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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

WORSHIP FACE-TO-FACE

Pastor Mike Cline

One service is held each Sunday morning
in the sanctuary at 10 a.m.
Please wear your face mask during the
service and use hand sanitizer.

Tara Haelle is a science journalist, public speaker,
and author of “Vaccination Investigation” and “The
Informed Parent.” I came across an article she
wrote that I thought was really amazing.
March 16, 2020 saw the beginning of clinical trials
of the Moderna vaccine, before the pandemic was
realized by most of us.
The work on mRNA vaccines had begun decades
before. There was no real urgency in making it
work and it had never worked before now. Chinese
scientists sequenced the virus genome two
months before Moderna began work. But three
days after these Chinese scientists published their
findings, Moderna went to work. By mid-February
of 2020 almost 30 vaccines were in development.
The fastest vaccine ever prepared was the mumps
vaccine, and it took four years to develop. Maurice
Hilleman not only developed this vaccine, but over
40 others, including measles, mumps, hepatitis A,
hepatitis B, meningitis, pneumonia,and rubella.
His vaccines have been credited with saving millions of lives and with eradicating common childhood diseases. The measles vaccine alone has
prevented approximately one million deaths.
It took Moderna nine months to develop a vaccine
that is 95% effective. That’s absolutely miraculous
in the world of vaccine production.
Scientists and journalists watched suspiciously to
find any problem, shortcut, or any steps being
skipped, but there were none. How did this happen?

(cont’d. on pg. 2)
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CALENDAR
Trustees meet Tues., May 4 at 6
p.m. in the Gathering Hall
Administrative Board meets MonTake
the
day, May 17 at 6 p.m. in the
Gathering Hall
poll on
COVID Vaccine Clinics on May 6-7
page 3.
and May 27-28 (see pg. 4)

BIRTHDAY FUNDRAISER
Please donate to the TMAC repair
fund with a generous contribution
equal to the numbers in your birth
month and day.
STAY IN TOUCH
Enjoy our worship videos, posts and
messages on email, YouTube, Facebook
and on the church website:
www.youtube.com
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
www.tennisonumc.org
News just for youth can be found at:
facebook.com/tennisonyouth
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

According to Haelle, this was done with the help
of two things. The first was money. The US government poured billions of dollars into the project
to help it.
The second thing is ironic. The United States was
absolutely dismal at containing the virus. Politics,
slow response, bad information and a highly contagious virus were all contributing factors that ensured this virus was going to spread very fast.
And it did. However, this also made it very easy
for the clinical trials to move quickly.

Hello church family,
This month in the Children’s Department we are having lots of fun!
One of the fun things we are doing is
learning ways to celebrate our
moms. Ways to love them, honor
them, and help them using examples
from the Bible. There are many great
mothers in the Bible to learn from.

Moderna hit the ground running with their vaccine
ONLY because decades of research were already
available to them. The Phase 1 and Phase 2 trials
sped through because there was no delay in funding.
But Phase 3 trials normally take years to complete. In order to complete a Phase 3 trial there
needs to be a large number of people in the placebo group who actually get sick, and most diseases don’t run through the population at breakneck speed. But because the US failed on an epic
scale at containing the virus, it spread quickly to
every corner of our country.
The sheer number of people who got sick gave
scientists the very clear results that this mRNA
vaccine was highly effective. Believe it or not, the
Moderna and Pfizer vaccines went through every
single step that all other vaccines have gone
through. Every hoop, every safety measure, every
checkpoint was adhered to. It was the high rate of
infections that sped the trials through to have an
unbelievably effective vaccine in only nine
months.
Understandably, some people are worried about
the long-term effects of these vaccines. But the
only long-term effects of vaccines are seen in the
first few weeks or months of trials. This is why
scientists do clinical trials of up to 40,000 people.
And now, we have vaccines that prevent almost
ALL mild or moderate illness. M.D.Anderson is doing research on mRNA vaccines for colon cancer.
Right now, there are more than 20 active trials
trying to develop mRNA vaccines for cancer.
Miraculous.
—Mike
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Another fun thing we are doing this
month is learning some new songs to
sing during service. If you have a kid
2—11 years old, bring them to Sunday
school at 9:00 a.m. so they can get in
on the fun!
One of the songs we will be learning is
“He’s Got the Whole World in His
Hands.” It is a fun, catchy song that
I’m sure the kids and adults will love
to sing along with. We will keep the
rest a surprise for now!
Be on the
lookout for
news about
VBS. It’s almost that
time again!
Love and
blessings,
Mrs. Corey
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COVID VACCINE CLINIC
Texas Health and Human Services personnel held a one-day COVID-19 vaccine clinic in
the TMAC on April 26. Three vaccines were available: Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson &
Johnson. 107 shots were given to those attending.
Church staff produced a bilingual promotional video with help from Abiline Aguilar of NE
-TX Unidos who described the vaccination process in both English and Spanish. The video was distributed widely and answered questions for those hesitant
to participate.
Additional clinics in the TMAC will be
held on May 6-7 and May 27-28.
See pg. 4 for details.

WHEELCHAIR RAMP

Mary Kay Dunay felt sunshine on her face for the first time in months thanks to the
wheelchair ramp built by Tennison volunteers on April 24. Tom Nuchols and his crew of
Carlos Rodriguez, Jimmy Franks, Chuck Hamilton, Marc McDaniel and Read Pearson
designed a ramp that allows safe passage over the entryway obstacles of steps, pavers
and gravel that became insurmountable barriers following Dunay ‘s illness.
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WORSHIP COUNTS

ANNIVERSARIES

April 4
366
April 11
287
April 18
250
April 25
274
An average of 294 people worshipped with us each
week in April using social media and attending the inperson service.

WOBICK, Bob & Sandy
43 yrs. on May 6

PRAYERS NEEDED
Sandra Engelhardt, Carolyn Dungan, Bird Old, Bob
Walker, Cassie Rae Crandall, Linda Kirk, Justin
Freelen, Joe Sandlin, Ida Jean Sanders, John
Meadows, Harold Sanders, Bob Dunegan, Kathy
Huffman, Socorro Sausedo, Chris Shelton and
Melba Spann.

WITHERSPOON, Richard & Janie
2 yrs. on May 18
RUSSELL, Ronnie & Betty
23 yrs. on May 22
ROLF, Garry & Debbie
19 yrs. on May 23
NOBLE, Jim & Ann
59 yrs. on May 26
HOLLOWAY, Ronnie & Lynn
53 yrs. on May 31

Confined to home: Judy Barry and Bob Nuchols.
Serving in the military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christopher Manchigiah and Charles Moler.
NOTE OF THANKS
To the Janet Martin Sunday School Class
and Martha Ministries:
Thank you for the delicious meal that was
delivered to our home the morning of Junk’s memorial service. Our family loved everything that
was prepared and appreciated having it at the
house ready to eat when we returned home from
the service.
Our love, Shirley Ann Bowers and Family
CONTACT US
Church office: (903)572-5341
Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456
Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30
Closed for lunch 12-1. Closed on Fridays

REDFEARN, Tina

05/09

MENHENNETT, Joshua

05/12

SUNDERLAND, Nathan

05/12

STRUBE, Cameron

05/20

WALKER, Charlotte

05/22

MENHENNETT, Colton

05/23

MENHENNETT, Robert

05/23

PEARSON, Melissa

05/27

PETERS, Cathy

05/28

OKOLO, Esther

05/30

COVID CLINICS

Pastor: Rev. Mike Cline,
pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Secretary and Tennison Tower editor:
Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest,
finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills,
children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders,
liz.sanders1298@gmail.com
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May 6 & 7



2-7 p.m.

May 27 & 28



2-7 p.m.

Clinics will be held in the TMAC
Walk-ins welcome
No appointment needed
Vaccines available: Pfizer,
Moderna, Johnson & Johnson
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