
 

Tennison Tower October 2020 pg. 1 

TENNISON  October  2020  

TOWER  

Tennison Memorial United Methodist Church 

313 N Church Street, Mount Pleasant TX 75455 

903.572.5341 ~ www.tennisonumc.org 

 

Have you ever thought about INNOVATION? 

Sophia Amoruso was diagnosed with ADHD at 
an early age and was withdrawn from school 
as a result. She spent her early years working 
odd jobs at places like Subway. Following her 
parents’ divorce, she moved to Sacramento, 
CA where she survived by hitchhiking, shop-
lifting, and stealing from bins. But in 2006 So-
phia tried her hand at being innovating. She 
started selling vintage clothing and other 
items through her eBay account under the 
guise of Nasty Gal Vintage (named after a 
Betty Davis record). Its revenue grew from 
$223,000 in 2008 to nearly $23 million in 
2011, leading to her being dubbed the 
“Cinderella of Tech” by the New York Times. 
Amoruso wrote a book about her experiences 
which was later commissioned by Netflix into 
a full-length TV series. She eventually sold her 
company for $20 million. 

Airbnb began when a couple of guys couldn’t 
pay their rent. To make money, they blew up 
a few air mattresses in the living room and 
charged $80 apiece for them! They took that 
idea and turned it into a company worth more 
than $10 billion—this is more than even the 
hotel giant Hyatt. 

According to Conrad Lisco, knowing your story 
is critical to doing what you do today. Whether 
that is running a business or a church. “It 
helps you know who and what you are for, 
and it enables you to create new offerings, 
enter new categories and even change the 
world.” 

But, he added, “Unfortunately, many senior 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
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STAY IN TOUCH 

Please look for worship videos, posts 

and messages on email, YouTube, Fa-

cebook and on the church website. 

www.youtube.com 

www.facebook.com/tennisonumc 

www.tennisonumc.org 

Youth can find out the latest Youth 

news and keep in contact with our 

Youth Director at: 

facebook.com/tennisonyouth 

Take the 

poll on 

page 3. 

WORSHIP 

One service for in-person worship is 
held each Sunday morning in the 
sanctuary at 10 a.m. At this time, this 
is the only service available. 

Please bring a face mask with you and 
wear it during the service.  

Hand sanitizer will be provided. 

https://www.careeraddict.com/hobby-business
http://dealbook.nytimes.com/2014/03/20/airbnb-said-to-pursue-valuation-of-over-10-billion-in-new-fund-raising-round/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=1
http://dealbook.nytimes.com/2014/03/20/airbnb-said-to-pursue-valuation-of-over-10-billion-in-new-fund-raising-round/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRIw9lQ8lqKT2Nvj-UYtEA
http://www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
http://www.tennisonumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/tennisonyouth/
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business executives…inside large com-
panies believe that right-brain inputs 
like “story” are soft and subjective, and 
therefore it can’t, doesn’t or shouldn’t 
drive innovation.”  “This flawed thinking 
is what’s keeping larger companies from 
keeping pace with smaller, scrappier 
startups. And it will ultimately lead to 
their decline and obsolescence.” Does 
anybody really want to be obsolete? 

A church renewal company told me 
years ago that they would be happy to 
come to our church and help us, but the 
first question they would ask is this: 
“What would happen if this church was 
suddenly no longer here?” Would any-
thing be different? Or would the world 
continue as if nothing had happened. I 
knew the answer to that question. 

Former P&G global marketing officer Jim 
Stengel said this: “Those who center 
their business on improving people’s 
lives have a growth rate triple that of 
their competitors, and they outperform 
the market by a huge margin.”  

Did he say improving people’s lives? I 
think he did! Is there anything that can 
improve life more than Christ? Isn’t that 
at least one huge part of what the 
church is about? It is amazing what can 
happen when we think outside of the 
box and genuinely care about other 
people’s lives. You want people to care 
about you. We all do.  

People want to be cared about. People 
want a place to belong to. How do we 
show our care for others? How do we 
make people – even or especially people 
we don’t know – feel that they are cared 
about and that they belong? Well, think 
about this. Often things we consider 
very valuable, like gold, silver or dia-
monds are pulled out of the ground. But 
they do not look shiny, pretty, or even 
valuable right out of the ground. They, 
in fact, look anything but. I think it is 
the same with people. They are treasure 
if we learn to see them the way God 
does. Are we watching? Looking? Even 
searching for them? We should be. 

Mike 

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.) 

 

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 
 

Hello, Church Family! 

     October in the Children's Depart-
ment usually means pumpkins and fall fes-
tivals. This year, however, is going to look 
a bit different.  

We are doing our best to come up with 
plans that provide a safe and socially dis-
tant way for the kids to be involved at 
church while still having tons of fun!  

Currently I am making coloring bags for 
Sunday service so be sure to come with all 
the kids. The more kids we have in the 
sanctuary the better!  

I have a humble, yet wildly important, re-
quest I would like to ask of you all. I ask 
that you invite all the people with kids you 
see be it in the grocery store, or at the 
park, anywhere you happen to be, to come 
to Tennison.  

You can tell them with confidence word for 
word that "Tenison is a church where chil-
dren are cherished and have a place." That 
is a fact.  

You are the face of Tennison, and you all 
have good faces, so don't be shy. Invite 
everyone you see and even if only one 
comes, that is the place to start. We need 
your help to get them in the building!  

Hoping to see you all and 100 kids on Sun-
day, 

Mrs. Corey 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Randy Dungan  (July 28, 1944—September 27, 2020) 

Harold R. (Randy) Dungan, 76, passed away at his home in Mt. Pleas-
ant, TX on September 27, 2020. He was born July 28, 1944, to Harold 
and Sibyl Dungan in Lockhart, TX. He was a graduate of Northwestern 
State University with a Master’s degree in Education. 

Randy served in the US Air Force during the Vietnam era. When he left 
the service, he was a Staff Sergeant and was honored with the Out-
standing Unit Award, the National Defense Medal and the Good Conduct 
Medal. After his military service, he attended Stephen F. Austin State 
University and received another Master’s degree in Education with an 
emphasis on School Administration. He was a classroom teacher, school 
counselor, principal and curriculum director in various school districts.  

Randy was part of the honor guard from the American Legion post in Hughes Springs. At some 
point he served as the Commander. This service was most important to him, and he felt this 
was a true calling. 

Randy was married to his devoted wife, Car-
olyn, for 40 years. They shared a love of 
camping and fishing and enjoyed living at 
their lake home until the upkeep was more 
than either could handle. He and Carolyn 
enjoyed going out to their blueberry farm 
whenever possible. 

Randy was a member of Tennison Memorial 
United Methodist Church and the Fellowship 
Sunday School class. In addition to being an 
usher, Randy served on the communion 
team and was active in the church in many 
ways. 

His parents preceded him in death as did his 
father-in-law Weldon Clay, mother-in-law 
Martha Clay and brother-in-law Allen Clay. 
He was also preceded in death by a son No-
lan Dungan and a stepson Jeff Farrer. 

 

In addition to his wife, Car-
olyn, he is survived by his sis-
ter Cathy Rodgers, brother-in-
law Jerry Clay, son Peter Dun-
gan of Mt. Pleasant, stepson 
Scott Farrer of Virginia Beach, 
VA, grandchildren Taylor Dun-
gan, Taryn Dungan, Tatum 
Dungan, Katlyn Farrer, and 
great grandson Carter Rogers. 

Family Request: 

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
Titus County Cares food 
pantry or to Tennison Me-
morial United Methodist 
Church, PO Box 967, Mt. 
Pleasant TX 75456. 
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DO YOU NEED A RAMP? 

Tom Nuchols leads an expert crew of volun-

teer wheelchair ramp builders in a ministry 

that includes Mt. Pleasant, Talco and 

Cookville. 

With funding from the nonprofit Texas 

Ramps, the crew constructed 16 ramps to-

taling 484 feet in length in the last twelve 

months. Typically, a crew of four to eight 

volunteers arrives at the site and is usually 

able to construct a ramp within four hours 

unless it is a very complex structure. 

Ramps can make a huge difference in daily 

life. One recipient admitted she hadn’t been 

able to leave her home in a year. Another 

family revealed they had to carry their loved 

one and his wheelchair down a steep set of 

stairs and often simply canceled medical ap-

pointments because of this challenge. 

“We are so grateful because without it, my 

husband and I wouldn’t have a safe exit out 

of our home,” wrote Judy Reese in a thank 

you note for her husband’s new ramp. 

June Lawler described her sturdy ramp as a 

bridge over the troubled water of steep 

porch steps. She looked forward to regain-

ing her freedom, saying “Now I can go to 

the doctor.”  

If you know someone who would benefit 

from a ramp, the process is simple: 

1. A medical professional (doctor, home 

health nurse or social worker) can refer a 

client with mobility issues by filling out 

an online questionnaire at                 

texasramps.org. 

2. Texas Ramps reviews the application and 

if it is approved, refers it to the Tennison 

crew if it is within our local area. 

3. Tom and his awesome volunteers build a 

ramp for someone in need. 

 
This complex 60 ft. ramp with a platform and  a 

turn required careful engineering and planning. 

A simple 8 ft. ramp provides safe access from the 

deck to the backyard at this Mt. Pleasant home. 

Plenty of volunteers are needed for complicated 

ramps. Difficult projects may take up to six hours. 

https://www.texasramps.org/
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Rev. Karen Jones Named 

District Superintendent 
Bishop Scott J. Jones announced on April 

1 that the Rev. Karen Jones was appoint-

ed as District Superintendent for the 

North District of the Texas Annual Con-

ference beginning July 1, 2020. 

 

Dr. Mark Young, a retired United Method-

ist pastor and former District Superinten-

dent, served as the Interim District Su-

perintendent for the North District and 

completed his appointment on June 30, 

2020.  

 

Rev. Karen Jones has faithfully served 

First United Methodist Church, Center for 

the last five years. In addition to Center 

First, Karen has also served appoint-

ments at Liberty Springs, Geneva, 

McMahan Chapel and Hemphill.  

During college she also served as the 

youth director at Gilmer First UMC. Jones 

currently serves on the Core Leadership 

Team and the Strategic Mapping Team.  

 

“I am grateful for the many ways Karen 

has served our Conference in vital leadership positions over the years and we are 

pleased to have her on our cabinet,” said Bishop Scott J. Jones. 

 

Dr. Jesse M. Brannen, who had been named as the District Superintendent for the 

North District, received a new appointment at Williams Memorial United Methodist 

Church in Texarkana, Texas beginning July 1, 2020. 

 

The North District operates out of two offices, located in Longview and Texarkana, TX. 

The district is made up of vibrant, growing congregations which are changing lives and 

reshaping futures for Jesus Christ. 

Rev. Karen Jones took office as the North District 

Superintendent on July 1, 2020. Previously, Rev. 

Jesse Brannen was appointed to assume the role. 
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CONTACT US 
 

Church office: (903)572-5341 
Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 
 

Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30 
Closed for lunch 12-1.  Closed on Fridays 
 

Pastor: Rev. Mike Cline,  
 pastor@tennisonumc.org 
Administrative Secretary and Tennison Tower editor:  
 Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org 
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, 
  finance@tennisonumc.org 
Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org 
Children’s Director: Corey Mills,  
 children@tennisonumc.org 
Youth Director: Liz Sanders,  
 liz.sanders1298@gmail.com 

ANNIVERSARIES 

SHELTON, Chris & Tammy (16) 

10/16 

STRUBE, Ramsey & Heather (9) 

10/22 

COBB, Mac & Jan (25) 10/28 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

BOATNER, Jerry 10/02 

NUCHOLS, Galand 10/03 

WARD, Monty 10/05 

COBB, Jan 10/08 

HAMPTON, Yvonne 10/12 

GRISSOM, Jordan 10/14 

SHELTON, Tammy 10/14 

WALKER, Ashley 10/17 

SWOFFORD, George 10/19 

BOATNER, Suzy 10/20 

MCCARVER, Dorothy 10/20 

MCCARVER, Katy 10/21 

BEASON, Elaine 10/22 

HAIRSTON, Pete 10/23 

TAYLOR, Chessy 10/23 

STANLEY, Kelsie 10/24 

DURRUM Jr., Frank 10/25 

MERKA, Charlie 10/31 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

Cassie Rae Crandall (Patsy Hill’s great grand-

daughter), Linda Kirk, Linda McClellan, Lisa Lide, 

Cristina Villareal-Mata, Justin Freelen, Dolly Den-

ny, Marian Reed, Joe Sandlin, Ida Jean Sanders, 

Kris Dean, George and Karma Ross, Shirley Fa-

gan, Kathy Hunt, Ricky Jennings, John Meadows, 

Jack Greenlee, Harold Sanders, Bob Dunegan, 

Kathy Huffman, Socorro Sausedo, Chris Shelton 

and Melba Spann.  

Confined to home: Judy Barry, Patsy Morrison and 

Bob Nuchols.  

Serving in the military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christo-

pher Manchigiah and Charles Moler. 

WORSHIP COUNTS 

 

September 6 527 

September 13 298 

September 20 218 

September 27 257 

In-person worship during September saw an aver-

age of 51 people in the sanctuary each week. 

The majority of worshippers use Facebook, 

YouTube and Tennison’s website to access the 

worship service. 

mailto:pastor@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
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mailto:children@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
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