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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

LET’S WORSHIP TOGETHER

Pastor Tommy Earl Burton

Join us Sunday at 10 a.m. for
laughter and inspiring worship in
the sanctuary. Sermons are on the
church website Wednesday at noon.

New Beginnings

CALENDAR

I don’t know about you, but this is a tough
time of the year for me. I have never had a
problem making New Year’s resolutions, but it
seems as though I’ve always had a tough time
keeping them!
How bad a job have I done? I’ll let you decide!
By the way, I shouldn’t have any problem with
this year’s resolution, but you never know!

Jan. 4

Martha Ministries

Jan. 5

Sewing planning mtg.

Jan. 9

Youth Ministry resumes

Jan. 11

XYZ Planning Meeting

Jan. 11

20th Century Club

Jan. 12

Sewing Class resumes

Jan. 13

Girl Scouts in TMAC

2017: I’ll go to the gym 5 days a week.

BIBLE STUDY

2018: I’ll go to the gym 4 days a week.

Bring your study bible and join the
lively discussion each Wednesday
at 7 p.m. in the Gathering Hall.

2019: I‘ll go to the gym 3 days a week.
2020: I’ll go to the gym 2 days a week.
2021: I’ll go to the gym 1 day a week.
2022: I’ll try my best to drive past a gym at
some point during the week!

Pastor Tommy Earl invites you to
take part in this lectionary bible
study that will give you insight
each week into Sunday’s sermon.

Seriously, this coming "New Year" is a time
that we can pray for that “New Thing” that
God is calling us to do this next year!

Coffee and snacks are provided and
children are welcome.

A great way to start the new year is to make a
commitment to daily Bible readings, and to
take a look at our commitment to Christ’s Holy
Church.

STAY IN TOUCH

There are several great resources that can
help you with the goal of daily Bible readings.
I enjoy reading my Wesley Study Bible. You
(cont’d. on pg. 2)
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Enjoy our worship videos, posts and
messages on email, YouTube, Facebook and on the church website:
www.youtube.com
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
www.tennisonumc.org
News just for youth can be found at:
facebook.com/tennisonyouth
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From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

can order one online through Cokesbury.com. I prefer the NRSV (New Revised Standard Version).
“The Upper Room” is a devotional that
gives readers a daily Bible reading, devotion, prayer, thought for the day,
and a prayer focus for the day. These
are available, free of charge, in the
church narthex. You can also find them
online at https://www.upperroom.org/
devotionals.
Another great resource is “The Upper
Room Disciplines 2022.” This is a book
that gives the reader a daily scripture
reading, devotion, and prayer. The
scripture readings follow the Revised
Common Lectionary Readings for the
year. It is available online at Cokesbury.com.

Laura Burton
Laura joined Nov. 7 by transfer from Tapp
UMC in New Boston, TX. She is the wife of
our new pastor, Rev. Tommy Earl Burton.

Another great way to start the new
year is to take another look at our baptismal covenant, and make a new resolution to be more faithful in supporting
Christ’s Holy Church, Tennison Memorial UMC, with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our
witness.

Laura looks forward to sparking new relationships and rekindling old ones in ministry with her new church family.

Isaiah 43:19 says, “I am about to do a
new thing; now it springs forth, do you
not perceive it? I will make a way in
the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”

My prayer is that we will all be faithful
in responding to that “new thing” that
God has in store for us this year!
Happy New Year! God bless!
In Christian love,
Rev. Tommy Earl Burton
903.826.3211
Tennison Tower

Chris Woodrow
Chris transferred from Tapp UMC on Nov.
14. She moved to Mt. Pleasant to be closer
to her nephew and his family.
Chris continues to work as the Director of
the public library in New Boston, TX. She
has served in this role since 2004.
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Sunday School — Sunday at 9 a.m.
During the month of December, we took a closer look at
what advent means. The kids learned that advent is taking
time to prepare your heart for the coming of Jesus. During
Sunday school we made advent wreaths. Each Sunday of
advent we learned about the candle we were lighting. We
talked about how Jesus is our love, hope, joy and peace.
Kids’ Worship — Sunday at 10 a.m.
In Kids’ Worship we learned ways we could prepare our
hearts for Jesus through the season of advent.
The kids had their Christmas program on Dec. 12. They
sang and had a reading of the Christmas story written and narrated by Daniel Mills who
is 11years old. We value the input and creativity of children at Tennison and love the
chance to encourage them.
Kids’ Bible Study — Wednesday at 4:45 p.m.
We had fun with countdown to Christmas activities, games, snacks, music and more
talk about advent. In January, we will finish our study on Moses.
Sewing Class— Wednesday at
3:30 p.m.

The sewing class finished making
caddies with pockets to hang on
walkers. These bags give people using walkers a way to carry items
with them easily and safely. Students also made potholders
and their own Christmas ornaments. They are on break until Jan.
12 when sewing class resumes.
Love and blessings,
Mrs. Corey

Girl Scouts held a Mother-Daughter
Christmas tea party in the TMAC on
Dec. 9. Girls from several troops meet
at Tennison for special events like
this. To learn more about Girl Scouts,
contact Sue Stewart at 903.563.5398.
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XYZ

PLEDGE CARDS DUE NOW

Will you pledge to support Tennison financially in 2022? Pledge cards have been
mailed and are also available in the narthex each Sunday.

PLANS

XYZ (Xtra Years of Zest) meets in the
Gathering Hall on Tuesday, Jan. 11 at 11
a.m. Bring a dish to share for a potluck
luncheon and help plan the fun trips and
slate of activities for 2022.
Adults of all ages are welcome. Contact
Marian Reed at 903.577.8563.
MARTHA MINISTRIES MEETS JAN. 4
It has been too long since we have met!
Join me Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2022 in the
Gathering Hall at 10:30 a.m. to discuss
how we need to go forward. We will stay
for lunch, so bring sandwiches or dessert.
Drinks will be provided.

Please estimate your giving in tithes and
offerings and let the Finance Office know
how you would like to give.
It is easy to give online if you prefer. You
can set up a one-time payment or have
your contributions deducted automatically
on the recurring schedule you choose.
Financial Secretary Jeani Guest will be
able to answer your questions and help
you set up the payment schedule that
works best for you. Contact Jeani at
903.572.5341 or you can email her at
finance@tennisonumc.org.

Some of the items we need to discuss
are: meeting time, programs, leadership
and events.
Please put on your thinking hat and also
be in prayer as we consider our mission
to our church.
—Jane Scharlach

Youth will resume normal activities the
week of Jan. 9 when school starts again.
Youth meets on Sunday evenings from 57 p.m. in the Gathering Hall. Join us for
fellowship and fun activities.

Blessings,
Liz Sanders, Director of Youth Ministry
903.305.0900

Tayler Russell won the gingerbread house
contest at the Youth Christmas Party on
Dec. 19. She received a $25 gift card and
the admiration of her peers.
Tennison Tower
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO BUILD RAMPS

Tennison’s wheelchair ramp crew built a 32
foot ramp for James Austin on Dec. 4.
The crew, led by Tom Nuchols (second
from left) completed 15 ramps this year.
Two more ramps have been approved and
will be built in January if volunteers are
available. Call Tom at 903.563.5926 to join
the crew and bless those in need.

MUSIC NOTES
The Mount Pleasant Chamber Orchestra would like to thank Tennison for supporting
the musical arts. Having a place to practice and perform is essential for growth and
Tennison has generously allowed our group access to its facilities. On Dec. 17, Tennison hosted the “Christmas at the Movies” chamber orchestra and choir concert.
There were 200 in attendance. The next concert will be in late April and we hope to
see the entire community there! —David Mills, Music Director
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PRAYERS NEEDED
Jan Roesler, family of Marvin Roesler, family of
Rev. Jack Matkin, family of Kay Petty, Collins Ortmann, Margaret Kirtley, Amber Hearron, Cassie
Rae Crandall, Melba Spann, Carolyn Hampton,
Jimmy Franks, Josh Stagg (son of Criss & Jerry
Stagg) Laura Hibbs and sons (cousins of Barbara
Sigal), Nancy Keck, Joy Allen (Laura Burton’s
mother), Ralph Denny, Jessica Esparza, Lynn Holloway, Lisa McDaniel, Bird Old, Jan Cross, Joe
Sandlin.

ANNIVERSARIES

DURRUM, JR., Frank & Carol (44)
01/07
HAMILTON, Chuck & Judy (50)
01/08
HENRY, Chad & Melody (28)
01/08

Confined to home: Bob Nuchols.

Serving in the military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christopher Manchigiah and Charles Moler.
Note: Names are kept on the prayer list for 3
weeks. Please contact the pastor or church office
if you know someone who should be added.

BIRTHDAYS

MEMORIALS

HENRY, Kincaide

01/04

It’s easy to give a lasting memorial gift honoring a
friend or loved one. Just contact the church office
in one of these ways:

FARR, Tracy

01/05

GUEST, Jesse

01/09

ENGELHARDT, Chris

01/11

903.572.5341

HARGROVE, Randy

01/11

finance@tennisonumc.org

WOBICK, Bob

01/11

PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456

GUZMAN, Angel

01/13

TAYLOR, Pat

01/13

SIGAL, Barbara

01/14

MILLS, Corey

01/16

YANCEY, Lilly Jane

01/16

HARGROVE, Madison

01/17

HENRY, Chad

01/19

HENRY, Jace

01/19

MCGREGOR, Heather

01/20

SUNDERLAND, Patricia

01/20

BARRY, Charles

01/26

HAMILTON, Chuck

01/27

GUEST, Bethany

01/29

GUEST, Charity

01/29

ANDERSON, Tasa

01/31

CALDWELL, Barbara

01/31

CONTACT US
Church office: (903)572-5341
Mailing address: PO Box 967
Mt. Pleasant TX 75456
Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30
Closed for lunch 12-1. Closed on Fridays
Pastor: Rev. Tommy Earl Burton,
pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Assistant & Tennison Tower editor:
Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest,
finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills,
music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills,
children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders,
youth@tennisonumc.org
Tennison Tower
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