitting in the pews, we would no doubt hear again
the great story of how God entered our world to
save it. But now we have a world class opportunity to SHOW this truth!
Let’s be that Church. Let’s be the Church God
called us to be.
—Mike
Patsy Morrison
was the center
of attention on
March 15 when
she celebrated
her 90th birthday
in Tennison’s
Gathering Hall.
Her daughter,
Dianne McNeal,
and granddaughter, Emily
Scoville, planned
the party and
shared many
hugs.

A note to the parents:
Now, parents — your 5th grade or under
kiddo should have received a letter from
me. If they didn't, please let me know. I
don't want to miss anyone!
Also, keep an eye on Facebook for some
fun videos meant for your kids. There will
be Kids Bible Study, arts & crafts, and
some extra videos. You can text
903.746.5484 or you can send me an
email at children@tennisonumc.org.
I appreciate every second I get to spend
with your kids and cannot wait until we
are able to meet in person once again.
Your Children's Director,
Mrs. Corey
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IN MEMORIAM
Johnnie Lee Strother, formerly of Mt. Pleasant, TX and a resident of Hockley, TX at the
time of her death, died on March 24, 2020.
She was born on April 13, 1927.
She is survived by her daughter and son-inlaw, Karen Strother Acree and Randy Acree,
her granddaughter, Caitlin Acree, and several
nephews and a niece. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Jud D. (Jack) Strother,
her parents, Minnie Lee Tipps and Johnny
Lee, and her sister, Jeffie Cox.
Mrs. Strother lived most of her life in Mt.
Pleasant where she was a founding member
of St. Andrew United Methodist Church.

Cub Scout champs from Tennison’s Pack 6034 had
success with Pinewood Derby cars they made
themselves and raced on a track in the TMAC on
March 7 at the White Oak District meet.

YOUTH
How do we keep students spiritually engaged
when our church doors are locked?
It’s important now more than ever that we are
able to reach students in the midst of the
COVID-19 crisis. Our church doors are closed
but it doesn’t mean that we aren’t having
church. Life goes on, and so does our Youth
Ministry at Tennison.
Technology that was once considered a nuisance is now our ministry’s best friend.

I am working hard on designing a website that
is user friendly and provides the latest updates
so our students and parents know what is going on. We are utilizing every outlet possible
to keep our students spiritually filled during
this hectic time.
I never imagined a time where I wouldn’t be
able to go to church on Easter Sunday, let
alone every Sunday in between. I pray everyone stays safe and healthy during this time
and eventually we will return to normal.
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Following their retirement, Johnnie and Jack
traveled and enjoyed their life together. Following Jack’s death, Johnnie spent many
years joyfully caring for her granddaughter.

Be Our Guest

In the next few weeks at Tennison, our youth
will meet virtually online via Zoom and continue our series on Lent.

Liz Sanders, Director of Youth Ministry
903-305-0900
elizabeth.c.sanders@ttu.edu

She had a long-term career as a banker in
various roles at First National Bank, retiring
after several mergers. She was a member
and officer of various civic organizations over
the years, including Business & Professional
Women, and she worked with several local
charities after her retirement.

Felicity Westelle
Guest was born
March 10, 2020
at Titus Regional
Medical Center
in Mt. Pleasant,
TX.

She weighed 7
lbs. 2 oz. and
was 18 inches long upon arrival.
Felicity is the seventh child in the family of
Charlie and Jeani Guest. Their other children
are Ethan (15), Melody (12), Harmony (10),
twins Bethany and Charity (5) and Jesse (2).
Her mom explains that Felicity’s first name
means “unexpected joy” and Westelle is in
memory of Jeani’s great-grandmother, her
Mamaw, who helped raise her.
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BUILDING JOY

ANNIVERSARIES

Tom Nuchols and his volunteer crew had the joyful experience of building a wheelchair ramp for a little girl
with spina bifida. This birth defect occurs when the
spine and spinal cord don't form properly.
Three-year old Emma Waldrum scooted down her new
ramp like a racecar driver with her purple walker. Enjoy watching the video at https://www.facebook.com/
tennisonumc/videos/206848560379444/ and be sure
to thank our volunteers for helping her.

TAYLOR, Pat & Leigh (40)

04/12

MCCLELLAN, Bill & Linda (29) 04/20

BIRTHDAYS
ROLF, Garry

04/03

TURNER, Betty

04/03

TAYLOR, Brooke

04/04

WHITE, Brandi

04/04

THIGPEN, Margaret

04/07

ROACH, Joyce

04/08

SANDERS, Liz

04/12

WELCH, Wes

04/12

BARKOW, Chuck

04/13

NOBLE, Jim

04/16

MILLS, David

04/18

NELSON, Karen

04/19

WITHERSPOON, Conoly

04/20

PRAYERS NEEDED

YANCEY, Harrison

04/20

George and Karma Ross, Skip Hughes, Debbie Thompson, Sue Sandlin, Shirley Fagan, Kathy Hunt, Margaret
Thigpen, Patsy Hill, Ricky Jennings, John Meadows,
Jack Greenlee, Shirley Ann Bowers, Harold Sanders,
Bob Dunegan, Jeani Guest, Sandra Hargrove, Randy
Hodge, Kathy Huffman, Galand Nuchols, Jerene Sarratt, Socorro Sausedo, Chris Shelton, Melba Spann
Confined to Home: Judy Barry, Patsy Morrison, Bob
Nuchols
Military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christopher Manchigiah,
Charles Moler

CLAY, Jerry

04/21

NICHOLS, Brian

04/21

NICHOLS, Luke

04/23

GUEST, Melody

04/25

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Mar. 1

111

Mar. 8

109

CONTACT US

Mar. 15

100

Church office: (903)572-5341
Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456

Mar. 22

760

Mar. 29

379

Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30, closed for lunch 12-1
Closed on Fridays
Pastor: Mike Cline, pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Secretary: Melissa Pearson,
admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills, children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders, elizabeth.c.sanders@ttu.edu
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Sermons delivered through Facebook on March 22 and 29 proved
popular. The large number of unique
viewers gave many non-members a
chance to hear good news just as
we normally do in our sanctuary.
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