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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

WORSHIP FACE-TO-FACE

Pastor Mike Cline

One service is held each Sunday morning
in the sanctuary at 10 a.m.
Please wear your face mask during the
service and use hand sanitizer.

I am a pretty big fan of Malcom Gladwell’s
writing. He has an amazing way of seeing
things. One of his latest books is called “David
and Goliath: Underdogs, Misfits, and the Art of
Battling Giants." In an interview with Inc.
magazine, Gladwell revealed a little of his
thinking in the book.
In his book he talks about how people overcome their challenges in life to do great
things. One example is Ingvar Feodor Kamprad who was born March 30, 1926 on a small
farm called Elmtaryd near the village of Agunnaryd in the Swedish province of Småland. He
began his career at the age of six, selling
matches. When he was ten, he crisscrossed
the neighborhood on his bicycle, selling
Christmas decorations, fish and pencils. At 17,
in 1943, Kamprad’s father rewarded him with
a small sum of money for doing well in school,
despite being dyslexic. With it, Ingvar founded
a business named as an abbreviation for his
boyhood home – Ingvar Kamprad from Elmtaryd, Agunnaryd or IKEA.
“A much larger percentage of successful entrepreneurs are dyslexic than in the general
population: Richard Branson, Paul Orfalea,
Charles Schwab, John Chambers at Cisco, David Neeleman at JetBlue. And if you talk to
them, they will explain to you that they don't
think they succeeded in spite of their disabil-

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ~ MARCH 14

Take the
poll on
page 3.

STAY IN TOUCH
Enjoy our worship videos, posts and
messages on email, YouTube, Facebook
and on the church website:
www.youtube.com
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
www.tennisonumc.org
News just for youth can be found at:
facebook.com/tennisonyouth

PALM SUNDAY ~ MARCH 28

(cont’d. on pg. 2)
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From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

ity. They think they succeeded because of
it.”

Our sweet kiddos have done it again.

Gladwell was asked, “You note there are also a disproportionate number of dyslexic
people in prison, though. So, what needs to
happen to make a difficulty desirable?”

They have created more beautiful art for
the people in our church who are unable
to attend service in person.
They love to share their art and are
looking for more people to share with.

His reply, “Gary Cohn at Goldman Sachs is
dyslexic, but he probably has an IQ of 150
and had a pretty strong family around him.
He can go through a lot of hell in school
and still come out okay. But now imagine
someone who didn't have a stratospheric
IQ, whose family wasn't supportive, and
who had other disadvantages, like they
woke up every morning hungry. Now, it's
hard to see that their dyslexia would as
easily be a desirable difficulty.”
Ingvar Kamprad had a family, guidance,
and someone who cared. Most of the people who read this article have people
around them who care. But what if you
don’t? I think one of the most rewarding
things there is in life is to help someone
who I KNOW does not expect help. Showing
care and kindness to people who have been
trained not to expect it is one of the great
opportunities of the church. And there is a
world of those opportunities out there. To
be a next-level Christian church means to
be a church that looks beyond our usual
circles for opportunities to love our neighbor.
How do you do this? Be kind. Do not judge.
And invite them to be a part of your church
family, your world, your circle of friends. It
is my great fear that the church will continue to fail until we do. But remember this,
among us in the crowd is the next great
underdog story. Somewhere near us there
are diamonds waiting to be discovered,
treasure to be found. And if we grow as
Christians to the proper level, we will see
that all the people around us are diamonds.

If you have a friend or neighbor who
could use a smile, please send their
name and address to Corey Mills or the
church office.

Roses are red,
Violets are blue,
Valentine’s is over,
But we still love you!

Love and blessings,
Mrs. Corey

Mike
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SHEPHERD GROUPS
This ministry has evolved as a result
of COVID and restrictions placed on
us to, hopefully, restrict sickness
and/or loss of life.
Many members of our congregation
have not been able to participate in
face-to-face worship since last
spring. Some may feel lonely or left
out.
Our group wants to reach out to all
our members to let them know that
we are family and we love one another and miss their presence. We
have thirteen persons who have volunteered to "shepherd" eight to
twelve individuals/families.
They will reach out to these folks to
pray for them, to share needs and
concerns such as illness and to help
them, if needed, to worship through
the Tennison website, YouTube or
Facebook.
The most important goal is to show
our love for ALL our members
through prayer and contact. If desired, concerns may be passed on to
the pastor. Your shepherd leader will
be contacting you soon if you have
not already heard from her/him.
Yvonne Hampton

SHEPHERDS MEET ~ MAR. 10
A meeting for all the shepherds will
be held Wednesday, Mar. 10 at 4:30
p.m. in the Gathering Hall. Please
attend and help this ministry grow.

APRIL 4, 2021
Sunrise Service @ 7 a.m. in the
Memory Garden
Regular Service @ 10 a.m. in
the Sanctuary
Tennison Tower

IN MEMORIAM
James (Junk) Arnold Bowers
Junk died at home Feb. 23, 2021 in
Mt. Pleasant, TX. He was born Nov.
30, 1932 in Dunn, TX to George Lee
and Norma Bowers. He attended
school in Dunn and graduated from
Snyder High School in 1950.
Junk married his high school sweetheart, Shirley Ann
Weber Bowers on July 10, 1953 in Snyder, TX. They
then spent two years in Brooklyn, NY where he was
stationed at Governors Island as a Military Police officer
in the US Army.
Junk worked in gasoline plants as a roustabout operator and plant foreman and ended his career as owner of
Bowers Ultrasonics doing metal pipe testing in gasoline
plants until he was 80 years old.
He was a lifelong Methodist and a member of Tennison
MUMC and the Janet Martin Sunday School class for 50
years. Over the years, he served as usher, member of
the Grounds Committee and the Wednesday night
cooking team.
Junk is survived by his wife Shirley Ann Bowers, son
and wife Powell and Barbara Bowers, daughter-in-law
Jana Bowers, grandchildren Jennifer and Joseph Bowers and Michael and Madison Bowers. He was preceded
in death by his son Randy Joe Bowers and his parents.
Because of COVID-19, a memorial service will be held
at Tennison MUMC at a later date.

MUSIC NOTE
On Valentine's Day, I published a new hymn entitled
"The Woman Who Fears the Lord."
With the upcoming blizzard, I looked up Bible references to snow. Proverbs 31:21 says, "She is not afraid
for her household when it snows, for all her household
are clothed in crimson." This passage, in praise of Godly women, was just right for a blizzard.
First, I chose the parts that best told the story. I rearranged some words and left out a few that repeated,
but didn't change any words. That is important to me.
Is it a big deal? Probably not; it's just a criterion I put
on myself.
After the text was set into syllables, I chose a music
note for every syllable of every word. I chose to set
mine in a pattern of eight syllables in the first line and
seven in the second.
From there, it's just music. I made the soprano line
sound how I wanted, added all the harmony parts, and
voila - a new hymn!
I believe God calls us to use our interests to His Glory.
There's no telling when something you do will speak to
someone's heart. Even if it doesn't, it's a nice private
worship of God — who calls us to the Upper Room.
David Mills
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WORSHIP COUNTS

ANNIVERSARIES

February 7

384

February 14 (closed due to snow)

270

SPRINGSTEAD, Ric & Beverley (42)
03/14

February 21

229

WARD, Monty & Candy (32) 03/18

February 28

428

An average of 328 people worshipped with us
each week in February using Facebook, YouTube
and Tennison’s website to access our worship videos in addition to those attending the service.
Even being closed on Feb. 14 didn’t keep us from
worshipping online.
PRAYERS NEEDED
Family of Junk Bowers, Lisa Brown (daughter of
Marian and Jack Reed), Bird Old, Bob Walker, Perry Jones (friend of Margaret Thigpen), family of
Mark Lesher, Margaret Kirtley, family of Kris
Dean, Cassie Rae Crandall, Linda Kirk, Justin
Freelen, Marian Reed, Joe Sandlin, Ida Jean Sanders, Kathy Hunt, John Meadows, Harold Sanders,
Bob Dunegan, Kathy Huffman, Socorro Sausedo,
Chris Shelton and Melba Spann.

BIRTHDAYS
REED, Jack

03/01

BEASON, Jerry

03/05

HILL, Patsy

03/08

REED, Marian

03/09

GUEST, Felicity

03/10

WARD, Audrey

03/13

MILLS, Amelia

03/15

ROLF, Debbie

03/16

MCDANIEL, Matthew

03/18

GUEST, Ethan

03/20

DURRUM, Carol

03/21

PETERS, Dave

03/21

GRISSOM, Karla

03/23

PRICE, Bekah

03/26

WELBORN, Nancy

03/28

Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30
Closed for lunch 12-1. Closed on Fridays

HARTSFIELD, Althea

03/30

Pastor: Rev. Mike Cline,
pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Secretary and Tennison Tower editor:
Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest,
finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills,
children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders,
liz.sanders1298@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

Confined to home: Judy Barry and Bob Nuchols.
Serving in the military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christopher Manchigiah and Charles Moler.
CONTACT US
Church office: (903)572-5341
Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456
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It’s easy to give a memorial gift
honoring a loved one.
Just contact the church office
and we will be glad to help.
903.572.5341
admin@tennisonumc.org
PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant 75456
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