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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Pastor Mike Cline

Last Friday, I listened to our bishop interview
the doctor and CEO of Methodist Hospital in
Houston. The conversation was about the
COVID-19 virus, of course. I thought I would
share what I learned out of that conversation.
Dr. Marc Boom was very insistent that churches which have returned to worship (or are
about to) keep the worship group under 100
people. There are some large churches in
Houston that have not opened yet because
they can't be sure their groups will stay under
that size. He also said there was absolutely
no question as to whether the worshipers
should wear masks. Masks may not keep us
from getting this virus, but they do wonders
to keep us from spreading it IF we have it.
And I am happy to say that (so far) we have
had 99% of our members wear their masks
during worship. If you don’t have one, we can
give you one as you arrive.
He added that singing is not a good idea. He
said singing people can shoot spit 25 feet or
further. And while you have probably guessed
that I am forming a cartoon in my mind right
now, we also must take this seriously. This is
why we are keeping our Praise Band in worship for now. The honest truth is that they
are younger than most of us and they can
stay away from the congregation as they sing
without being right on top of each other the
(cont’d. on pg. 2)
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Take the
poll on
page 3.
Charity and Bethany Guest, in 3D printed masks, set a
good example for others in the sanctuary on June 21.

WORSHIP
In-person worship has resumed on
Sunday morning in the sanctuary at
10 a.m. Please bring a face mask with
you and wear it during the service.
Hand sanitizer will be provided.
STAY IN TOUCH
Please look for worship videos, posts
and messages on email, YouTube, Facebook and on the church website.
www.youtube.com
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
www.tennisonumc.org
Youth can find out the latest Youth
news and keep in contact with our
Youth Director at:
facebook.com/tennisonyouth
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From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

way the choir would be. Dr. Boom said the scientists and researchers are still seeing
that young people, and especially children, are not nearly as affected by this virus as
those who are older or those who are dealing with health issues. So, we actually could
be meeting with our youth and children. However, if they get this virus they are contagious. Have you ever seen a 5-year-old social distance??? They can carry the virus to
someone who should not get it. And we don’t want that.
Dr. Boom said there is a lot of work on a vaccine and he said that experts believe the
antibodies of this virus may last in our system for as long as two years or more. This is
much better than the flu, but definitely not forever. He said there are several promising candidates for a vaccine that are proving effective, BUT they still aren’t close to
mass production. It will be early next year or a little later before that is a reality (and
maybe longer).
There was a lot more in this hour plus interview, but these highlights tell me one main
thing. Tennison is handling the situation the way we should be handling it. Thank you
all for being the church while the world goes crazy. And thank you for being good examples in this community. Our Christian example not only leads others to follow, but
also shows those around us the church as it should be. Remember, if you need help let
us know. If you need food let us know. If you need help getting online to watch our
service let us know. We can help you with all of this if we know there is a need.
Peace for now,
Mike

WHEELCHAIR RAMP NEED CONTINUES DURING PANDEMIC

Tom Nuchols (at right) rounded up the wheelchair ramp crew and built two ramps in one week at the end of June including this one near Talco. Clyde Flagg (waving his hat) is excited to finally have safe access to his home.
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
It doesn't seem like it could be July already. Where has the time gone? I would like to say a
huge hello to all the kiddos out there!
An important shout out needs to go to all the moms and dads who have done the leg work to
get the wonderful videos for Mother's Day and Father's Day. Without your involvement, these
adorable videos would be very difficult to create.
With so much uncertainty surrounding us, I would like to remind you all that I am a phone call,
text or email away if you need anything. Your children are a blessing to all the folks that get to
work with them and their absence is noticed.
So, if you have a cute picture or video of your children or grandchildren that you would like to
share, I am working on a video of summer fun the kids have had. I would like it by the end of
July, so there is plenty of time.

Have a happy and safe 4th of July and don't forget to take pictures of the memories you make.
Love and blessings, Mrs. Corey

IN MEMORIAM
Jean Riddle
Anna Jean Riddle passed away June 8 surrounded by family and loved ones in Mount Pleasant,
Texas. She was born in Titus county on June 28, 1932 and lived there most of her life. She was
88 years old.
The family is planning a private celebration of life to be held at a later date.
Anna Jean is preceded in death by her mother, Anna Ruth Phillips Buchanan, her father, Paul
Hanes Rogers, and husband, Claburn Vernon Riddle. She is survived by her five children-- Vicki
Riddle, Dr. Keely (Dr. Jerry) Hunsaker, Dr. Candy (Monty) Ward, Juli (Johnny) McNutt and Clay
(Courtney) Riddle; her sister, Dorothy Nell Stephenson, and 17 grandchildren.
Anna Jean was a graduate of Mount Pleasant High School in 1951. She was well known as an
exceptional twirler and a former drum major for the Mt. Pleasant High School Band. Family legend tells of her daring twirling performances where she wowed crowds with impressive maneuvers, wielding multiple batons---often on fire. During parades and town events, she was center
stage throwing batons far above the high line wires and catching them with ease. Friends and
acquaintances still stop her children and grandchildren on the street to marvel at the recollection of her performances.
She was also a trailblazer in the field of dentistry as a proud member of the first class of dental
hygiene students at the Baylor College of Dentistry's Caruth School of Dental Hygiene in Dallas.
She moved to Dallas as a young woman and enrolled in the school on her own while her husband was deployed to Korea. She graduated as one of only 26 students in the inaugural class
of 1957, and went on to a passionate life-long career in the field.
Anna Jean was a tomboy at heart with a soul meant for country life. You could often catch her
climbing trees with her grandchildren and she was occasionally known to ride a cow or two.
She loved red shoes, was a master apple slicer, and antique rescuer. However, her hidden skill
was snack time. She would often trick her grandchildren into eating raw carrots by dipping
them in sugar first. The grandkids thought that was brilliant and delicious.
Anna Jean loved her community and family well, was well-loved in return and will be remembered fondly.
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YOUTH
Congratulations to our Seniors! This year we have four students graduating:
Kincade Henry, son of Melody and Chad Henry. Kincade will attend Panola Jr. College in Carthage, TX and will pro rodeo to try and make the National Finals. His plan after college is fulltime rodeo and making a career out of it. His number one goal is to win World Championships
throughout his career.
David McNeil, son of Keith and Carrie McNeil. David plans to go to college to pursue a career
in small engine mechanics and diesel mechanics. David hopes to have his own ranch someday
and grow his family in the country atmosphere.
Carley Kaylor, daughter of John and Dana Kaylor. Carly will attend UT Tyler to get her Bachelors of Science in Nursing. She hopes to accomplish her goals in nursing school, and maybe
one day go back to school for her business degree to open a boutique. One day Carley hopes
to live on a huge farm with cattle and a ton of animals.
Anna Price, daughter of Jason and Beth Price. Anna will attend Baylor University to study political science and is interested in social justice. Anna is excited about becoming a part of the
Baylor and Waco communities.
Congratulations on all of your accomplishments!
Get Connected
Youth is now meeting Wednesdays on
Zoom.com at 3 p.m. instead of 6 p.m.
The link is still the same. Depending
on if we have an attendance drop due
to summer activities, we may meet
every two weeks instead of once a
week.
Our GroupMe is the best place to stay
up to date on what's happening in
youth.
I miss every single one of you, and I
can't wait until we can meet again for
fellowship in person!
Liz Sanders
Director of Youth Ministry
903-305-0900
elizabeth.c.sanders@ttu.edu

Anna Price, daughter of Beth and Jason Price and granddaughter of Mollie
and Bill Means, completed her senior year of high school in spite of the
COVID-19 pandemic. She plans to attend Baylor University. On June 28, she
was recognized during worship in Tennison’s sanctuary.
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REFLECTION

I Love You
“Honor thy father and mother. Love your neighbor as yourself.”
(Matthew 19:19)

This is a familiar commandment, but often misunderstood. Most believers are
well aware of the importance of loving others and putting them first. However,
the second half of the sentence is often overlooked. There is a condition to loving others as you love yourself.
When was the last time you looked in the mirror and said, “I sure love you.”
Chances are it has been quite a while — if ever. Knowing ourselves as we do,
conscious of our failures and shortcomings, accepting ourselves (silver hair,
wrinkles, moles, warts all over our body and crepe skin) is not always easy to
accept. But even this is not the first step in loving.
We love because He first loved
us. Receiving the love God has
for us is the starting point for
all relationships including the
relationship with ourselves.
We can’t give our love to
someone else if it is something
we don’t have.
But when we fill up with God’s
love and accept his forgiveness, we have the grace
to love ourselves. This will let
ourselves off the “hook” for
our failure.
From there, we can obey the
commandment to love others
as we love ourselves.
—Gloria Holt
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MUSIC DIRECTOR’S NOTE

ANNIVERSARIES

It really has been a lot of fun creating videos for
online services, but I must say that I am glad to also
be having services in-person again. The online service
will continue, and you would hardly believe the
amount of people that our videos reach online. So,
continue watching as we post our creations from inside our church, as well as link to videos that you
would like to watch of your favorite Christian artists as
they use their art and skill as good and faithful servants in the service of our Lord.

BOWERS, Junk & Shirley Ann (70)
07/10
GREENLEE, Jack & Jan (45) 07/10
MEANS, JR., Bill & Mollie (46) 07/13
MENHENNETT, Robert & Lara (32)
07/23
SANDERS, Kathy & Wayne (23)
07/26

In the meantime, our in-person service will represent
the talent God has given to members in this church
with the Praise Band, piano and organ, and much
more. If you missed this Sunday, we sang UMH 522
“Leave it There” acappella, barbershop quartet
style! Now, don’t feel left out if coming to service is
not the right choice for you right now – we will be recording many of these specials and you will be able to
find them on Facebook and Youtube soon!

SCHARLACH, Jane

07/04

PRICE, Jason

07/06

SPEARMAN, Mary Ann

07/06

RODRIGUEZ, Debbie

07/10

STANLEY, David

07/13

ROESLER, Jan

07/15

OLIVER, Penny

07/16

STRUBE, Ramsey

07/17

MCKINNIE, Lisa

07/20

WILHITE, Mac

07/22

NOBLE, Ann

07/23

WELCH, April

07/23

PRAYERS NEEDED

DUNGAN, Randy

07/28

Joe Sandlin, Philip Roach, Randy Dungan, Galand Nuchols, Ida Jean Sanders, Lisa and Robert Werline,
Scott & Kandi Farr, Keri & Kris Dean and Kassie Farr,
Charlie Merka, David Wight, George and Karma Ross,
Skip Hughes, Shirley Fagan, Kathy Hunt, Ricky Jennings, John Meadows, Jack Greenlee, Harold Sanders,
Bob Dunegan, Kathy Huffman, Socorro Sausedo, Chris
Shelton and Melba Spann. Confined to home: Judy
Barry, Patsy Morrison and Bob Nuchols. Serving in the
military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christopher Manchigiah
and Charles Moler.

SCHUMACHER, Leah

07/29

CROSS, Herbert

07/30

RUSSELL, Sara

07/31

WARD, Emily

07/31

As always, in all conditions, make music to the Lord in
your heart. Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus, our
Blessed Redeemer.
David Mills

CONTACT US
Church office: (903)572-5341
Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456
Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30, closed for lunch 12-1
Closed on Fridays
Pastor: Mike Cline, pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Secretary and Tennison Tower editor:
Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills, children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders, elizabeth.c.sanders@ttu.edu
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BIRTHDAYS

WORSHIP COUNTS
June 7

281

June 14

453

June 21

316

June 28

304

In-person worship resumed on June
21 with 47 people attending on that
day and 40 attending the following
Sunday, June 28.
The additional viewers are counted
on Facebook, YouTube and our Tennison website.
pg. 6

