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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

May 10
May 25

Pastor Mike Cline
Do you remember the NBC journalist Tim Russert?
He worked his way up to high levels at NBC. Tim
was Catholic, and he even got to meet the Pope at
one time.

Mother’s Day
Memorial Day

WHEN WILL WE MEET?
Mike is watching communications daily
from our bishop, the state of Texas, and
our local authorities.
Our bishop urges all churches to remain
in ONLINE mode until June 1st. Mike anticipates us opening back up by June 1st,
but urges caution on that date, due to
the unpredictable nature of this virus.
The most important thing is keeping everyone safe. When we do reopen, we will
have several changes in place to keep us
safe.

Journalist Tim Russert, moderator of “Meet the Press” TV show.

Tim died back in 2008, but in the year 2000 he
gave the commencement address at Niagara University. What he said was important and I think
it’s worth sharing a part of it.

He said, “My dad was a truck driver and a sanitation man … He worked two jobs for 37 years. And
he never complained. And that was after he
helped win WWII. That is the story of his generation.”
“He never graduated from high school, but he
taught me more by his example, by his hard work,
by his basic decency; he taught me the true lessons of life. And it is your grandparents and your
parents who defended this country, who built this

Be watching for more information on
these changes in the coming weeks. Everyone stay safe and PLEASE let us know
if you need help!

STAY IN TOUCH
Please look for worship videos, posts
and messages on email, YouTube, Facebook and on the church website.
www.youtube.com
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
www.tennisonumc.org
Youth can find out the latest news
and keep in contact with our Youth
Director at:
facebook.com/tennisonyouth

(cont’d. on pg. 3)
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SERVING OTHERS
3D Printed Masks Protect Lives
Charlie Guest and Greenhill and Bridges Chapel Methodist pastor Matthew Davis are teaming up
to create protective masks for healthcare workers, businesses and individuals during the COVID
-19 pandemic. With the help of an uncle of Matthew’s, 3D image files were attained, and Charlie began experimenting using the 3D printer he received as a Christmas gift from his wife,
Jeani.
With a successful prototype in hand, Charlie approached Tennison’s trustees and requested
$1,000 from the Mt. Pleasant Community Fund which the Trustees administer. The request was
granted and provided the funds to purchase three more 3D printers. Matthew secured an additional $2,500 from the Moody Foundation and other donations have come in totaling approximately $3,700 in funds raised thus far in support of this project.
With these donations, additional printers have
been purchased to increase yield to a point
where requests can be fulfilled in a timely
manner. Filament, which is the consumable
plastic used to make these masks, is also being purchased as needed to keep the printers
running.
Dr. Matkin and others have requested the 3D
masks. The masks have the advantage of being able to be sterilized and reused. This is a
feature that gives much greater protection to
the wearer than a cloth or paper mask. The
front of each mask has a space for a removable filter which can be made from a highCharlie Guest demonstrates a face mask he printed.
quality vacuum cleaner bag or to extend the
life of a N95 mask. The functional life of a traditional N95 mask can be extended up to six uses.
Once the need for PPE production has passed, surplus printers will be donated to local schools
and homeschools for educational use. This is a great example of using technology and compassion in the service of others.

This 3D printed face mask has a removable filter grid to allow the user to replace the filter material.
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From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

country, who brought you into this world with
a chance to live the American dream. Will
your generation do as much for your children?”
“…please, do this world one small favor. Remember the people struggling alongside you
and below you, the people who haven’t had
the same opportunity, the same blessing, the
same education.”
“No matter what profession you choose, you
must try, even in the smallest ways, to improve the quality of life of the children in our
country.”
“We can build more prisons and put more police on the streets, and we will. But unless we
instill in our young the most basic skills and
cultural values, we will be a very different society in the next century. We must motivate,
inspire – yes, insist that they truly love and
respect one another.”
“But while we are trying to change behavior,
we cannot forget those who have not been
reached. We must teach children that they
are never, never entitled, but they are always, always loved. Liberals call it doing
good; conservatives call it enlightened selfinterest.”

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS
Top 7 Life Concerns
1-Financing the future/savings/retirement
2-Day-to-day financial matters
3-Losing weight/diets
4-Reaching goals/being successful
5-Fear of the future/unknown
6-Personal health problems
7-Making the right choices/finding direction

21,923 people
live within 5 miles of Tennison (2019 data)

“No matter what your political philosophy,
you know there is a child you can coach,
mentor, teach – some are sick, some are
lonely, some are uneducated.”

1,659 are under 4 years old

“Most have little control over their fate. Give
them a hand. Give them a chance. Give them
their dignity. Indeed, there is a simple truth:
‘No exercise is better for the human heart
than reaching down to lift up another.’”

3,030 are 25 to 34 years old

4,695 are 5-17 years old
2,320 are 18 to 24 years old

“That is your charge. That is your opportunity.”
This is our opportunity too. This is what it
means to be a follower of Christ in this world.
“Let the little children come to me…,” said
Jesus. Ephesians 4:32 says, “Be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you."

5,292 are 35 to 54 years old
2,171 are 55 to 64 years old
2,756 are 65 and over

3 Priorities
#1—Health concerns
#2—Stress and time to relax
#3—Time for friends and family

—Mike
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SUCCESS

Hello Church Family!
It has been too long since we have been together.
You may or may not be aware that the Governor
has closed the school buildings for the remainder of
the year.
I want to ask that you add one more thing to your
prayer list. I’m sure your list is getting quite long (I
know mine is) but take a moment to say a little
prayer for all those kids who are missing their
friends without fully understanding why.
This is a short prayer I pray each day:
“God, thank you for time with family. Please make
your presence known to all the children who are
stuck in their homes and missing their friends. Help
them to remember to come to you in prayer. To remember that you are always with them through
good times and bad. God, I ask that you share your
love with each and every child during this time. In
Jesus’s name I pray. AMEN”
I would also like for you to add the parents of the
kids to your prayer list. For most of them, this is
the first time that they have had to be in charge of
their children’s education. I know from personal experience just how daunting a feeling that can be.
Until you have been at it for some time and seen
some progress, there is always doubt. They have
also been at home with their kids 24/7 for weeks
and some have also been working from home.
This is another short prayer I pray each day.
“God, thank you for the gift of children. Many parents are in a new season where they are now experiencing that gift full time while juggling work outside of the home and being responsible for their
kids’ education. Please grant them wisdom and
peace. Help them to show your love and grace
through this stressful time. As new and daunting as
it is for parents, I pray that they will be able to embrace it and see this time as a wonderful gift of extra time with their children. I ask that you grant
them all the peace that passes understanding, the
peace that only you can give, so they will not fear
or worry but use that time to share the gospel with
their children and others. I ask these things in
Jesus’s name. AMEN”

Tennison began virtual worship on
March 22. For six Sundays, we have
missed the joy of seeing each other in
Sunday School classes and worship
services. Holy Week was unlike any we
have known — no children with palm
branches, no Good Friday service, no
Easter egg hunt on the lawn and no triumphant Easter morning services.
Instead, we have used our resources
and skills to stay together in prayer
and worship using different tools. We
have met the challenge of being the
church in a strange and stressful time.
The Fellowship class has successfully
met online using Zoom and stays in
touch often with Messenger.
Corey Mills created a series of meaningful lessons for children on Facebook
and made two videos featuring children. Engaging kids’ sermons were recorded by Beth Price and Mollie Means.
Youth have connected regularly
through Facebook with Liz Sanders.
David Mills (and his cat) provided beautiful music using a variety of instruments. He has also coordinated music
for our worship with other talented musicians: the Guest family, Mary Ann
Spearman and Susan Farr.
Volunteer scripture readers figured out
how to video their readings and send
them using OneDrive. Thank you Susan
Farr, Sara Russell, Julie Loveless and
Chuck Hamilton.

Pastor Mike has delivered inspiring
messages of hope and faith while honing his skills as a videographer. That’s
not an easy feat!
Thank you to everyone who has contributed video messages about creation, beautiful photos and familiar
smiles. You are part of our church family, the body of Christ, and we wouldn’t
be the same without you.

Love and blessings from Mrs. Corey
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YOUTH

ANNIVERSARIES

Youth is still meeting virtually every Wednesday at 6
p.m. Contact Liz for the link and password.

WOBICK, Bob & Sandy
(42 yrs.)
05/06
WITHERSPOON, Richard & Janie
(1 yr.)
05/18
RUSSELL, Ronnie & Betty
(22 yrs.)
05/22
ROLF, Garry & Debbie
(18 yrs.)
05/23
NOBLE, Jim & Ann
(58 yrs.)
05/26
HOLLOWAY, Ronnie & Lynn
(52 yrs.)
05/31

There are some changes coming up to our summer
activities, especially UMARMY. Stay posted on our Facebook page for recent updates. As soon as I know
more, I will let everyone know.
I miss everyone and I can’t wait to see y’all again!
Liz Sanders, Director of Youth Ministry
903-305-0900
elizabeth.c.sanders@ttu.edu

BIRTHDAYS

PRAYERS NEEDED
Alyssa and Susan’s family (request from Reese Hill),
David Wight (Jane Scharlach’s brother), Celeste Stuart
(a friend of the Scharlachs), George and Karma Ross,
Skip Hughes, Debbie Thompson, Sue Sandlin, Shirley
Fagan, Kathy Hunt, Margaret Thigpen, Patsy Hill, Ricky
Jennings, John Meadows, Jack Greenlee, Shirley Ann
Bowers, Harold Sanders, Bob Dunegan, Sandra Hargrove, Randy Hodge, Kathy Huffman, Galand Nuchols,
Socorro Sausedo, Chris Shelton and Melba Spann.
Confined to home: Judy Barry, Patsy Morrison and Bob
Nuchols. Serving in the military: Nicklaus Kirkham,
Christopher Manchigiah and Charles Moler.

CONTACT US
Church office: (903)572-5341
Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456
Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30, closed for lunch 12-1
Closed on Fridays
Pastor: Mike Cline, pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Secretary and Tennison Tower editor:
Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills, children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders, elizabeth.c.sanders@ttu.edu
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FENDER, Ricky

05/01

REDFEARN, Tina

05/09

MENHENNETT, Joshua

05/12

FARR, Robert

05/16

WALKER, Charlotte

05/22

MENHENNETT, Colton

05/23

MENHENNETT, Robert

05/23

PEARSON, Melissa

05/27

PETERS, Cathy

05/28

MCNEEL, D'Auan

05/29

OKOLO, Esther

05/30

SERMON REACH ON FACEBOOK
April 5

1,300

April 12

1,100

April 19

733

April 26

966

Our virtual worship services have
been viewed on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and the Tennison
website.
The numbers above show our ability
to reach many people who do not
attend church and many who do not
live in our community. They benefit
from the music, scripture, sermons
and joy we share no matter where
they live or who they are.
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