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Okay, I am really reaching here, but how 

many of you remember the movie “The 

NeverEnding Story”?  

A young boy named Bastian is constantly 

picked on by bullies. He lost his mom to ill-

ness. His dad is frustrated with Bastian’s con-

stant daydreaming. 

While running from bullies, he hides in a 

bookstore and the owner describes a book he 

warns can be dangerous. Bastian takes the 

book, hides in his school attic, and begins to 

read.  

It is the story of Fantasia, a land badly in need 

of a hero to save it. Bastian is transported into 

the story and immediately finds out there is a 

strange power called “The Nothing” destroying 

the land and all of its people. 

The hero, Atreyu, rides over the land looking 

for wisdom and answers on how to stop The 

Nothing. His nemesis, a large black wolf 

named Gmork, constantly hunts Atreyu. 

In a showdown between them, Atreyu learns 

his searching was in vain. Gmork tells him 

Fantasia is held together by the imagination of 

humans. Gmork lunges at Atreyu but is killed 

by a stake. But, The Nothing keeps consuming 

the land. Atreyu is carried to the child em-

press, just barely avoiding The Nothing. 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
Pastor Mike Cline 

 (cont’d. on pg. 2) 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Enjoy our worship videos, posts and 

messages on email, YouTube, Face-

book and on the church website: 

www.youtube.com 
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc 
www.tennisonumc.org 
 
News just for youth can be found at: 

facebook.com/tennisonyouth 

Take the 

poll on 

page 3. 

WORSHIP FACE-TO-FACE 

One service is held each Sunday 
morning in the sanctuary at 10 a.m.  

Please wear a face mask if you have 
not been vaccinated for COVID-19. 

CALENDAR 

Sept.   6 Office closed -Labor Day 

Sept. 14 Trustees  

Sept. 16 Inter-faith Prayer 

Sept. 20 Finance Committee 

Sept. 28 Administrative Board 

INTER-FAITH PRAYER SERVICE 

Tennison MUMC will host an inter-

faith prayer service on Sept. 16 at 

10 a.m. in the Gathering Hall. This 

non-denominational event brings 

people together from various local 

churches to be renewed by a short 

but meaningful prayer service. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRIw9lQ8lqKT2Nvj-UYtEA
http://www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
http://www.tennisonumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/tennisonyouth/
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When the empress asks him why he looks 

so sad, Atreyu hangs his head and says 

he has failed. But the empress encour-

ages Atreyu by telling him that his jour-

ney was necessary because he brought 

the human child with him. She says that 

all the human child has to do is call out 

her name and save Fantasia! 

Bastian says, “What!?” and can’t believe 

they are talking about him. 

The Nothing continues to consume the 

world. An earthquake shakes the em-

press’s tower and Atreyu is injured. 

Atreyu shouts, “…why doesn’t he ar-

rive?!!” The empress says he doesn’t real-

ize he is in the story. 

Bastian says, “They can’t be talking about 

me?” 

The empress pleads with Bastian to call 

out her name. But Bastian can’t believe 

it’s him they are talking about. He hears 

his father’s words in his ears, “Keep your 

feet on the ground.” He says this is all im-

possible. How could it be him? 

Bastian finally calls out the name of the 

empress and Fantasia is saved. 

I loved this story because it made me 

think about all the people who are Christ 

followers chosen by God. The Holy Spirit 

is calling and guiding them. They have 

gotten involved in the story. And then 

when they are called, and things are ur-

gent, they can’t believe they are called. 

“What? Me? That’s impossible! It can’t be 

me! Get someone else!” And the world 

gets darker. 

“But you are a chosen people, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 

possession, that you may declare the 

praises of him who called you out of dark-

ness into his wonderful light.” 1 Peter 2:9 

 —Mike 

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.) 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Richard Morris Engelhardt 

08/02/1934—08/11/2021 

Richard Engelhardt was born in Joliet, IL 

just 30 miles southwest of Chicago. He 

lived across the creek from a beautiful girl 

named Sandra.  

At a very early age, Richard decided that 

one day he would marry her. 

When he grew up, he served four years in 

the US Air Force then came home to marry 

the girl across the creek.  

He courted Sandra for five weeks, bringing 

her a dozen roses every day. Finally, he 

told her, “You’ll have to marry me before I 

go broke.” And, so she did. 

The way Sandra tells it, they were “perfect 

opposites” and the marriage was a happy 

one until Richard’s death 57 years later. 

Richard was an engineer with IBM for 38 

years then retired in Mt. Pleasant. 

Tennison became the “home church” of the 

Engelhardt family. They donated the ramp 

outside the education building and were 

volunteers in the clothes closet ministry. 

They loved helping others. 

Richard is survived by his wife, Sandra, and 

sons Markus and Christopher. A daughter, 

Michelle, died at the age of two. 

 

Richard and 

Sandra in 

1997 at a 

niece’s 

wedding. 



 

Tennison Tower September 2021 pg. 3 

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 

Tennison welcomed the follow-

ing new members during the 

Aug. 15 worship service: 
 

Bethani Nichols 

Daniel Sunderland 

Elijah Mills 

Ethan Guest 

Harmony Guest 

Melody Guest 

Tayler Russell 

Zulma Mejia 

PROMOTION SUNDAY 

Each year the church presents 

upcoming 3rd grade students 

with bibles. We are delighted 

these students received their 

bibles this year: Amelia Mills, 

Michael Sunderland, Liberty 

Westerberg, and Olivia Ysasi. 

3rd graders received new bibles  

during Promotion Sunday events. 
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Backpack Blessing on Aug. 15 starts the school year right 

Eight new Tennison members display confirmation certificates 
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Troop 6209 Gets Ready for Popcorn Fundraiser 

 

Kali, Grace, Hannah and Lacen 

are members of Troop 6209 

chartered to Tennison. They 

are ready to sell popcorn to 

fund their troop activities. 

Stop by Brookshires in Mt. Pleasant any Saturday in September (8 a.m.—8 p.m.) to 

buy delicious popcorn from the scout troop Tennison charters. Popcorn can also be or-

dered online. Contact the Scoutmaster, Carr Ramsey, at 903.335.0554 for details. 

Troop 6209 enjoyed a kayak trip on the Mountain Fork River near Broken 

Bow, Oklahoma for their monthly campout in August. The troop is open to 

youth ages 11-17.  
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Dear Tennison: 

Cindy and I want to thank you 

for the outpouring of kindness, 

prayers, and gifts to us as we 

begin our new life together.   

Your love and generosity have 

been so much appreciated!  We 

loved our cake!  We loved all the 

cards!  And, of course, all the 

very generous gifts.  

We also want to 

thank you for 

sharing our spe-

cial day with us.  

I was so excited 

to have you 

meet my two 

great friends, 

Jeff and Rhett.   

It is truly over-

whelming to see 

how many peo-

ple traveled, 

tuned in, and 

showed up to 

help us cele-

brate.  There 

are no words to 

describe how 

meaningful that 

is to us.   

And we have a 

very special 

thank you to 

Janie Witherspoon who saw our 

connection before anyone else 

did.   

It was a perfect day for us! 

Thank you all so much! 

 

Mike and Cindy Cline  



 

Tennison Tower September 2021 pg. 7 



 

Tennison Tower September 2021 pg. 8 

WHEELCHAIR RAMPS 
  

Our church volunteers completed a 27 ft. ramp on Aug. 7 despite the heat and an en-

counter with Bigfoot!  

Michael Amerson definitely needed a wheelchair ramp at his home in a remote part of 

Titus County. But, finding his place was a challenge as it lay hidden deep in the woods. 

Tom Nuchols, the Tennison Memorial UMC crew 

leader, has built a lot of ramps down a lot of dirt 

roads. But, he had a funny feeling about this loca-

tion. As he approached the Amerson property for 

the first time, he thought to himself, “This is just 

where Bigfoot would live!” Imagine his surprise 

when a bend in the road revealed the creature 

right in front of his truck.  

He couldn’t resist getting a photo just before the 

mythical beast disappeared into the woods. The 

six man crew built the ramp in 3.5 hours without 

any further contact with the legendary ape-man. 

This was the ninth ramp the crew constructed in 

2021. If you would like to volunteer your time and 

tools, contact Tom at 903.563.5926. 

Donations to buy lumber and hardware are always 

welcome. This ramp cost over $500 to build. 

Ramps that are longer or more complex can cost 

over $1,000.  

If you know someone who needs a ramp, go to 

www.texasramps.org for a referral form. 

 

 

  

 

 

Crew leader Tom Nuchols managed 

to get a quick photo with Bigfoot. 

Shown on the completed ramp 

are (l-r): Marc McDaniel, nurse, 

Jimmy Franks, Tim Kelley, 

Carlos Rodriguez and Tom 

Nuchols. Crew member Chuck 

Hamilton took the photos. 

https://www.texasramps.org/
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CONTACT US 
 

Church office: (903)572-5341 

Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 
 

Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30 

Closed for lunch 12-1.  Closed on Fridays 
 

Pastor: Rev. Mike Cline,  

 pastor@tennisonumc.org 

Administrative Assistant and Tennison Tower editor:  

 Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org 

Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, 

  finance@tennisonumc.org 

Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org 

Children’s Director: Corey Mills,  

 children@tennisonumc.org 

Youth Director: Liz Sanders,  

 liz.sanders1298@gmail.com 

ANNIVERSARIES 

KIRK, Ken & Linda (55) 09/02 

HAMPTON, Gerald & Yvonne (58) 

09/07 

WESSON, Jerry & Barbara (60) 

09/09 

GRISSOM, Tom & Karla (29) 

09/12 

SIGAL, Barbara & Steve (13) 

09/14 

MILLS, David & Corey (17) 09/25 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

DUNGAN, Carolyn  09/04 

HOLDER, Rose   09/04 

RUSSELL, Tayler  09/04 

SHELTON, Sarah   09/04 

MCCARVER, Tracy  09/05 

SANDERS, Wayne  09/05 

RODRIGUEZ, Jonathan  09/11 

WHITE, Wanda  09/12 

PRICE, Ethan   09/13 

SHELTON, Colton  09/16 

SPRINGSTEAD, Beverley 09/16 

TAYLOR, Leigh  09/16 

MCDANIEL, Marc  09/17 

PRICE, Anna  09/18 

ROESLER, Marvin  09/18 

NUCHOLS, Tom  09/22 

TURNER, George  09/22 

DENNY, Dolly  09/23 

STANLEY, Jessie   09/23 

GUEST, Jeani  09/25 

HOLT, Gloria   09/25 

REDFEARN, Pat  09/27 

GUEST, Charlie  09/30 

MEANS Jr., Bill   09/30 

PFEFFER, Mary   09/30 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

Chad Neeley (Debbie Thompson’s son-in-law), 

Lynn Holloway, Caleb Beason, Carolyn Hampton, 

Diana Enochs, Matt Hirsch, Toni Evetts, Dean Jen-

nings, Carolyn Dungan, Cassie Rae Crandall, Linda 

Kirk, Ida Jean Sanders, John Meadows, Harold 

Sanders, Bob Dunegan, Socorro Sausedo and 

Chris Shelton.  Confined to home: Bob Nuchols.  

Serving in the military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christo-

pher Manchigiah and Charles Moler.  

WORSHIP COUNTS 

Aug. 1 589 

Aug. 8 169 

Aug. 15 310 

Aug. 22 305 

Aug. 29 231 

An average of 321 people worshipped with us 
each week in August by viewing online worship 
videos or attending the in-person service. 

MEMORIALS 

It’s easy to give a lasting memorial gift honoring a 

friend or loved one. Just contact the church office 

in one of these ways: 

903.572.5341  

admin@tennisonumc.org 

PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 

mailto:pastor@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:admin@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:finance@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:music@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:children@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:liz.sanders1298@gmail.com?subject=Hello

