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The origin of things makes them special.  

I have a highly-prized baseball. It is signed, 

but not by who you think. I would LOVE a 

baseball signed by David Ortiz or Pedro Mar-

tinez, but this ball is signed by a group of Lit-

tle League baseball kids I coached when I was 

about 21.  

The head coach worked for the railroad and 

was called out of town at the beginning of the 

season. I had to take over but we did well. 

The kids and I had a great adventure and at 

the end of the season I bought the kids tro-

phies with my money. The kids all signed a 

baseball for me. The origin of things makes 

them special. 

Consider the Cherokee Purple Heirloom Toma-

to. This is one of the most popular heirloom 

tomatoes. 

In 1986, Craig LeHoullier, author and lifelong 

gardener, discovered the Seed Savers Ex-

change. This Iowa nonprofit preserves heir-

loom plants. He started building his heirloom 

seed collection through magazine seed swaps. 

Eventually word got out that he was collecting 

seeds, growing tomatoes from seeds, and dis-

seminating seeds through the Seed Savers 

Exchange. 

Each spring people mailed him heirloom toma-

to seeds. In 1990, an envelope arrived from 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
Pastor Mike Cline 

 (cont’d. on pg. 2) 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Enjoy our worship videos, posts and 

messages on email, YouTube, Facebook 

and on the church website: 

www.youtube.com 
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc 
www.tennisonumc.org 
 
News just for youth can be found at: 

facebook.com/tennisonyouth 

Take the 

poll on 

page 3. 

WORSHIP FACE-TO-FACE 

One service is held each Sunday morning 
in the sanctuary at 10 a.m.  

Please wear your face mask if you have 
not been vaccinated for COVID-19. 

CALENDAR 

June 1 Community Bible Study 

June 3 Chamber Orchestra rehearsal 

June 10 Chamber Orchestra rehearsal 

June 13 VBS Planning Meeting 

June 14 Finance Committee 

June 17 Chamber Orchestra rehearsal 

June 20 Father’s Day 

June 24 Chamber Orchestra rehearsal 

June 29 Administrative Board 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRIw9lQ8lqKT2Nvj-UYtEA
http://www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
http://www.tennisonumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/tennisonyouth/
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John D. Green in Sevierville, TN. With it were 

seeds from a purple tomato grown by the Cher-

okees for more than 100 years. 

LeHoullier suspected it was really a pink tomato. 

Old seed catalogs often described pink tomatoes 

as purple. Still, he decided to plant the seeds 

and see what happened. To his amazement, as 

the fruit ripened, he and his wife Susan saw a 

color they'd never seen before. They knew they 

were the recipients of something truly special 

when they tasted the tomatoes. "They were ab-

solutely delicious," LeHoullier said. 

He wanted to share seeds from his discovery 

with others, but he needed to name the tomato 

first. "Based on information Mr. Green shared 

with me, I thought Cherokee Purple was as 

good a name as any," LeHoullier recalled. Next, 

he called his friend Jeff McCormick who ran 

Southern Exposure Seed Exchange to tell him 

about a tomato with an unusual color, interest-

ing history and great flavor. 

The next spring, McCormick grew plants with 

LeHoullier's seeds. He loved the taste but wor-

ried about the color, so he called LeHoullier and 

said, "Well that’s a fine tasting tomato, but it's 

funny looking. It looks like a leg bruise, and I'm 

not sure the public will accept it. I'll tell you 

what. I'll carry the seed in my catalog, and we'll 

see what happens." Parallel to sharing the seed 

with McCormick, LeHoullier also shared the seed 

through the Seed Savers Exchange. To say the 

tomato has been popular since is an understate-

ment. It has been a runaway hit. 

I think we can take a lesson from this story. 

Every person we see, no matter where they are, 

no matter where they’ve been, no matter what 

they’ve been through – every person we see 

was fearfully and wonderfully made. Every per-

son – no matter how they look now – was knit 

together by God and in God’s image. Imagine a 

world where the church knew this, believed this, 

and acted accordingly. 

 Mike 

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.) 

 

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 

Jumping June bugs! Summer is 

here! And with it are a few won-

derful opportunities to help kids 

grow in faith! 

The children need to hear the 

amazing stories of Jesus and feel 

God’s love on Sunday mornings. 

I have been so incredibly blessed 

to work with these kids the last 

few years so I am confident that 

you will be, too! Please prayerfully 

consider if volunteering with the 

children’s ministry is a good fit for 

you. I have some great plans for 

these kids that can only happen 

with the help of our church body. 

VBS is on its way! Let’s all say 

“PRAISE THE LORD!” Our kids look 

forward to the fun that Vacation 

Bible School brings. Our VBS will 

be July 25-28 from 5-6:30 p.m. 

We will do wellness screening and 

have the kids together but safely 

distanced. Please volunteer to help 

with this amazing outreach. It is an 

important ministry opportunity for 

our church. No amount of planning 

can make VBS possible without all 

of you wonderful volunteers! 

Please let me know you will help! 

There will be a planning meeting 

during Sunday school on June 13 

starting at 9 a.m. in the Renacer 

classroom. 

Contact Corey at 903.746.5484 to 

join our children’s ministry team as 

a VBS volunteer or Sunday school 

teacher. I’m waiting to hear from 

you! 

Love and blessings, 

Mrs. Corey 
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IN MEMORIAM 

George Swofford 

George 

Daniel 

Swofford, 

age 82, 

passed 

away on 

May 3, 

2021. He 

was born 

on Octo-

ber 19, 

1938 in 

Titus County to Ernest Alford and Corine 

Hughes Swofford.  He served in the US 

Navy for 19 years, 3 months and 17 days 

and retired from Texas Utilities. 

He is survived by his wife Sandra Swof-

ford of Mt. Pleasant; daughters Sue Stew-

art of Mt. Pleasant, Kim Milner and Jimmie 

of Greenville, Christine and Troy Ander-

ton, II of Mt. Pleasant, Danielle and Jack 

White, Jr. of Mt. Pleasant, Elizabeth and 

Matthew Whorton of Hallsville, Carrie 

Jones of Mt. Pleasant; 12 grandchildren 

and 16 great grandchildren. He also has a 

brother Ricky and Ruth Swofford of Mt. 

Pleasant, sister and brother-in-law Carol 

and Arnold Oikle of Uxbridge, MA, sisters-

in-law Donna Mello of Whitinsville, MA, 

Deborah Gray of Manchaug, MA, Marie 

Henderson of Linwood, MA, Dorothy Ne-

doroscik and husband Joseph of Douglas, 

MA, and numerous nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his parents 

Ernest and Corine Swafford; brothers J.C. 

and Emory Swofford; sister-in-law Pearl 

Swofford; father and mother-in-law Her-

bert and Olvia Henderson; sister-in-law 

Wanda Swofford; uncle Bill Henderson; 

brothers-in-law Paul Mellow, Sr., Vick 

Vecchione and George Henderson Sr.   

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Bob Walker 

Bob E. Walker, 88, 

made his last flight 

and earned his final 

set of wings on May 

1, 2021. He was born 

June 12, 1932 on 

Maynard Ranch, 

south of Roscoe, TX 

to Oren E. and Maude 

Harpole Walker.  

Bob graduated from 

East Texas State Uni-

versity in 1956. He was a ROTC Cadet 

Commander his senior year and a Distin-

guished Military Graduate. He entered the 

Air Force in 1956 and quickly rose to 

Captain, where he flew various aircraft 

and helicopters until 1964. 

After receiving his M.S. in Mathematics 

from Arizona State University, he began 

his career as a Bell Helicopter production 

test pilot. He authorized the program for 

the Eagle Eye unmanned aircraft and was 

a project pilot for various helicopters. Bob 

was  a member of the Society of Experi-

mental Test Pilots and mingled with the 

first eight US astronauts. He retired from 

Bell Helicopter in 1990 as the Manager of 

Research and Development. 

Bob was a member of Tennison MUMC 

and a former director of the Mt. Pleasant 

Chamber of Commerce. 

He is survived by his wife Delores Daniels 

Walker; his children and their spouses, 

Lynn Connolly, Tracy and Robert Croys-

dale, and Robert Walker; and his step-

children and their spouses, James Rex 

and Denise Redfearn and Jennifer and 

Jeff Howell; as well as nine grandchildren 

and four great grandchildren. 

He is preceded in death by his first wife 

and mother of his children, Kay Nancy 

Nesbitt Walker. 
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COVID VACCINE CLINIC 

Tennison hosted four COVID-19 clinics in May 

providing much needed vaccine to the public. 

Three vaccines were offered at each clinic. 

The Hispanic community surrounding the 

church was invited with signs, print and radio 

spots, social media and podcasts in Spanish. 

TX Health and Human Services staff reported 

hundreds of shots were given. They will stage 

additional clinics in the TMAC during June if 

public demand warrants it. 

LONG RAMP HOME 

Tom Nuchols and his volunteer crew recently 

built a 48 foot ramp for Larry Crooks. 

TexasRamps.org and private donations pay 

for the building materials used in wheelchair 

ramps. Please consider giving a donation that 

will make it possible to keep pace with the 

number of ramps requested in Titus County.  

RAMP RESTORES FREEDOM 

Thank you so much for my wonderful ramp. 

God has truly blessed me. You will never 

know what I felt when I took my first trip 

outside yesterday. You all were my angels. 

God bless you all, 

Mary Kay Dunay 

CONSULTANT SHARES INSIGHTS 

Dr. Robert Hunt consulted with a small team 

from Tennison on ways to enhance the online 

presence of Tennison MUMC. The months of 

the pandemic have seen a welcome surge in 

online viewers for the weekly worship videos.  

Dr. Hunt challenged the group to think of 

ways to retain this growing audience and 

meet their needs at the same time in-person 

church attendance resumes. 

Attending the session were: Pastor Mike 

Cline, Ric Springstead, Melissa Pearson, Jeani 

Guest and Charlie Guest. 

Pastor Cline and Ric Springstead (l-r) 

take notes from Dr. Robert Hunt. 

Read Pearson, Marc McDaniel, Chuck Hamilton, 
Tom Nuchols and Jimmy Franks (l-r) are pictured 
with Mrs. Crooks. Not pictured are Gary Oliver and 
Tim Kelley. Mary Kay 

Dunay gives 

thanks for her 

new ramp. 
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CONTACT US 
 

Church office: (903)572-5341 

Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 
 

Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30 

Closed for lunch 12-1.  Closed on Fridays 
 

Pastor: Rev. Mike Cline,  

 pastor@tennisonumc.org 

Administrative Secretary and Tennison Tower editor:  

 Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org 

Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, 

  finance@tennisonumc.org 

Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org 

Children’s Director: Corey Mills,  

 children@tennisonumc.org 

Youth Director: Liz Sanders,  

 liz.sanders1298@gmail.com 

ANNIVERSARIES 
ANDERSON, Rick & Carol 

 43 yrs. on June 3 

MCCARVER, Matt & Tracy 

 27 yrs. on June 4 

ENGELHARDT, Richard & Sandra  

 57 yrs. on June 14 

MCCARVER, Dick & Dorothy 

 52yrs. on June 14 

ANDERSON, Luke & Tasa 

 19yrs. on June 15 

MCGREGOR, Heather & James 

 22 yrs. on June 17 

NUCHOLS, Tom & Galand 

 56 yrs. on June 19 

PEARSON, Read & Melissa 

 44 yrs. on June 21 

NICHOLS, Brian & Kerri 

 21 yrs. on June 24 

HARGROVE, Justin & Kay 

 18 yrs. on June 28 

FARR, Tracy & Susan 

 36 yrs. on June 29 

 
BIRTHDAYS 

OLIVER, Gary 06/01 

STRUBE, Charlie  06/02 

JOHNSON, Stephanie  06/03 

NICHOLS, Bethani  06/03 

RUSSELL, Betty  06/04 

BOWERS, Joseph  06/05 

MCGREGOR, Katie 06/06 

MILLS, Elijah 06/06 

WESSON, Barbara  06/07 

WITHERSPOON, Richie  06/10 

MCCARVER, Matt  06/11 

STANLEY, Dayna  06/13 

HOLLOWAY, Ronnie  06/18 

HOLLOWAY, Lynn  06/19 

WESSON, Jerry  06/20 

REDFEARN, Jordan  06/21 

CROSS, Jan  06/23 

MEANS, Mollie  06/26 

STANLEY, Donna  06/26 

BURKE, Cheryl  06/27 

HENRY, Melody  06/29 

MCCARVER, Dick  06/29 

COBB, Charles  06/30 

SCHARLACH, Art  06/30 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

Dean Jennings, George Swofford’s family, Bob Walk-

er’s family, Sandra Engelhardt, Carolyn Dungan, Bird 

Old, Cassie Rae Crandall, Linda Kirk, Justin Freelen, 

Joe Sandlin, Ida Jean Sanders, John Meadows, Harold 

Sanders, Bob Dunegan, Kathy Huffman, Socorro 

Sausedo, Chris Shelton and Melba Spann. Confined to 

home: Judy Barry and Bob Nuchols. Serving in the mil-

itary: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christopher Manchigiah and 

Charles Moler. 

WORSHIP COUNTS 

May 2 605 

May 9  481 

May 16 478 

May 23 421 

May 30 247 

An average of 446 people worshipped with us each 
week in May by viewing social media and attending the 
in-person service.  

YOUTH GROUP 

Join us Sunday at 9 a.m. for a new study. 

For the past few weeks we have been doing a 

new study called “Groove” diving deep into the 

fundamentals of our faith. 

Each student will get a journal of daily devotions 

related to our topics from the Sunday before.  

We will finish Confirmation class this summer! 

Watch for finalized dates and times. 
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