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I believe God wants us to celebrate life. I have 

shared many stories with you about how I have 

seen God in amazing ways. But it happens all the 

time. And we will see it if we watch.  

In an episode of NPR's “This American Life,” Esther 

and Paul Grachan had been seeing each other for 

a short time when Paul decided to ask her to be 

his girlfriend. That day, while paying for a sand-

wich, he noticed that a dollar bill he was about to 

hand the cashier had the name "Esther" written on 

it in pencil. How strange, he thought, that this 

should happen right when he was thinking about 

their relationship. He kept the bill and decided to 

frame it and give it to her as a gift. She was 

speechless when she saw it but told him to ask her 

about it later. 

Years passed, they got engaged and then married, 

and the framed dollar resurfaced in their home. 

Apparently, Esther had written her name on the 

dollar and a few others after a breakup and said to 

herself at the time that she would marry the man 

that brought it back to her. She didn't tell him why 

she was speechless because she thought bringing 

up marriage so soon in the relationship would 

scare him off. But she believed in that moment he 

was "the one." 

In a story told on the WYNC podcast “Radiolab” in 

2001, a 10-year-old girl named Laura Buxton 

stood in her front yard with a red balloon. On the 

side of the balloon, she wrote, "Please return to 

Laura Buxton," along with her address. She then 

released it into a strong wind. The balloon traveled 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
Pastor Mike Cline 

 (cont’d. on pg. 2) 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Enjoy our worship videos, posts and 

messages on email, YouTube, Face-

book and on the church website: 

www.youtube.com 
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc 
www.tennisonumc.org 
 
News just for youth can be found at: 

facebook.com/tennisonyouth 

Take the 

poll on 

page 3. 

WORSHIP FACE-TO-FACE 

One service is held each Sunday 
morning in the sanctuary at 10 a.m.  

Please wear a face mask if you have 
not been vaccinated for COVID-19. 

CALENDAR 

Aug. 2-14  Pastor’s honeymoon 

Aug. 15  Promotion Sunday, 

 Backpack Blessing & 

 Confirmation 

Aug. 15 After Church Picnic 

Aug. 16   Finance mtg. 

Aug. 17 Sewing Class work day 

Aug. 31 Sewing Class planning 

Aug. 31 Admin. Board mtg. 

CONFIRMATION 

Confirmation will take place Aug. 

15 on Promotion Sunday. Eight 

confirmands will take the vows of 

the United Methodist Church. 

They are excited to become pro-

fessing members of our congrega-

tion. See the list on page 6. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRIw9lQ8lqKT2Nvj-UYtEA
http://www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
http://www.tennisonumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/tennisonyouth/
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roughly 140 miles south before descending, 

and finally landed in the yard of another 10-

year-old girl. The second girl's name? Also, 

Laura Buxton! After getting in touch and ex-

plaining the coincidence, the girls decided to 

meet, and discovered a whole range of un-

canny similarities. Not only did they look and 

dress alike, but both girls had three-year-old 

chocolate labs, grey rabbits and guinea pigs. 

Both brought their guinea pigs to the meet-

ing, unplanned. 

Aimee Maiden and Nick Wheeler were sifting 

through old family photographs in anticipation 

of their upcoming wedding, only to discover a 

striking coincidence. They had unknowingly 

taken their first picture together as children, 

11 years before they met. Though the two 

grew up over 300 miles apart in opposite cor-

ners of England, Nick's family had been on a 

beach vacation in Aimee's hometown. The 

snap of the two shows Aimee and her family 

sitting just feet behind Nick, both playing in 

the sand. 

There are so many events in life that happen 

even when they are wildly improbable. Our 

universe itself is wildly improbable, but here 

we are. For a solar eclipse to be possible, the 

sun (which is 400 times wider than the moon) 

has to be exactly 400 times farther away. 

I sometimes wonder how many people see 

these amazing things in our world. To me it 

seems so often that God reveals these things 

just because He can. 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the 

skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day af-

ter day they pour forth speech; night after 

night they display knowledge. There is no 

speech or language where their voice is not 

heard. Their voice goes out into all the earth, 

their words to the ends of the world. In the 

heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, 

which is like a bridegroom coming forth from 

his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run 

his course.”  Psalm 19:1-5 

 Mike 

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.) 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Judith Lynn Barry 

02/24/1939—07/07/2021 

 

Judith Lynn Barry 

died July 7, 2021, 

after years of bat-

tling Parkinson’s. 

She was born 

February 24, 

1939, in Atlanta, 

TX to Troy Baker 

and Bernice 

(O’Kelly) Baker. 

Judy graduated from Queen City High 

School and also from North Texas Uni-

versity with a degree in business educa-

tion. She taught in St. Louis and at Mt. 

Pleasant High School for a few years 

before staying home to raise their two 

boys. 

Judy took art classes at NTCC with Jo 

Taylor for13 years and became a signa-

ture member of the Southwestern Wa-

tercolor Society in Dallas. She won 

awards there and at other competitions. 

Tennison Memorial UMC was Judy’s 

church home for over six decades. She 

served in many areas including wom-

en’s and children’s activities and most 

recently the Tennison Endowment Fund. 

She loved music and shared her talents 

by being the organist in Queen City dur-

ing high school as well as the pianist for 

the Janet Martin Sunday School class. 

Judy is survived by her husband of 60 

years, Dr. Charles Barry; sons Jon and 

wife Carolyn with their three children, 

Mark and wife Celina with their two chil-

dren; brother Tom Baker and wife Sher-

ry; brothers-in-law Dean and wife 

LaCrecia, Dr. Brian and wife Sara; and 

nieces and nephews. 
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Vacation Bible School 
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Vacation Bible School 
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SCOUTS HAVE FUN AT CAMP 

Cub Camp at Heritage Park in Sulphur Springs, TX took 

place June 24-26. This district-wide event brought to-

gether packs from Mt. Vernon, Mt. Pleasant and Pitts-

burg for three days and two nights of water games, ar-

chery, BB guns and slingshots. Over 40 boys and girls 

enjoyed Weird Science projects like building robotic 

toothbrushes, making geode crystals and studying the 

anatomy of bones in their hands. 

Girl Troop 6209, chartered to Tennison MUMC, served 

as staff at the event. They helped conduct campfire 

programs, chapel services and water games. 

Cub scouts from Pack 6034, also chartered to Ten-

nison, attended and had lots of fun. They are already 

looking forward to next year. 

The pack is actively recruiting boys and girls ages 5-10 

years old. The troop is recruiting girls ages 11-17. Boys 

ages 11-18 are also welcome to register for a BSA 

troop that will be added to Tennison’s charter. 

Please contact Scoutmaster Carr Ramsey at 903 335 

0554 or email redneckon1@gmail.com to register a 

child or volunteer as an adult. 

SEWING CLASS 

Tennison’s Wednesday afternoon sewing class is back! 

Class begins Wednesday, Sept. 8! It is open to children ages 8 (3rd grade) through 12 

(6th grade). We will meet every Wednesday as soon as school is over (3:45 p.m. until 

5 p.m.) in the sewing room upstairs in Tennison’s Education Building. A light snack will 

be provided. 

Why should kids learn to sew? Sewing is a great skill for kids to learn. It teaches pa-

tience, hand-eye coordination and instills a lifelong love of “making” that can be learned 

through fun, practical instruction. 

Our sewing projects will include items 

for missions. Service plus some fun 

make and takes. 

Class size is limited, so please contact 

Corey Mills, 903-746-

5484, or go by the 

church office to ob-

tain a registration 

form as soon as pos-

sible. 

Dorothy McCarver 

and Deloris O’Connor 

are planning fun 

projects for sewing 

class starting Sept. 8. 

Register now! 
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CONFIRMANDS 

These youth will be confirmed 

on August 15 during the wor-

ship service: 

 

Ethan Guest 

Harmony Guest 

Melody Guest 

Zulma Mejia 

Elijah Mills 

Bethani Nichols 

Tayler Russell 

Daniel Sunderland 

 

AUGUST 15 

after church 

In the TMAC 

We’re serving:  

 hamburgers 

 hotdogs 

 sides 

 drinks  

 dessert 

 

Bring an appetite! 

JUST MARRIED! 

Rev. Mike Cline and Cindy Reider were joined in mar-

riage on August 1, 2021 in the Tennison MUMC sanc-

tuary. Congratulations and best wishes! 
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MT. PLEASANT CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
 

An audience of over 140 music lovers enjoyed the premiere concert given by the Mt. 

Pleasant Chamber Orchestra directed by David Mills on Aug. 1. The program included 

To A Wild Rose, Simple Symphony and Pirates of the Caribbean Suite.  

WHEELCHAIR RAMPS 

Two ramps were built in the July heat to help people trapped in their homes by steep 

steps and multiple health problems. 

Eva Brown needed a makeover for the ramp already attached to her mobile home. The 

Tennison crew added 12 feet of new ramp to make sure her ramp was not too steep. 

It took 7 volunteers  half a day 

in the summer heat to 

reconstruct  Eva Brown’s old, 

steep ramp. They were all 

smiles when the project was 

finished . Her  walker will 

soon be replaced with a 

wheelchair and she’ll be able 

to access her home with 

confidence and ease. 

For more on getting a free 

ramp for someone in need, go 

to www.TexasRamps.org. 

http://www.texasramps.org
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CONTACT US 
 

Church office: (903)572-5341 

Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 
 

Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30 

Closed for lunch 12-1.  Closed on Fridays 
 

Pastor: Rev. Mike Cline,  

 pastor@tennisonumc.org 

Administrative Secretary and Tennison Tower editor:  

 Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org 

Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, 

  finance@tennisonumc.org 

Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org 

Children’s Director: Corey Mills,  

 children@tennisonumc.org 

Youth Director: Liz Sanders,  

 liz.sanders1298@gmail.com 

ANNIVERSARIES 
TURNER, Betty & George (13) 08/02 

BEASON, Jerry & Elaine (43) 08/05 

DAVEY, David & Barbara (51) 08/05 

CROSS, Herbie & Jan (50) 08/07 

WELBORN, Frank & Nancy (53) 

08/10 

REED, Jack & Marian (65) 08/11 

JOHNSON, Carl & Stephanie 08/12 

OLIVER, Gary & Penny (51) 08/15 

DENNY, Ralph & Dolly (57) 08/22 

TAYLOR, Tim & Chessy (43) 08/25 

BIRTHDAYS 

WOBICK, Sandy 08/01 

ENGELHARDT, Richard  08/02 

HENRY, Keely  08/02 

GUEST, Harmony 08/03 

MCCARVER, Brandon 08/04 

THIGPEN, Buddy  08/07 

ANDERSON, Hannah 08/09 

WELBORN, Frank 08/10 

DAVEY, Barbara  08/11 

KECK, Ladye Harolyn  08/14 

LIDE, Lisa  08/14 

OKOLO, Amanda  08/17 

PRICE, Izzy  08/20 

GREENLEE, Jan  08/21 

MENHENNETT, James  08/22 

HALL, Sue  08/24 

MILLS, Daniel  08/25 

OKOLO, ChrisTina  08/28 

HARGROVE, Devon  08/31 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

Diana Enochs, family of Judy Barry, Matt Hirsch, 

Betty Alspaugh Turner, Toni Evetts, Dean Jen-

nings, Carolyn Dungan, Cassie Rae Crandall, Linda 

Kirk, Ida Jean Sanders, John Meadows, Harold 

Sanders, Bob Dunegan, Socorro Sausedo and 

Chris Shelton.  

Confined to home: Bob Nuchols.  

Serving in the military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christo-

pher Manchigiah and Charles Moler.  

WORSHIP COUNTS 

July  4 447 

July 11 345 

July 18 318 

July 25 304 

An average of 354 people worshipped with us 
each week in July by viewing online worship vide-
os or attending the in-person service. 

MEMORIALS 

It’s easy to give a lasting memorial gift honoring a 

loved one. Just contact the church office in one of 

these ways: 

903.572.5341  

admin@tennisonumc.org 

PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 

mailto:pastor@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:admin@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:finance@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:music@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:children@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:liz.sanders1298@gmail.com?subject=Hello

