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Wade Boggs had a pregame routine. It was all 

done in the name of good fortune. He ate fried 

chicken before every game and took batting 

practice at exactly 5:17 p.m. He took 150 

grounders, no more, no less, before every 

game. Every time he came to the plate, he 

wrote the Hebrew word chai (life) on his bat. 

The pitcher Derek Holland went to Wendy’s 

every night he was going to pitch and ordered 

$30 worth of food. Joe DiMaggio always 

touched second base when he went out to the 

outfield. 

We humans seem to have an insatiable thirst 

for knowing what is coming around the corner.  

Many of us say we like surprises, and I know 

some do, but I’m not so sure most of us like 

surprises. I’m not trying to say there is a 

world of Piglet wannabes out there, but there 

are an awful lot of us who are truly worried 

about receiving bad news. 

There is a lot of mystery in the Bible. And 

there is a promise from God that we will be 

loved all the time. But there are many people 

who would love to take all that mystery and 

get rid of it. And allow me to say this again…

anyone who claims to have all the answers 

should make you very skeptical. 

For many, controlling the future is the goal. 

Not knowing the future can make people very 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
Pastor Mike Cline 

 (cont’d. on pg. 2) 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Enjoy our worship videos, posts and 

messages on email, YouTube, Face-

book and on the church website: 

www.youtube.com 
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc 
www.tennisonumc.org 
 
News just for youth can be found at: 

facebook.com/tennisonyouth 

Take the 

poll on 

page 3. 

WORSHIP FACE-TO-FACE 

One service is held each Sunday 
morning in the sanctuary at 10 a.m.  

Please wear a face mask if you have 
not been vaccinated for COVID-19. 

CALENDAR 

Oct.  9 Health Fair 

Oct. 11 Finance Committee 

Oct. 12 Trustees 

Oct. 18 Administrative Board 

Oct. 27 Fall Faith Festival 

NEW PASTOR ANNOUNCED 

Tennison’s new pastor will be 

someone many of you already 

know – Tommy Earl Burton.  

He will be moving here from Tapp 

Memorial UMC in New Boston, TX 

and will be our pastor effective 

Nov. 1, 2021. Tommy Earl is from 

Mount Pleasant and he is looking 

forward to meeting you. 

For more on this transition, see 

story on page 2.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRIw9lQ8lqKT2Nvj-UYtEA
http://www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
http://www.tennisonumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/tennisonyouth/
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uncomfortable. Why do you think people 

spend so much time and money on astrol-

ogy?  

According to a professor at Harvard (back 

in 2011) the U.S. spends about $120 mil-

lion a year on astrology. That does not in-

clude the number of free websites, phone 

apps, nor the massive amounts of money 

spent by corporations each year for ana-

lysts to “FORECAST” the future.  

And do you read the Farmer’s Almanac to 

see if you can figure out what the weather 

is going to do? People are always trying to 

control the future.  

Daniel Gilbert, another Harvard professor, 

wrote a very popular book called, Stum-

bling on Happiness. He said that the fu-

ture is a mystery, wildly uncontrollable. 

But that doesn’t stop us from trying to 

control it. 

He said that when it comes to the future, 

we humans create in our minds the illu-

sion of foresight. He said we believe we 

can control and see the future. 

We can set appointments, save for retire-

ment, make itineraries, and make sure 

everything is in order, but what if the fu-

ture has other plans? 

Appointments run into flu bugs, retire-

ment dreams might be hosted by Bernie 

Madoff and even if the itinerary says the 

destination is Charlotte the plane may 

land in the Hudson River. 

How do we relax? Maybe Proverbs 3 can 

help us. 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart 

and lean not on your own understanding; 

in all your ways submit to him, 

and he will make your paths straight.” 

 

 —Mike 

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.) 

 

GOODBYE TO TENNISON 

The pastor in Quitman, TX had a heart 

attack and is unable to keep work-

ing. The Texas Annual Conference Cabi-

net, along with our Bishop Scott Jones, 

asked me to go take his place.  This 

change will happen Nov. 1.   

Thank you for all of your support and for 

your belief in me.  Thank you for allow-

ing me to be a part of your world for 

these past nine years.  We have accom-

plished so much together in that 

time.  We have seen a lot of life togeth-

er, walked through a lot together, over-

come a lot together and celebrated a lot 

together.  Cindy and I both were over-

whelmed at how you celebrated our 

wedding with us.  

We won’t be too far away, but we will 

begin a new life with a new congrega-

tion. It is so interesting to me that my 

grandparents (mom’s side) lived and 

worked in Wood County way, way back. 

In a way, I am going to my roots. While 

we are excited about this new oppor-

tunity, there is also a lot of sadness 

about saying goodbye to you. 

I will miss not being able to make Dave 

Davey 970 years old on his birthday, 

and watching you take turns changing 

the thermostat up and down on Sunday 

mornings. (Confession: I have the con-

trols on my phone, so I always set it 

back to 72 degrees.) 

I will miss your faces and your hugs. 

This might be the end of our time to-

gether, but it is not the end of our 

friendships.  

Thank you, I love you, and God bless 

you. 

 

 —Mike 
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Farewell to our 
pastor & friend, 

Rev. Mike Cline

2012—A good start 

2016—Going strong 

2019—Hiking the trail 

2020—Changes ahead 
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 

Happening now:  

Sunday School @ 9 a.m. 

Sunday Kids’ Worship @ 10 a.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study @ 4:45 p.m. 

 

Coming soon: 

Fall Faith Festival—Oct. 27 from 4:45 to 6:45 p.m. 

 

A successful children's program requires three things: a children's director to make a 

plan, volunteers to help execute the plan, and children to have fun while growing in 

their faith at church.  

We have quite a few children (we could always use more of those) but what we do not 

have is enough volunteers to help the programs succeed.  

We NEED Sunday school teachers. Teaching Sunday school is fun and rewarding!  

Are you guilty of saying things like, “Kids are too hard to teach,” or “I will miss my own 

Sunday school class,” or “I can't do stairs,” or even the dreaded “I've served my time!” 

Well, you are in luck because none of those things are true!  

Kids just want to be seen and heard. So teaching them is all about telling a bible story 

and listening to how it relates in their world. Once you get to know the kids, you won’t 

mind missing your adult Sunday school class. You may even want to teach more often!  

If stairs are an issue, we are already set up to move downstairs on the week you 

teach. As for the last one, if you have breath still in you God is still using you! Give it a 

try and I know these kids will have your heart in no time.  

Committing to every week isn't for everyone but if you could commit to one Sunday a 

month, a quarter, or even a year it will greatly benefit the kids. 

If that wasn't enough begging for help, I do want to have a Fall Faith Festival for the 

kids this year. In order to give the kids this special time, we need to have enough adult 

and teen helpers.  

There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex for you to let us know you are willing to 

help with Sunday school or the Fall Faith Festival. 

We are the hands and feet of Jesus. Help me make a difference in the lives of the kids 

at Tennison. 

 

Love and blessings, 

Mrs. Corey 
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Scouts Assist in Flag Retirement Ceremony 

Tennison’s BSA Girl Troop 6209 scouts posted the colors in a flag retirement ceremony 

held by the Martha Laird Chapter National Society Daughters of the American Revolu-

tion. Proper flag retirement was demonstrated by Olivia Duncan, Kali Landers, Hannah 

Ramsey, and Karen Hodges. DAR members pictured below who are also Tennison 

members are: Chapter Regent Tami Moler, Mavis Brush and Yvonne Hampton. 

SAFE AT HOME 
  

Bamma Motley of Omaha, TX asked 

for help repairing her dilapidated 

wheelchair ramp. Its poor condition 

made it unsafe for her to use.  

Tennison’s volunteers spent a Satur-

day morning replacing rotten boards 

with new lumber. Almost every board 

of the old ramp had to be replaced. 

This was the 15th ramp constructed 

by Tennison volunteers in 2021. If 

you would like to volunteer your time 

and tools, contact Tom Nuchols at 

903.563.5926.  

Donations to buy lumber and hard-

ware are always welcome. Learn 

more at www.texasramps.org. 

 

https://www.texasramps.org/
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CONTACT US 
 

Church office: (903)572-5341 

Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 
 

Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30 

Closed for lunch 12-1.  Closed on Fridays 
 

Pastor: Rev. Mike Cline,  

 pastor@tennisonumc.org 

Administrative Assistant and Tennison Tower editor:  

 Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org 

Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, 

  finance@tennisonumc.org 

Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org 

Children’s Director: Corey Mills,  

 children@tennisonumc.org 

Youth Director: Liz Sanders,  

 liz.sanders1298@gmail.com 

ANNIVERSARIES 

SHELTON, Chris & Tammy (17) 

10/16 

STRUBE, Ramsey & Heather (10) 

10/22 

COBB, Mac & Jan (26) 10/28 

BIRTHDAYS 

BOATNER, Jerry  10/02 

NUCHOLS, Galand  10/03 

WARD, Monty  10/05 

THOMPSON, Debbie  10/07 

COBB, Jan  10/08 

HAMPTON, Yvonne  10/12 

GRISSOM, Jordan  10/14 

SHELTON, Tammy  10/14 

WALKER, Ashley  10/17 

BOATNER, Suzy  10/20 

MCCARVER, Dorothy  10/20 

MCCARVER, Katy  10/21 

BEASON, Elaine  10/22 

HAIRSTON, Pete  10/23 

TAYLOR, Chessy  10/23 

STANLEY, Kelsie  10/24 

DURRUM Jr., Frank  10/25 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

Martha Bonebrake, Chad Neeley, Carolyn Franks, 

Lynn Holloway and family, Engelhardt family, 

Caleb Beason, Carolyn Hampton, Dean Jennings, 

Matt Hirsch, Toni Evetts, Carolyn Dungan, Cassie 

Rae Crandall, Linda Kirk, Ida Jean Sanders, John 

Meadows, Harold Sanders, Bob Dunegan, Socorro 

Sausedo and Chris Shelton. Confined to home: 

Bob Nuchols. Serving in the military: Nicklaus 

Kirkham, Christopher Manchigiah and Charles 

Moler.  

WORSHIP COUNTS 

Sept. 5 438 

Sept. 12 439 

Sept. 19 308 

Sept. 26 268 

An average of 363 people worshipped with us 
each week in September by viewing online wor-
ship videos or attending the in-person service. 

MEMORIALS 

It’s easy to give a lasting memorial gift honoring a 

friend or loved one. Just contact the church office 

in one of these ways: 

903.572.5341  

admin@tennisonumc.org 

PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 

mailto:pastor@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
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mailto:children@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
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