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Can you believe that 2020 is almost over? 

Did everyone just shout, “Hallelujah!”? 

Well, just remember that God is always pre-

sent in the good and the bad and God promis-

es to deal with the bad. Listen to this passage 

from Isaiah: 

7 On this mountain he will destroy the shroud 

that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers 

all nations; 8 he will swallow up death forever. 

The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears 

from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of 

his people from all the earth. The LORD has 

spoken.  

This sounds pretty good doesn’t it? This is out 

of Isaiah chapter 25. This reading is one of 

those we have set aside for Easter Day. 

The challenge of this passage is the waiting. 

Verse 9 follows this word of encouragement 

up with, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited 

for Him, so that He might save us.” Waiting 

for God to act on our behalf. 

I was reading something Bishop Willimon 

wrote about this passage and he called on a 

scene out of “All in the Family.” 

“Archie Bunker, in fierce argument with his 

agnostic son-in-law, is asked, ‘Archie, if 

there’s a God, why is there so much suffering 

in the world?’ 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
Pastor Mike Cline 

 (cont’d. on pg. 2) 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Please look for worship videos, posts 

and messages on email, YouTube, Fa-

cebook and on the church website. 

www.youtube.com 

www.facebook.com/tennisonumc 

www.tennisonumc.org 

Youth can find out the latest Youth 

news and keep in contact with our 

Youth Director at: 

facebook.com/tennisonyouth 

Take the 

poll on 

page 3. 

WORSHIP 

One service for in-person worship is 
held each Sunday morning in the 
sanctuary at 10 a.m. At this time, this 
is the only service available. 

Please bring a face mask with you and 
wear it during the service.  

Hand sanitizer will be provided. 

 

What about Christmas 

Eve? See plans on page 4. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRIw9lQ8lqKT2Nvj-UYtEA
http://www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
http://www.tennisonumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/tennisonyouth/
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He replies, ‘I’ll tell you why. Edith, if 

there’s a God, why is there so much suf-

fering in the world?’ 

There is only awkward silence, so Archie 

yells, ‘Edith, would you get in here and 

help me? I’m having to defend God all 

by myself.’” 

What Bishop Willimon says about this 

passage is that there is grace in the 

waiting. We grow in the waiting.  

“Only the church that is able to keep 

ranks in a waiting world, that does not 

flinch at open wounds, that views the 

world from the underside, can hope to 

march one day to the summit. Only the 

church that can forgo its desire to sing 

Alleluia and claim victory, that dares to 

join its voice with those who know only 

dirges, can hope to be a part of a real 

victory party.” 

This is maybe what it means to be a 

Lenten Church. This is maybe what it 

means to be an Advent Church. 

We have done a lot of waiting this year. 

And we still are, in many ways, waiting. 

But please remember there is grace in 

the waiting. 

God never abandons us. Help is always 

just around the bend. The one thing we 

can never do, is give up. 

 Mike 

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.) 

 

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 
 

It is December! To me that means Christ-
mas! What a wonderful time of the year. 
One of my favorite things to happen at 
church this season is the children’s pro-
gram. The kids enjoy retelling the Christ-
mas story and this year will not be an ex-
ception. Covid or not here we come! The 
Tennison Kids Christmas Program will hap-
pen, but with a slight twist. 

At Thanksgiving, the number of children 
actively involved with the activities of the 
children’s program is 26! I think, and hope, 
the Christmas Program I have come up 
with will make you smile and for a moment 
forget that social distancing is still a thing. 

Remember to invite all the kids and par-
ents you see! Let’s share the love of Christ 
this Christmas! 

You can call or text my phone at (903)746-
5484 or email children@tennisonumc.org. 

 

Love and Blessings, 

Mrs. Corey 

MEMORIALS 

It’s easy to give a memorial gift honor-

ing a loved one. Just contact the church 

office and we will be glad to help. 

 

903.572.5341 

admin@tennisonumc.org 

PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant 75456 

Mrs. Corey helps the three wisemen bearing gifts find baby 

Jesus in this photo from the 2019 Christmas show in our 

sanctuary. 

mailto:children@tennisonumc.org?subject=Thanksgiving%20activity%20bag
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BAPTISMS 
 

Melody, Bethany, Charity, Jesse, and Felicity Guest were baptized Oct. 23 at their home. 

Charity Lynn Guest 

Felicity Westelle Guest 

Jesse Owen Guest 

Bethany Christine Guest 

Melody Grace Guest 
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CHRISTMAS EVE 

As we move into December, you may be 
wondering what we will do this year on 
Christmas Eve.  

This year’s Christmas Eve service will be 
different from what we have done in the 
past.  This year, in order to keep every-
one safe, we are going to celebrate 
Christmas Eve and Holy Communion as 
individual families.   

On the night of Dec. 24th, I will come in 
early and pray over and bless our com-
munion elements.  The sanctuary will 
be open from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.   

With clean hands and a mask, I will 
hand out homebound communion and 
an Advent candle (put together by Corey 
Mills) that you can take home.  This year 
we will celebrate this holy night as fami-
lies and friends, in our homes.  All you 
have to do is tell me how many people 
are in your family. Please be safe.   

And if you are wondering, this is how 
communion was done for many, many 
years in the very early church.  “They 
broke bread in their homes and ate to-
gether with glad and sincere 
hearts…”  Acts 2:46.   

It will be a wonderful night to celebrate 
the gift of Christ in our world.    —Mike 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

Patsy Morrison 

March 15, 1930 - October 29, 2020  

Patsy Cody Morrison was born March 15, 

1930 in Rover, AR to Homer Pugh and Ila 

Chester and passed away October 29, 2020 

in Mt. Pleasant, TX.  

She was a member of the Janet Martin Sun-

day School class at Tennison Memorial Unit-

ed Methodist Church of Mt. Pleasant. 

Patsy is survived by her son and daughter-in

-law, Don and Melody Cody; son and daugh-

ter-in-law, Tom and Cathy Cody; daughter 

and son-in-law, Dianne and Gregg McNeal; 

grandchildren, great grandchildren, brother, 

Bob Cody; sister and brother-in-law, Sue and 

Dave Adam; numerous nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her husband 

Odell Morrison; first husband, Bill Cody; par-

ents; mother and father-in-law, Jewel and 

Howard Cody; brothers, Jack Pugh and Bob 

Roy Pugh; sister and brother-in-law, Judy 

McGraw and Wayne; daughter-in-law, Jana 

Cody, sister-in-law, Surene Cody and brother

-in-law, Bobby Maples. 

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT VISITS 
 

North District Superintendent Rev. Karen 
Jones attended the annual Charge Conference 

held Nov. 15 in 
the Tennison 
sanctuary. She 
introduced herself 
and gave some 
insight into her 
background and 
call to ministry. 
The meeting was 
conducted 
smoothly and ef-
ficiently following 
her devotional. 
There were 15 
church members 
in attendance. 



 

Tennison Tower December 2020 pg. 5 

50 YEARS OF STIRRING GRAVY 

3 sticks margarine 

3 cups flour 

1 tablespoon each salt and pepper 

1 gallon milk 
 

“Gravy has to be stirred on the bias,” Johnny Thomas was 

known to say. “If it is too thin, stir clockwise to make it thick; 

and if it’s too thick, stir it counter-clockwise to thin it.” 

Gravy was a staple at the Men’s Community Prayer Breakfast along with scrambled eggs, ba-

con, sausage, hash brown potatoes, homemade biscuits, orange juice and coffee. That was a 

far cry from the humble 1954 beginning where seven men gathered on Wednesday mornings in 

the Hotel Stephens Coffee Shop for a devotional and cup of coffee with new minister Chester 

Phillips. 

The group added members quickly and soon needed more room. They were welcomed to Ten-

nison’s Fellowship Hall and a full breakfast soon became part of the meeting. The sound of a 

cow bell at 6:30 a.m. signaled that food was served. Over the years, the cook team included 

Ben Scott, Jack Pope, Charlie Coker, Perry Wilhite, Manley Moore, Joe Austin, Jesse Newman, 

Johnny Thomas, Tom Nuchols, Otto Spearman, Carlos Kidwell, Al Carter, Jack Reed, Claude Al-

exander and Gary Oliver. 

The cost of breakfast was often an issue. When the price was raised from 25 cents to 40 cents, 

J.O. Sisk told the group he would have to quit coming. Some time later, James Kidwell com-

plained when the cost went from 50 cents to 75 cents. To silence him, Dr. Bob Matkin pulled 

out a $100 bill and told James to go on back to the Hotel Stephens Coffee Shop. 

At 7 a.m. the men belted out the Aggie War Hymn before hearing the devotional offered by a 

member or special guest. Speakers from local charities like Salvation Army, Safe T Shelter and 

hospice were often invited to share their missions. 

The group developed a strong camaraderie and many deep friendships over 60 years. They 

were serious about their time of reflection and prayer, but also had a sense of fun. Butch Shipp 

missed a meeting once and was unanimously elected as program chairman in his absence! 

(Stories told by Charlie Merka and edited by Suzy Boatner are used in this article.) 

Men’s Community Prayer Breakfast members gathered for a group photo in 2013. The organization met from 1954-2014. 
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CONTACT US 
 

Church office: (903)572-5341 
Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 
 

Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30 
Closed for lunch 12-1.  Closed on Fridays 
 

Pastor: Rev. Mike Cline,  
 pastor@tennisonumc.org 
Administrative Secretary and Tennison Tower editor:  
 Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org 
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, 
  finance@tennisonumc.org 
Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org 
Children’s Director: Corey Mills,  
 children@tennisonumc.org 
Youth Director: Liz Sanders,  
 liz.sanders1298@gmail.com 

ANNIVERSARIES 

THIGPEN, Buddy & Margaret (26) 

12/03 

SWOFFORD, Sandra & George 

(60) 12/17 

MCDANIEL, Marc & Lisa (44) 

12/18 

RODRIGUEZ, Carlos & Debbie 

(29) 12/21 

SCHARLACH, Art & Jane (57) 

12/21 

OKOLO, Chris & Esther (28) 

12/23 

ROACH, Jon (34) 12/26 

BOATNER, Jerry & Suzy (14) 

12/29 

BIRTHDAYS 

RUSSELL, Ronnie 12/02 

KIRK, Ken 12/04 

RODRIGUEZ, Carlos 12/04 

HAMPTON, Gerald 12/05 

MENHENNETT, Matthew 12/05 

OLD III, Bird 12/08 

HODGE, Randy 12/10 

DANNER, Craig 12/12 

ROACH, Jon 12/14 

JOHNSON, Carl 12/15 

DENNY, Ralph 12/16 

OKOLO, Chris 12/16 

SANDERS, Jeanette 12/16 

ANDERSON, Carol 12/18 

GRISSOM, Tom 12/18 

BRUSH, Mavis 12/27 

SCHUMACHER, Debbie 12/28 

SANDLIN, Sue 12/31 

STRUBE, Heather 12/31 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

Joyce Roach, Jeanette Sanders, family of Kris 

Dean, Cassie Rae Crandall, Linda Kirk, Lisa Lide, 

Justin Freelen, Dolly Denny, Marian Reed, Joe 

Sandlin, Ida Jean Sanders, Kathy Hunt, John 

Meadows, Jack Greenlee, Harold Sanders, Bob 

Dunegan, Kathy Huffman, Socorro Sausedo, Chris 

Shelton and Melba Spann. Richard Englehardt is 

improving and he is thankful for your prayers. 

Confined to home: Judy Barry and Bob Nuchols. 

Serving in the military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christo-

pher Manchigiah and Charles Moler.  

WORSHIP COUNTS 

 

November 1 260 

November 8 332 

November 15 187 

November 22 389 

November 29 133 

In-person worship during November saw an aver-

age of 59 people in the sanctuary each week. 

The majority of worshippers use Facebook, 

YouTube and Tennison’s website to access the 

worship service. 

mailto:pastor@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:admin@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:finance@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:music@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:children@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:liz.sanders1298@gmail.com?subject=Hello

