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Does anyone know how Elvis Presley, Jerry 

Lee Lewis, Ray Charles, Johnny Cash, 

Chuck Berry, and James Brown are con-

nected? By music, of course, but what else? 

They are all a part of the earliest roots of rock 

and roll. But more than that, it was their roots 

in Pentecostalism that fed their music. 

Jerry Lee Lewis’ cousin once screamed, “My 

family started rock and roll!” That cousin was 

on a rampage to denounce rock music; his 

name – Jimmy Swaggart. This fits more with 

my memories of rock music for sure. But 

there is another side to the story – in fact, 

there almost always is. 

By the late 1970s, artists including Donna 

Summer, Al Green, Van Morrison, Arlo Guthrie 

and Bob Dylan infused their songs with Chris-

tian themes and evangelical messages. Bob 

Dylan became very religious and eventually 

recorded only Christian songs. Even Black 

Sabbath has a lot of Christianity in their 

songs. 

Kerry Livgren is the man who wrote the songs 

“Carry on Wayward Son” and “Dust in the 

Wind.” He helped write many other songs for 

Kansas. He became a Christian in 1980. He 

then released his first solo work called “Seeds 

of Change.” He had help, too. Two vocalists, 

Ronnie James Dio and David Pack of Ambro-

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
Pastor Mike Cline 

 (cont’d. on pg. 2) 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Enjoy our worship videos, posts and 

messages on email, YouTube, Facebook 

and on the church website: 

www.youtube.com 
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc 
www.tennisonumc.org 
 
News just for youth can be found at: 

facebook.com/tennisonyouth 

Take the 

poll on 

page 3. 

WORSHIP FACE-TO-FACE 

One service is held each Sunday morning 
in the sanctuary at 10 a.m.  

Please wear your face mask if you have 
not been vaccinated for COVID-19. 

CALENDAR 

July 5   Office closed 

July 6   Trustees mtg. 

July 25-28  Vacation Bible School 

Aug. 1   Pastor’s wedding 

Aug. 2-14  Pastor’s honeymoon 

Aug. 15  Promotion Sunday, 

 Backpack Blessing & 

 Confirmation 

Aug. 16   Finance mtg. 

Follow the summer adventures of Troop 6209 on page 4. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRIw9lQ8lqKT2Nvj-UYtEA
http://www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
http://www.tennisonumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/tennisonyouth/
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sia, Jethro Tull’s drummer Barriemore Barlow, and 

guest spots by friends from Kansas. 

Rick Wakeman was the world-class keyboardist for 

the group Yes. He played for Elton John, David 

Bowie, and Cat Stevens, but he ended up home-

less. His experiences helped him return to his 

foundations as a Christian. 

Lou Gramm was the original lead singer for the 

band Foreigner. He overcame a drug problem and 

a brain tumor (which was literally causing him 

‘double vision’) and became a Christian in his 40s. 

He told a Fox News station, “I’m a devout born-

again Christian. God plays a role in everything I 

do. I know he gave me life and saved my life. I 

serve him.” 

These are not the only rockers who became Chris-

tians. Alice Cooper, Ric Derringer, Mark Farner 

(Grand Funk Railroad), Nicko McBrain (Iron Maid-

en), Dave Mustain (Metallica), Bono (U2), and Jon-

athan Cain (Journey) are all Christians. Unfortu-

nately, many of the names in this article were 

shunned (and much worse) by Christians and 

churches. They were judged without knowledge, 

categorized, and labeled. Which leads me to pon-

der who else out there has been treated the same 

way. 

How many ordinary people who struggle through 

life right now will become Christ followers some 

day? Are we helping them? Or hindering them? 

Who is out there facing an onslaught of judgment 

for their choices, instead of love and grace? 

The church has to figure out that the only people 

that Jesus ever had a harsh word for were the 

church people. He did not judge the woman caught 

in adultery. He did not judge the Samaritan wom-

an. He did judge the hated tax collector. He did 

not judge the unclean. He did not judge the fail-

ures, losers, or outsiders. In fact, He welcomed 

them. He visited them. He ate supper with them. 

To be a Christ follower is to be Christ-like in our 

actions. I hope we can watch for the people 

around us who need acceptance. 

 Mike 

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.) 

 

Pastor Mike Cline and Cindy 

Reider will be united in marriage 

on Sunday, Aug. 1 at 11:30 

a.m. in the Tennison sanctuary.  

The congregation is invited to 

remain after the worship service 

and be joyful witnesses. 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 

Confirmation classes will start 

Sunday, July 4th during Sunday 

School (9-9:45 a.m.). We will 

continue throughout the Sun-

days in July.  

Students who started the confir-

mation class last year that was 

cut short because of COVID-19 

are encouraged to attend, as 

well as any other youth that has 

not completed it.  

Sunday, August 15th, we will 

recognize all confirmands during 

the Promotion Sunday worship 

service.  

Want to join? Call or text Liz @ 

903-305-0900. 

Stay tuned for updates on sum-

mer activities!  
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 

Vacation Bible School is about three weeks away and we need your help! You could be 

a group leader, a nursey helper or you could donate snacks for the kids. I have a list of 

snacks still needed and would love to hear from you. Catch me during Sunday school or 

after church on Sunday mornings or call/text 903-746-5484 anytime.  

You don’t want to miss learning about God’s Amazing Promises at VBS! 

Love and blessings from Mrs. Corey. 

 



 

Tennison Tower July 2021 pg. 4 

WHEELCHAIR RAMPS 

Tennison’s volunteer crew directed by Tom Nuchols built two more wheelchair ramps in 

June despite the hot weather. Five ramps have been built in 2021 with two on the wait-

ing list. Go to TexasRamps.org for an application and details. 

This 40 ft. ramp was constructed in 5 hours by 5 volunteers. It will 

provide years of safe access to the relieved homeowner (in red shirt). 

SCOUTS AT CAMP 

Troop 6209, chartered to Tennison MUMC, took its first summer camp trip to Camp 

Constantin near Mineral Wells, TX under the leadership of Scoutmaster Carr Ramsey. 

The camp is on Possum Kingdom Lake and offers a full range of outdoor activities. This 

troop is only open to girls and is part of the BSA program. Hannah, Abby and Reagan 

worked on knot tying, first aid, swimming, ecoscience and geocaching. Alexa, age 18, 

met requirements for Automotive, Farm Mechanics, Mammals and other badges. 

Troop 6209 poses on top of a 90 

foot cliff called Hell’s Gate, a well

-known diving point at Possum 

Kingdom Lake.  

Back row (l-r): Scoutmaster Carr 

Ramsey and swim instructor Hay-

den. 

Front row (l-r): Alexa Ramsey, 

Abby Neal, Hannah Ramsey, and 

Reagan Dykes. 

The troop welcomes girls ages 11

-18. They can join at any time. 
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CONTACT US 
 

Church office: (903)572-5341 

Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 
 

Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30 

Closed for lunch 12-1.  Closed on Fridays 
 

Pastor: Rev. Mike Cline,  

 pastor@tennisonumc.org 

Administrative Secretary and Tennison Tower editor:  

 Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org 

Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, 

  finance@tennisonumc.org 

Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org 

Children’s Director: Corey Mills,  

 children@tennisonumc.org 

Youth Director: Liz Sanders,  

 liz.sanders1298@gmail.com 

ANNIVERSARIES 

MEANS, JR., Bill & Mollie (47) 

07/13 

MENHENNETT, Robert & Lara 

(33) 07/23 

SANDERS, Kathy & Wayne (24) 

07/26 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

SCHARLACH, Jane  07/04 

PRICE, Jason  07/06 

SPEARMAN, Mary Ann  07/06 

RODRIGUEZ, Debbie  07/10 

STANLEY, David  07/13 

ROESLER, Jan  07/15 

OLIVER, Penny  07/16 

STRUBE, Ramsey  07/17 

WILHITE, Mac  07/22 

NOBLE, Ann  07/23 

WELCH, April  07/23 

CROSS, Herbert  07/30 

RUSSELL, Sara 07/31 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

Betty Alspaugh Turner, Judy Barry, Toni Evetts, 

Dean Jennings, George Swofford’s family, Bob 

Walker’s family, Sandra Engelhardt, Carolyn Dun-

gan, Bird Old, Cassie Rae Crandall, Linda Kirk, 

Justin Freelen, Ida Jean Sanders, John Meadows, 

Harold Sanders, Bob Dunegan, Kathy Huffman, 

Socorro Sausedo, Chris Shelton and Melba Spann. 

Confined to home: Bob Nuchols.  

Serving in the military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christo-

pher Manchigiah and Charles Moler. 

WORSHIP COUNTS 

June  6 518 

June 13 340 

June 20 321 

June 27 481 

An average of 415 people worshipped with us 
each week in June by viewing online worship vide-
os or attending the in-person service. 

MEMORIALS 

It’s easy to give a lasting memorial gift honoring a 

loved one. Just contact the church office in one of 

these ways: 

903.572.5341  

admin@tennisonumc.org 

PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 

Music Director David Mills invites 

talented local musicians to be part 

of a chamber orchestra this sum-

mer. Rehearsals are Thursday from 

6-8 p.m. in the Gathering Hall. A 

performance is slated for July 31 at 

6 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
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