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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

WORSHIP FACE-TO-FACE

Pastor Mike Cline

One service is held each Sunday morning
in the sanctuary at 10 a.m.
Please wear your face mask during the
service and use hand sanitizer.

The middle school dance…
My church camp stint began as an elementary
school counselor. That means I had six boys
in a cabin who ranged from extremely homesick to don’t-ever-take-your-eye-off-him!
I then moved on to seventh grade camp. This
is clearly the best camp of all because the kids
have not become high schoolers (need I say
more?) but they are not as shy and homesick
as the younger kids.
From seventh grade, I went to directing the
entire camp. It was a HUGE responsibility, but
a lot of fun. Back then (you know, when we
walked to school uphill both ways in the snow)
we still had dances for the kids on the last
night of camp.
As the director of camp, I got to see a lot of
kids and watch how they prepared for this
great event from the very first day of camp.
The boys liked to talk smack. They were plotting which girl they would ask to dance with
them all week long. They went through this
amazing ritual to try to get the girls to notice
them. But the girls were much more likely to
be seen in a corner somewhere, whispering
and pointing at the boys they liked.
When the big day arrived, the kids got all fancied up. It is true that I had plenty of fun with
the kids. I even dyed my hair purple and
(cont’d. on pg. 2)
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STAY IN TOUCH
Enjoy our worship videos, posts and
messages on email, YouTube, Facebook
and on the church website:
www.youtube.com
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
www.tennisonumc.org
News just for youth can be found at:
facebook.com/tennisonyouth
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From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

spiked it up one year. I’m sure the camp staff was pleased with the purple bathroom
counter we left behind.
Anyway, the kids were ready, the bands were ready, the halls were decorated, and the
music began to play. And guess what? The kids just stood there looking at each other.
I walked around asking them what they were waiting for and egged them on to go ask
for a dance. The boys wanted so badly to dance, and the girls too, but it seemed like
an impenetrable barrier had been put between them.
I have said this before. Invite people to church. Invite people you don’t know. And
guess what? Few are doing it.
The statistics on this are all pretty depressing. In his book “The Unchurched Next
Door,” Thom Rainer says that only 2% of church people ever invite someone to church.
The amazing thing is that a whopping 82% of people who have never been to church
say they are likely to go if someone would just ask them. It’s exactly like those dances.
Everybody wants to dance, but nobody wants to ask. I wish I had those odds every
time I went fishing!
Here’s the thing. Inviting is pretty easy. But there are a few things to keep in mind.
First, you must be positive and confident. If they say ‘no’ then smile and say, “let me
know if you change your mind.”
I read about some research that described something called "emotional contagion." It
is what happens when people are strongly influenced by the moods of other people.
According to research from Ohio University and the University of Hawaii, people can
unconsciously feel the emotions of those around them. People can tell if you look like
Droopy Dog when you invite them.
Second, it is okay to reveal your flaws. A researcher named Elliot Aronson asked male
students from the University of Minnesota to listen to tape recordings of people taking
a quiz.
When people did well on the quiz but spilled coffee at the end of the interview, the students rated them higher on likability than when they did well on the quiz and didn't
spill coffee or didn't do well on the quiz and spilled coffee. It’s called the "pratfall effect" and people will like you more after you make a mistake.
Revealing that you aren't perfect makes you more relatable and vulnerable toward the
people around you. And finally, another thing you can do is Smile. Smile. Smile.
If you approach someone and invite them to church doing your best impression of Eeyore, then you probably won’t succeed.
Sooooo… the music is playing, the hall is decorated, the kids are all filled with anticipation and yearning to be asked.
—Mike
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
If you were in the sanctuary on Palm
Sunday, you saw colorful Easter eggs in a
variety of places. Our creative kiddos
were excited to see how many they could
spot during church. The eggs will be in
new places on Easter, so join the kids and
see how many you can spot!
We will have an Easter egg hunt during
Sunday school on April 4 at 9:15 a.m. Our eggs will be empty like the tomb on Easter morning. The kids will hunt the
courtyard for 20 eggs, sanitized and hidden appropriately for
different ages. Eggs will be exchanged for fun Easter surprises of candy, trinkets and crafts to enjoy at home. Kids 2
years old through 5th grade may hunt and everyone can
watch the joy and excitement.
Please let me know if your children and grandchildren will be able to attend so there will be
plenty for everyone. Call or text me at 903-746-5484 or call the office at 903-572-5341.
Love and blessings, Mrs. Corey

EASTER CHOIR
The choir has been rehearsing for a special performance of “Because He Lives” on Easter Sunday. They will perform online and also in person during the 10 a.m. service.
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WORSHIP COUNTS

ANNIVERSARIES

March 7

364

TAYLOR, Pat & Leigh (41) 04/12

March 14

276

March 21

338

MCCLELLAN, Bill & Linda (30)
04/20

March 28

243

An average of 305 people worshipped with us
each week in March using Facebook, YouTube and
Tennison’s website to access our worship videos in
addition to those attending the in-person service.

PRAYERS NEEDED
Carolyn Dungan, family of Junk Bowers, Lisa
Brown, Bird Old, Bob Walker, Perry Jones (friend
of Margaret Thigpen), Margaret Kirtley, family of
Kris Dean, Cassie Rae Crandall, Linda Kirk, Justin
Freelen, Marian Reed, Joe Sandlin, Ida Jean Sanders, Kathy Hunt, John Meadows, Harold Sanders,
Bob Dunegan, Kathy Huffman, Socorro Sausedo,
Chris Shelton and Melba Spann.

BIRTHDAYS
ROLF, Garry

04/03

TURNER, Betty

04/03

THIGPEN, Margaret

04/07

MELLODY, Addie

04/08

ROACH, Joyce

04/08

SANDERS, Liz

04/12

WELCH, Wes

04/12

BARKOW, Chuck

04/13

NOBLE, Jim

04/16

MILLS, David

04/18

NELSON, Karen

04/19

YANCEY, Harrison

04/20

CLAY, Jerry

04/21

Church office: (903)572-5341
Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456

NICHOLS, Brian

04/21

NICHOLS, Luke

04/23

Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30
Closed for lunch 12-1. Closed on Fridays

GUEST, Melody

04/25

Pastor: Rev. Mike Cline,
pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Secretary and Tennison Tower editor:
Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest,
finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills,
children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders,
liz.sanders1298@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

Confined to home: Judy Barry and Bob Nuchols.

Serving in the military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christopher Manchigiah and Charles Moler.

CONTACT US
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It’s easy to give a memorial gift
honoring a loved one.
Just contact the church office
and we will be glad to help.
903.572.5341
admin@tennisonumc.org
PO Box 967
Mt. Pleasant TX 75456
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