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Pastor Mike Cline

Trustees
Father’s Day

WHEN WILL WE MEET?

What to do?
How do we come back?
When do we come back?
Not easy questions.

Take the
poll on
page 3.

Consider:
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but
in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.”
(Philippians 2:3-4)
Also consider this:
“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious
or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful.”
(1 Corinthians 13:4-5)
What is the greatest commandment? Love God
and love neighbor. Loving our neighbors does not
include making them sick.
I realize not everyone has arrived at the point of
loving their neighbor the way that Christ envisions
for us. Some want to meet for purely selfish reasons and others will no doubt catch the irony that

STAY IN TOUCH
Please look for worship videos, posts
and messages on email, YouTube, Facebook and on the church website.
www.youtube.com
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc

(cont’d. on pg. 2)

When should the church reopen?
Take the poll on pg. 3
Tennison Tower

www.tennisonumc.org
Youth can find out the latest Youth
news and keep in contact with our
Youth Director at:
facebook.com/tennisonyouth
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From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

just a few months ago gathering for worship was an option and today we see what life is like
without it.
But, these things aside, I also know that worship and community are crucial parts of the life of
any church. Church is community.
One role of the Holy Spirit is to give us koinonia, the shared life of the people of God. Fuller
Seminary has a list of 3 things that are crucial parts of being the Church. They are:
God’s rule--from the rule of God comes membership in a community that consents to that
rule. This implies taking up discipleship, a discipleship that is shaped by conversion and baptism, nourished in the life of Christ through participation in the Lord’s Supper.
The centrality of Christ--through the centrality of Christ emerges a community of faith defined by the story of Jesus Christ. The church is bound to the faith of its members, since faith is
not an individual human accomplishment, and shares a mutual commitment to Jesus Christ as
Lord. It is a fellowship shaped by the crucified and risen Christ.
The power of the Holy Spirit--by the work of the Holy Spirit believing and confessing human
beings are constituted into the church. It is not that each person fashions himself or herself into
a member of the church, but rather through their pluriform confessing the Spirit makes them
into one body.
While I realize these definitions do not fit all those who gather on Sunday morning, they should,
and they are the goal of every believer. So, it is very important for the Body of Christ to meet.
There is also the reality of our budget. No congregation can sustain for long when giving drops
to such a record low point. Our congregation has given a lot. Few congregations serve at the
level we do at Tennison. Our church has been very giving and that is exceptional! THANK YOU!
But many people give when they are here in the sanctuary; $5, $10, $20 or more at a time.
And those gifts to the church are huge to the spiritual life, ministry, education, and day to day
work of Tennison. Without them we will have hard choices to make and soon.
Your prayers and gifts are very important. And for all of you who are going to stay home and
stay safe even when we do open, please consider giving when you can. The hope of Christ is so
important in our world and crucial in times like these.
When we do come back, things will be different, at least for a little while. We are preparing to
be as safe as possible.
And we will continue with online video worship regardless. A lot of people are watching us
online and this is a wonderful thing. 582 people watched the sermon on “Seeing God”! While
some only watched for 3 seconds…many from all over watched the entire video. Our worship
participation has been amazing!
To close, we will make the best decisions we can…but we want your opinion too. Are you ready?
We are now thinking of a return by the middle of June. That would be either the 14th or the
21st of the month.
What is your thought? Please let us know and please stay safe. Let us know in the office if you
need anything and we will do our best to help.
Peace, Mike

Tennison Tower
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Reopening Poll

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Dearest Church Family,
Normally, the beginning of June is a mad dash to
the VBS finish line. As you are all aware, this year
has been different due to the presence of COVID19. So, with heavy hearts and great reluctance, we
have chosen to cancel our VBS for this summer.
We want our kids and volunteers to be safe, as well
as needing time to create all the decorations that
make it a special experience. There will be a time
where we can all happily gather and trade hugs and
handshakes again. When that times comes, we will
be ready to share the love of Jesus with all the kids.

OPTION A.
“I’m not ready to return to church.
It doesn’t feel safe to me.”
OPTION B.
“I will attend as long as we use CDC
guidelines to keep everyone safe.”
OPTION C.
“Open the doors today.”
Choose the option that most closely resembles your point of view and email
your response to
pastor@tennisonumc.org by June 5
at 5 p.m. to have your opinion included.
NATHAN SUNDERLAND

The kids of Tennison miss being together and seeing their wonderful teachers who, in turn, are missing their kiddos. Shout out to Mollie Means, Sara
Russell, and Bill and Linda McClellan! Our church is
blessed to have such caring and Godly people to
teach our kids. The kids are eagerly awaiting our
return to the church building. I am working on ways
to make that return a celebration. Be on the lookout
for ways you can contribute!
As we trust in the Lord to see us through difficult
and trying times, I hope the videos you see bring
you joy during our time apart. It makes my heart
happy to see their faces. If you have a request for a
video or topic you would like to see, email children@tennisonumc.org or call/text 903.746.5484.
Love and blessings,
Mrs. Corey

Tennison Tower

June 2020

Congratulations to the Sunderland family on their new baby brother. Nathan
Alexander was born at 5:56 a.m. on
May 12 at TRMC. He weighed 7 lbs. 8
oz. and was 19 inches long. We are eager to welcome him into his church
family when we meet again.
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YOUTH
Zoom
We are going to continue meeting via Zoom every Wednesday at 6 p.m. during the summer
until we can meet again at the church. You can find the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/96661744648?pwd=SXo5ZG1OQXhManUvT3dubFJScmM2QT09
Meeting ID: 966 6174 4648 and Password: 023599
UMARMY
We had to cancel our plans for UMARMY this year,
but stay tuned for more information about possible
mission projects this summer. As soon as it is safe
for everyone to be together again, we will have
some fun opportunities.
Backpacking
Unfortunately we had to postpone our backpacking
trip. When New Mexico lifts its travel restrictions,
we will have a new date for you.
Parents and students
Make sure that you are signed up for our GroupMe.
2016 backpacking trip to Colorado
This is how we communicate and post updates to
all of our activities. If you aren’t already signed up,
follow the link below to create a free account and join our group message:
https://groupme.com/join_group/55771340/MumuK8Io
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram: Facebook.com/tennisonyouth |@tennisonyouth
Want to be featured on our social media pages?
We are starting a new campaign #hope4tomorrow. Share your artwork or send in a video saying what hope means to you. We need to spread hope and happiness during a pandemic. And
what better way to do that than by featuring our students? You can post your videos and pictures to our GroupMe or you can text and email them to me, and I will post them on our social
media pages!
Liz Sanders, Director of Youth Ministry
903-305-0900 or elizabeth.c.sanders@ttu.edu

WORSHIP VIEWS
ON SOCIAL MEDIA
May 3
441
May 10

275

May 17

682

May 24

275

May 31

176

Tennison Tower

Our virtual worship services are viewed on
Facebook, YouTube and the Tennison website. The large numbers show how popular
these services are beyond our walls with
members and potential new members.
Keep sharing those sermons!
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MUSIC DIRECTOR’S NOTE

ANNIVERSARIES

I want to offer encouragement to our church family as
we continue through this path of COVID-19. As it has
affected so many things in our lives, it will affect us
when we are able to come back to the building that
hosts our church. The thing I’m concerned with the
most is what music can look like when we are able to
have services in person again.

ANDERSON, Rick & Carol (42) 06/03

Being a high school choir director, as well as your music director, I’m keeping up with the research about
singing and the spread of COVID-19. Most sources
are worried about the spread of this virus when we
sing together in groups, with air being expelled out of
our lungs at the top of our voices. Please be assured
that I will continue researching this topic so our
church can make the best decisions possible when we
are able to meet in person.
So, on that day, maybe we won’t be able to sing corporately together. It might be a while before choir
meets. But know we will have music for you in the
most prudent ways possible. In the meantime, make
sure in your life, in your secret place where you pray
and worship, that you sing those songs that mean so
much to you for an audience of the divine.
David Mills

PRAYERS NEEDED
Ida Jean Sanders and family, Lisa Werline, Scott &
Kandi Farr, Keri & Kris Dean and Kassie Farr, Charlie
Merka, Jerry Wesson, David Wight, George and Karma
Ross, Skip Hughes, Shirley Fagan, Kathy Hunt, Ricky
Jennings, John Meadows, Jack Greenlee, Harold Sanders, Bob Dunegan, Kathy Huffman, Socorro Sausedo,
Chris Shelton and Melba Spann. Confined to home: Judy Barry, Patsy Morrison and Bob Nuchols. Serving in
the military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christopher Manchigiah
and Charles Moler.

CONTACT US
Church office: (903)572-5341
Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456
Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30, closed for lunch 12-1
Closed on Fridays
Pastor: Mike Cline, pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Secretary and Tennison Tower editor:
Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills, children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders, elizabeth.c.sanders@ttu.edu
Tennison Tower
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MCCARVER, Matt & Tracy (26)
06/04
NUCHOLS, Tom & Galand (55)
06/13
ENGELHARDT, Richard & Sandra
(56) 06/14
ANDERSON, Luke & Tasa (18) 06/15
CODY, Tom & Cathy (21) 06/19
PEARSON, Read & Melissa (43)
06/21

NICHOLS, Brian & Kerri (20) 06/24
HARGROVE, Justin & Kay (17) 06/28
FARR, Tracy & Susan (35) 06/29

BIRTHDAYS
OLIVER, Gary

06/01

STRUBE, Charlie

06/02

JOHNSON, Stephanie

06/03

NICHOLS, Bethani

06/03

RUSSELL, Betty

06/04

BOWERS, Joseph

06/05

MILLS, Elijah

06/06

WESSON, Barbara

06/07

WITHERSPOON, Richie

06/10

MCCARVER, Matt

06/11

STANLEY, Dayna

06/13

HOLLOWAY, Ronnie

06/18

HOLLOWAY, Lynn

06/19

WESSON, Jerry

06/20

REDFEARN, Jordan

06/21

CROSS, Jan

06/23

MEANS, Mollie

06/26

STANLEY, Donna

06/26

BURKE, Cheryl

06/27

RIDDLE, Jean

06/28

HENRY, Melody

06/29

MCCARVER, Dick

06/29

COBB, Charles

06/30

SCHARLACH, Art

06/30

pg. 5

