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The Greek word Paul uses for encouragement in 

Romans 15 is paraklesis. It is a compound 

word; παρά (para - near) and καλεω (kaleo - to 

call). It literally means “to call near”. It can 

mean comforting, consoling, or encouraging.  

This word is about intimacy. It is a kind of em-

brace. One definition says, “…a call (urging), 

done by someone "close beside," i.e., a personal 

exhortation that delivers the "evidence that 

stands up in God's court." I had this word in 

mind as I thought about what to write this 

month and then I saw this story from Reader’s 

Digest and I knew I had an example of what it 

means to encourage someone. 

“When Mrs. Klein told her first graders to draw a 

picture of something for which they were thank-

ful, she thought about what little these children, 

who lived in a deteriorating neighborhood, actu-

ally had to be thankful for. She knew that most 

of the class would draw pictures of turkeys or of 

bountifully laden Thanksgiving tables. That was 

what they believed was expected of them. 

“What took Mrs. Klein aback was Douglas’s pic-

ture. Douglas was so forlorn and likely to be 

found close in her shadow as they went outside 

for recess. Douglas’s drawing was simply this: 

“A hand, obviously, but whose hand? The class 

was captivated by his image. ‘I think it must be 

the hand of God that brings us food,’ said one 

student. ‘A farmer,’ said another, ‘because they 

grow the turkeys.’ 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
Pastor Mike Cline 

 (cont’d. on pg. 2) 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Please look for worship videos, posts 

and messages on email, YouTube, Fa-

cebook and on the church website. 

www.youtube.com 

www.facebook.com/tennisonumc 

www.tennisonumc.org 

Youth can find out the latest Youth 

news and keep in contact with our 

Youth Director at: 

facebook.com/tennisonyouth 

Take the 

poll on 

page 3. 

WORSHIP 

One service for in-person worship is 
held each Sunday morning in the 
sanctuary at 10 a.m. At this time, this 
is the only service available. 

Please bring a face mask with you and 
wear it during the service.  

Hand sanitizer will be provided. 

Health fair offers flu shots and lab 

tests.  See story on pg. 4. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRIw9lQ8lqKT2Nvj-UYtEA
http://www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
http://www.tennisonumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/tennisonyouth/
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“’It looks more like a policeman, and they 

protect us.’ ‘I think,’ said Lavinia, who 

was always so serious, ‘that it is supposed 

to be all the hands that help us, but 

Douglas could only draw one of them.’ 

“Mrs. Klein had almost forgotten Douglas 

in her pleasure at finding the class so re-

sponsive. When she had the others at 

work on another project, she bent over 

his desk and asked whose hand it was. 

“Douglas mumbled, ‘It’s yours, Teacher.’ 

“Then Mrs. Klein recalled that she had 

taken Douglas by the hand from time to 

time; she often did that with the children. 

But that it should have meant so much to 

Douglas … 

“Perhaps, she reflected, this was her 

Thanksgiving, and everybody’s Thanks-

giving—not the material things given unto 

us, but the small ways that we give some-

thing to others.” 

Dr. Anna Carter Florence once said, 

“Encouragement…takes time. It takes pa-

tience and repetition and mind-blowing 

love. It takes the words of God, uttered 

over and over again, until they are in-

scribed on our hearts: Rejoice. Praise the 

Lord. Encouragement is an act of faith, 

because to instill courage is to give faith.” 

John Milton once said, “Gratitude bestows 

reverence, allowing us to encounter eve-

ryday epiphanies, those transcendent mo-

ments of awe that change forever how we 

experience life and the world.” Lift up 

someone. Show kindness. Show mercy.  

Love others.  These things are from God. 

Mike 

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.) 

 

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 
 

I don't know if you heard, but we have slow-
ly begun children's Sunday school again! This 
is music to my heart and makes we want to 
sing “I've got the joy joy, joy down in my 
heart” all day! 

These kids are a blessing to our church fami-
ly. It is so important that we share the love 
of Christ with the kids and help them to find 
a place in the church to belong. To do that, 
we have a few new rules that the kids and 
teachers are following. They include wearing 
masks, being socially distanced, checking 
temperatures, and using individual supply 
baskets. 

Looking ahead at the month of November, 
Thanksgiving is so close now I can almost 
taste it! Last year, we had a Kids Thanksgiv-
ing Feast that was enjoyed by all!  

In keeping with the ever-changing times, in-
stead of getting together to share a meal I 
am putting together take-home Thanksgiving 
activity bags.  

If you have a child or grandchild who is 2-11 
years old that you think would enjoy one, 
please let me know by November 19th.  

You can call or text my phone at (903)746-
5484 or email children@tennisonumc.org. 

 

Love and Blessings, 

Mrs. Corey 

MEMORIALS 

It’s easy to give a memorial gift honoring a 

loved one. Just contact the church office. 

903.572.5341 

admin@tennisonumc.org 

PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 

mailto:children@tennisonumc.org?subject=Thanksgiving%20activity%20bag
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FROM YOUR MUSIC DIRECTOR 
 

Occasionally, Pastor Mike likes to dive into the meaning of words. Following that example, I 
would like to look at one today: kinnor.  

Kinnor is a Hebrew word and is usually translated as harp in the Bible, although in modern 
Hebrew it translates to the instrument we know as the violin.  

It is first mentioned in Genesis. While listing the children of Adam and Eve, Jubal is men-
tioned as the father of those who play the harp 
(kinnor) and organ. This is the same instrument that 
David played for King Saul to drive away the foul spir-
its plaguing him. 

The kinnor was most likely tuned to the pentatonic 
scale, which is how we tune windchimes today. If 
you've ever had an opportunity to sit on a porch and 
listen to the wind knock about windchimes, maybe 
you had a glimmer of what we might have heard King 
David play.  

It's hard to say. We don't have any sheet music from 
ancient Israel, only the folk tunes that have been 
passed down through generations. 

People have constructed kinnors based on ancient 
drawings, but again, it is hard to say how close they 
are to the original. All we know is that for centuries 
we have praised the Lord with music, and it is right 
and proper to do so. So whatever your instrument, 
play a song of praise and glory to God! 

David Mills 

BAPTISM 
 

Everett John Wegenhoft, 

great grandson of Melba and 

James Spann, was baptized 

in the Tennison sanctuary on 

October 10th. Joining them in 

the picture are his parents 

Jennifer and James We-

genhoft and big brother Oli-

ver who was baptized here in 

2018. 

Also in attendance were Mark 

and Denice Traylor and John 

and Melissa Wegenhoft. 

Everett was born on Feb.3, 

2020 in Columbus, TX. 
Melba Spann, at left, attended the baptism of her 

great grandson Everett Wegenhoft.  
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HEALTH FAIR 

The Mount Pleasant Community Health Fair normally has 500 to 1,000 people show up for free 
health screenings. This year we knew we needed to offer these services more than ever, but 
due to COVID, we had to figure out a way to offer help without piling people into the Tennison 
Activity Center. The best alternative was to have our first ever drive-through health fair.  

Titus Regional Medical Center, Tennison Memorial UMC, and Northeast Texas Community Col-
lege Allied Health joined together to offer the free health care the community needs so badly, 
while keeping everyone safe. 

Everyone stayed in their cars until they got to the outdoor medical stations. TRMC and Allied 
Health did all the tests like a racecar pit crew. It was a first for the hospital and for Tennison 
and was highly successful. 

Services offered included flu vaccines, lab work, PSA tests, blood pressure checks, and blood 
sugar checks. Over 200 flu shots were given to adults. 

Church members Debbie Thompson, Liz Sanders, 
Zulma Mejia, Galand and Tom Nuchols and Chuck 
Hamilton volunteered by translating, serving snacks 
and taking photos. The Mt. Pleasant police directed 
traffic and kept an orderly flow through the parking 
lot. 

More than 100 cars came through and several peo-
ple walked up from the neighborhood. A few people 
were sent to the doctor immediately because they 
were in trouble and didn’t know it. Once again, this 
health fair made a difference in the community and 
showed God’s love. 
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FEEDING OUR COMMUNITY 

Farmers to Families was a success! 

Thanks to the Lord and everyone who 

showed up to help. It was amazing to 

see the church being the church. We 

handed out 800 boxes of fresh food to 

families in need, including our precious 

senior citizen community. We were also 

able to donate a pallet of fresh milk to 

Titus County Cares. 

Many of our servant leaders from 634, 

Lighthouse and Rhute came out to dis-

tribute food, kindness and love. God is 

good and He's moving in our communi-

ty. What a privilege to co-labor with 

Heaven to see our city transformed. 

We're especially grateful for the gener-

osity of Pastor Cline and Tennison Meth-

odist Church for allowing us to use their 

parking lot and for serving alongside us 

all afternoon. 

Shannon Means 

Co-pastor of Center Church 

 

 

ALL SAINTS DAY 

We remember our departed saints. 

 

Nancy Hairston 

December 20, 2019 

 

 

 
Faynelle Taylor 

December 31, 2019 

 

 

 
Faye Hardman 

January 21, 2020 

 

 

 

 

Lucretia Alexander 

February 20, 2020 

 

 

 
Jean Riddle 

June 8, 2020 

 

 

 

 

Randy Dungan 

September 27, 2020 

 

 

 

A local woman carries home a box of 

groceries from the food giveaway in 

Tennison’s parking lot. 



 

Tennison Tower November 2020 pg. 6 

 

CONTACT US 
 

Church office: (903)572-5341 

Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 
 

Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30 

Closed for lunch 12-1.  Closed on Fridays 
 

Pastor: Rev. Mike Cline,  

 pastor@tennisonumc.org 

Administrative Secretary and Tennison Tower editor:  

 Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org 

Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, 

  finance@tennisonumc.org 

Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org 

Children’s Director: Corey Mills,  

 children@tennisonumc.org 

Youth Director: Liz Sanders,  

 liz.sanders1298@gmail.com 

ANNIVERSARIES 

LOVELESS, Rick & Julie (37) 

11/05 

GUEST, Charlie & Jeani (18) 

11/16 

SPEARMAN, Bobby Joe & Mary 

Ann (6) 11/26 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

TAYLOR, Tim  11/02 

SPANN, Melba  11/04 

GARRETT, Suzan  11/07 

BROWN, Billie  11/10 

HAMILTON, Judy   11/12 

DAVEY, David  11/13 

KIRK, Linda  11/18 

O'CONNOR, Deloris   11/18 

ROESLER, Aaron  11/18 

WARD, Candy  11/18 

MENHENNETT, Alex  11/19 

REDFEARN, Samuel   11/19 

SANDLIN, Joe 11/20 

STRUBE, Ray   11/21 

FARR, Susan  11/22 

HARGROVE, Sandra 11/22 

SANDERS, Kathy 11/22 

FENDER, Alynda  11/26 

SWOFFORD, Sandra   11/26 

MCDANIEL, Lisa  11/28 

COBB, Sheri  11/29 

TAYLOR, Josephine  11/29 

BOWERS, Junk  11/30 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

Jeanette Sanders, family of Kris Dean, Cassie Rae 

Crandall, Linda Kirk, Linda McClellan, Lisa Lide, 

Cristina Villareal-Mata, Justin Freelen, Dolly Den-

ny, Marian Reed, Joe Sandlin, Ida Jean Sanders, 

Kathy Hunt, John Meadows, Jack Greenlee, Harold 

Sanders, Bob Dunegan, Kathy Huffman, Socorro 

Sausedo, Chris Shelton and Melba Spann.  

Confined to home: Judy Barry, Patsy Morrison and 

Bob Nuchols. 

Serving in the military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christo-

pher Manchigiah and Charles Moler.  

WORSHIP COUNTS 

 

October 4 236 

October 11 192 

October 18 387 

October 25 275 

In-person worship during October saw an average 

of 57 people in the sanctuary each week. 

The majority of worshippers use Facebook, 

YouTube and Tennison’s website to access the 

worship service. 

mailto:pastor@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:admin@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:finance@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:music@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:children@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:liz.sanders1298@gmail.com?subject=Hello

