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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

WORSHIP FACE TO FACE

Pastor Mike Cline

One service is held each Sunday
morning in the sanctuary at 10 a.m.
Please wear your face mask during
the service and use hand sanitizer.

I may have shared this story once upon a time in
a sermon, but it’s really good enough to see twice.
It’s an article from Kathryn Shattuck that I found
several years back.
“Laura Barnett and Sandra Spannan set up shop
on 44th Street in Manhattan. They are not selling
anything but their temporary exhibition entitled
‘Inside/Out’, is a laundromat with a difference.
Laura and Sandra are performance artists and
they stand and sit in the shop window dressed in
white, like 19th century washerwomen.

SHARE LOVE—NOT COVID
Get on the TRMC waiting list for
Moderna’s vaccine. Fill out the form
at titusregional.com.

Take the
poll on
page 3.

“While Sandra does some portrait drawing of passers-by, Laura will put her fingers to her lips and
underline the words on the glass which extend the
invitation:

‘Air your dirty laundry. 100%
confidential. Anonymous. Free.’
“Those on the other side of the glass are urged to
pick up a pen and clipboard, write down their confession, seal their paper in an envelope marked
‘secret’ and drop it in a bucket on the pavement.
When the author is out of sight, an assistant delivers the envelopes to Laura who reads the confessions and tapes them on the window for the world
to see. Passers-by stop in scores to study the
newly revealed secrets.
One confession reads: ‘I am dating a married man
and getting financial compensation in exchange for
the guilt.’
(cont’d. on pg. 2)
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SCOUT SUNDAY IS FEB. 7
Meet members of our new all-girls
troop during morning worship.
STAY IN TOUCH
Enjoy our worship videos, posts and
messages on email, YouTube, Facebook
and on the church website:
www.youtube.com
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
www.tennisonumc.org
News just for youth can be found at:
facebook.com/tennisonyouth
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From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

Another statement says: ‘I make fun of my
friend behind her back all the time.’

The Art of Kindness class is creating Valentines
for community long-term care facilities through
Cypress Basin Hospice.

One person said: ‘The hermit crab was still
alive when I threw it down the trash chute.’
And then the cry from the heart: ‘I haven’t
yet visited my dead parent’s grave.’
“Some expressed anxiety that they were
carrying in regard to real estate. Others
confessed much heavier failures. My guess
is that there are scores of people on our
streets waiting for such an opportunity. I
went to a church last night that I hadn’t visited before. At one stage in the service the
worship leader said, ‘Let us confess our
sins.’ In the next few seconds, amid the
hundreds of people who were present, there
was a cacophony of confession. Then came
the liberating announcement of absolution,
‘You are accepted! You are forgiven! You
are free!’

The kids worked hard to
come up with some loving
cards to share with others. The thought and care
put into their work is always
heartwarming.
Love and blessings,
Mrs. Corey

“Such an opportunity within the church to
confess our sins is so rare I get surprised
when it happens. Karl Menninger hit the nail
on the head with the title of his book that
asks, ‘Whatever Became of Sin?’
Laura and Sandra’s temporary, makeshift
confessional has done enough to highlight
the truth that there are lots of stories waiting to be told. There are people on our
streets longing for the healing that comes
when we make our confession in honesty
and in trust.
So, what’s in our washing basket and how
might we provide the opportunities for us all
to hang out our dirty linen?

Then I acknowledged my sin to you
and did not cover up my iniquity.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.”
And you forgave the guilt of my sin.
Psalm 32:5
Mike
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YOUTH

IN MEMORIAM

Youth is continuing to meet for Sunday
School at 9 a.m. This month we are focusing
on what it means to “Be the Church.” It occurred to me that we hear that phrase all the
time and as Christians we want to strive to
spread the light of Christ into the world and
“Be the Church” but we don’t always know
how.

Lisa Newman

I think it’s especially important that our students learn this and apply it to their lives.
For five weeks, we will be discussing different
ways we can accomplish this.
We will be discussing different ways that students can share their faith and be a beacon
of hope, especially in these hard times.

(September 23, 1965 - January 14, 2021)
Lisa Newman, 55, passed away on January 14,
2021 in Longview, TX. She was born on September 23, 1965 in Ft. Madison, IA to Pete
Gram and Carol Holland Ellis.
She is survived by her loving husband, Tim
Newman; parents; daughter, Jessica Smith;
grandchildren, Daycee Smith; brother and sister in-law, John and Jane Gram; nieces, Sophie
Gram and Sydney Gram.

A graveside service was held at Bridges Chapel
Cemetery.

As always, we are checking temperatures,
social distancing, and wearing our masks. If
you are sick, please stay home and stay safe.
Blessings and peace to all! ~ Liz

EXTENDING OUR CONDOLENCES
Christine Dinger
Christine Evelyn Dinger, mother of Betty Alspaugh-Turner, succumbed to a massive
stroke on January 7, 2021 at Ascension St.
John Hospital in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Her leisure time was spent gardening, painting, sewing, cooking and reading. She had a
lovely voice and sang on request at the Arcadia Park Assembly of God Church where she
was a member.
Annie Ruth Garrett
Annie Ruth Garrett, mother of Stan Garrett,
died at the age of 93 on Jan. 11, 2021.
She worked for Guaranty Bank & Trust for
48½ years. She devoted her retirement years
to her grandchildren, Jacob and Katie, and frequently provided free and excellent babysitting services to Stan and Suzan.
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WORSHIP COUNTS

ANNIVERSARIES

January 3

188

Welch, Wes & April (15)

January 10

486

Huffman, Kathy & Chuck(47) 02/15

January 17

360

Price, Jason & Beth (22)

02/20

January 24

421

Roesler, Marvin & Jan (56)

02/27

January 31

219

02/11

An average of 335 people worshipped with us
each week in January using Facebook, YouTube
and Tennison’s website to access our worship videos in addition to those attending the service.
PRAYERS NEEDED
Rhonda Lesher (her husband Mark died of COVID),
Margaret Kirtley (COVID), Lisa Newman’s family, Margaret Thigpen’s family (Driscolls and Adkins - COVID),
Stan and Suzan Garrett’s family, Betty and George
Turner’s family, Jack Greenlee’s family, Bob Currey’s
family (Judy Hamilton’s cousin), family of Kris Dean,
Cassie Rae Crandall, Linda Kirk, Lisa Lide, Justin
Freelen, Marian Reed, Joe Sandlin, Ida Jean Sanders,
Kathy Hunt, John Meadows, Harold Sanders, Bob
Dunegan, Kathy Huffman, Socorro Sausedo, Chris
Shelton and Melba Spann.

BIRTHDAYS
BOWERS, Shirley

02/01

WITHERSPOON, Richard

02/01

SHELTON, Chris

02/02

MENHENNETT, Lara

02/03

PEARSON, Read

02/04

ANDERSON, Rick

02/05

LOVELESS, Rick

02/08

BOWERS, Jana

02/09

ANDERSON, Ella

02/10

ANDERSON, Jake

02/10

NICHOLS, Kerri

02/11

ENGELHARDT, Sandra

02/15

SHELTON, Cale

02/15

CONTACT US

WHITE, Lupe

02/15

Church office: (903)572-5341
Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456

KING, Tommy

02/16

WARD, Mitchell

02/16

Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30
Closed for lunch 12-1. Closed on Fridays

COBB, Kathy

02/17

ANDERSON, Luke

02/19

Pastor: Rev. Mike Cline,
pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Secretary and Tennison Tower editor:
Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest,
finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills,
children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders,
liz.sanders1298@gmail.com

PRICE, Beth

02/20

SPEARMAN, Bobby Joe

02/20

WARD, Kelsey

02/20

LOVELESS, Julie

02/22

FENDER, Michael

02/23

SPRINGSTEAD, Ric

02/23

BARRY, Judy

02/24

HARGROVE, Kay

02/25

HARGROVE, Justin

02/26

MCCLELLAN, Linda

02/27

Confined to home: Judy Barry and Bob Nuchols.
Serving in the military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christopher
Manchigiah and Charles Moler.
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