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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

LET’S WORSHIP TOGETHER

Pastor Tommy Earl Burton

Join us in the sanctuary each Sunday morning at 10 a.m. for laughter
and inspiring worship.

This season of Advent, I will be preaching the
sermon series “Come Home For Christmas.”

The first Sunday of Advent, I will preach from
Luke 21:25-36, “Time To Go Home.” Is it time
to go home? How can you tell? Jesus tells us
that there are all sorts of signs from God telling us that it is indeed “Time To Go Home!”
The second Sunday of Advent, I will preach
from Luke 3:1-6, “The Fear Of Home.” For
some, it can be scary thinking about going
home. Home for many is a place of judgment,
pain, and/or division. We can overcome this
by remembering God is with us.
The third Sunday of Advent, I will preach from
Luke 3:7-18, “The Joy Of Home.” With all the
anxiety that can come from the thoughts of
going home, there is also joy! The joy when
we realize that the joy is, and always has
been, with us.
(cont’d. on pg. 2)
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CALENDAR
Dec. 1

Bible Study

Dec. 7

Meet the Preacher

Dec. 7

XYZ dinner in Kilgore

Dec. 8

Bible Study

Dec. 12

Christmas Reception

Dec. 14

Meet the Preacher

Dec. 15

Living Nativity

Dec. 15

Bible Study

Dec. 17

Christmas Concert

Dec. 19

Youth Christmas Party

Dec. 21

Meet the Preacher

Dec. 22

Bible Study

Dec. 24

Christmas Eve services
at 6 and 11 p.m.

Dec. 27

Administrative Bd. mtg.

Dec. 28

Trustees mtg.

Dec. 29

Bible Study

STAY IN TOUCH
Enjoy our worship videos, posts and
messages on email, YouTube, Facebook and on the church website:
www.youtube.com
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
www.tennisonumc.org
News just for youth can be found at:
facebook.com/tennisonyouth
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From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

HOPE MINISTRIES BENEFITS

The fourth Sunday of Advent, I will preach
from Luke 1:39-55, “The Blessing Of Home.”
God is calling all of us. Anytime we faithfully
respond to God’s call on our lives, there are
blessings.
On Christmas Eve, I will preach from Luke 2:1
-20, “Welcome Home.” We will hear the wonderful story of Mary, Joseph and the birth of
Jesus. We will also hear of the shepherds, the
good news that was brought to them by the
angel and the heavenly angel choir. We will
hear how the shepherds went to Bethlehem,
found the baby Jesus, gave their testimony of
what they had heard, and the joy they had as
they left rejoicing and praising God!
The first Sunday after Christmas, I will preach
from Luke 2:41-52 “Lost At Home.” We will
hear how Joseph and Mary went through a really scary time where they lost Jesus! We will
discuss what we can do to help ourselves keep
from losing the good feelings of home: hope,
love, and connection. How can we keep from
being lost at home?
Advent is a wonderful time of year! As we
journey through the season of Advent, may
the light from the Advent candles be a beacon
of light calling us all to either give our lives to
Christ or rededicate our lives to Christ.
Join us Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. for worship. And join us Christmas Eve at 6 or 11
p.m. for one of our Christmas Eve services. I
promise you’ll be blessed! It’s time to get your
journey started! It’s time to “Come Home For
Christmas!”
In Christian love;
Rev. Tommy Earl Burton
pastor@tennisonumc.org
903-826-3211 cell
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Local nonprofit Hope Ministries transforms lives through a multigenerational and community approach. Their goal is to alleviate poverty while providing hope and a future for single women and their children. Hope Ministries exists to empower single mothers with children to
break the cycle of poverty.
Single mothers are equipped to pursue personal goals that may include
receiving an academic education,
starting career paths, achieving financial freedom, improving credit
scores, obtaining drivers’ licenses,
becoming homeowners, and more as
they discover their purpose.
The ministry will soon be expanding
with help from the Mt. Pleasant Community Fund directed by Tennison
trustees.
A contract has been signed to purchase 26 additional apartments for
single mothers, children and seniors.
The apartments, located at 200 Buster Holcomb Drive in Mt. Pleasant,
need remodeling and renovation.
Art and Jane Scharlach suggested applying to the trustees for help from
the Mt. Pleasant Community Fund.
After listening to a presentation by
Judy Capps, president and founder of
Hope Ministries, the trustees voted
unanimously to provide $280,000 for
purchase and remodeling of the
apartments.
The fund was established in 2011 by
Carol and Charles Meyer to serve humanity in the Mt. Pleasant area by
providing funds for medical care and
basic necessities of life and charitable
or educational projects that benefit
the community.
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Sunday School — Sunday at 9 a.m.
In Sunday school, we are pausing our study of Moses and the 10 commandments to focus more on Christmas and the wonderful gift God gave us through Jesus Christ.
Kids’ Worship — Sunday at 10 a.m.
During our Kids’ Worship time, we worship with song and have a lesson and activity related to the scripture the preacher has chosen. We are hoping to show the kids that
learning God's word can be meaningful and fun at the same time.
Kids’ Bible Study — Wednesday at 4:45 p.m.
In Kids’ Bible Study during the month of November, we focused on being thankful and
grateful. During our study time, we talked about how important it is to pray and in our
prayer time to remember to thank God for the wonderful blessings He has given to us.
We also found ways to let those around us know that we are thankful for their help. We
made mosaics to remind us that even when we are sad and our hearts feel broken God
takes the broken pieces and makes new and beautiful things. Crafts, games, snacks,
and free play are great ways to learn about the love of God.
I would like to say a big thank you to Jana Bowers, Lara Menhennett, Barbara Davey,
Margaret Thigpen and Mollie Means for volunteering their time and loving on the kids
on Wednesday evenings!
As the season of Advent begins, we shift our focus to one of anticipation of the coming
of Christ. In Kids’ Bible Study, we will be learning what Advent is, why we have an Advent wreath in the church and ways to share Advent at home. We will continue to play
games, make crafts, and have snacks as we celebrate the birth of Jesus!
Kids’ Christmas Program — Sunday, Dec. 12 at 10 a.m.
On Dec. 12, don't miss the Kids’ Christmas program. The Tennison Kids’ Choir will be
singing, and the Tennison kids will creatively tell the Christmas story during worship.
Living Nativity — Wednesday,
Dec. 15 at 6:20 p.m.
On Dec. 15, the children will put
on a Living Nativity in the courtyard from 6:20-7:00 p.m. Please
come and warm your heart at the
sight of kids loving the Lord in this
fun way.
Love and blessings,
Mrs. Corey
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CHRISTMAS RECEPTION FOR THE BURTONS

Our new pastor, Tommy Earl Burton, and his wife, Laura, will receive a special welcome at a Christmas Reception slated for Sunday, Dec. 12 immediately following the Sunday service. Everyone is invited to enjoy coffee,
punch, cookies and snacks together in the Gathering Hall.
The event is being hosted by the Children’s Department under the direction
of Corey Mills. She would be glad
to hear from you if you would like
to contribute snacks or help
serve in any way. You can reach
Corey at 903.746.5484.
Come be part of the fun and give
your encouragement to Pastor
Tommy Earl’s ministry. Let’s celebrate the good work he has already begun at Tennison.

Youth meets on Sunday evenings from 5-7
p.m. Join us for food, fun, and fellowship
in the Gathering Hall.
HOMEBOUND COMMUNION

The first Sunday of each month, volunteers take communion cups and wafers
to members who are homebound.
If you know someone who would appreciate receiving communion at home
or if you would like to volunteer to
make deliveries, please contact Gary
Oliver at 903.717.1546.
You may also contact Worship Chair
Yvonne Hampton at 903.238.4188.
Tennison Tower

We will have a Youth Christmas Party on
Sunday, December 19 from 5-7 p.m. at
the Guests’ house. We will meet in the
church parking lot at 4:45 p.m. for those
who need a ride. This will also be the last
time Youth will meet this year. We will resume regular activities in the new year,
starting Sunday, January 9.
Blessings,
Liz Sanders, Director of Youth Ministry
903.305.0900
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WHEELCHAIR RAMP CREW RECEIVES HEARTFELT THANKS

Words cannot express how much I
appreciate the ramp and everyone who contributed their time,
labor and materials.
I thank you from the bottom of
my heart.
—Harold Shaw

Tom Nuchols ( at far right) and his crew of volunteers
built a 32 foot ramp for Harold Shaw on Oct. 30.

MUSIC NOTES

XYZ PLANS BBQ DINNER

Advent is a time when people want to
hear holiday music so "hear" is what
we have lined up. In addition to the
Christmas carols and hymns we will be
singing each Sunday, the Tennison
Kids’ Choir will sing during Sunday
morning service on Dec. 12. The Tennison Chancel Choir and Praise Band
will have special music for Sunday,
Dec. 19. I am also looking for soloists
to sing during Christmas Eve services.
If you are interested, send an email to
music@tennisonumc.org.

Enjoy a great dinner of barbeque or ribs with
fun-loving active seniors on Dec. 7.

If you are looking for more Christmas
songs, Tennison is hosting the Mt.
Pleasant Chamber Orchestra on Dec.
17 at 6 p.m. for a Christmas concert.
The orchestra will play sacred and secular Christmas favorites and will be
joined by a combined choir for two musical selections. It's a free concert and
I hope to see you there!

The XYZ group will take the church bus to
Kilgore for a Dutch treat dinner. The bus
leaves the parking lot at 2:30 p.m. Cost for
the trip is $5 each for gas plus your dinner.
Call Marian Reed at 903.577.8563 to go.
MARTHA MINISTRIES
It has been too long since we have met.
Let’s meet Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2022 in the
Gathering Hall at 10:30 a.m. to discuss how
we need to go forward. We will stay for
lunch, so bring sandwiches or dessert. Drinks
will be provided.
Some of the items we need to discuss are:
meeting time, programs, leadership and
events.

As always, keep singing!

Please put on your thinking hat and also be
in prayer as we consider our mission to our
church.

—David Mills

—Jane Scharlach
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PRAYERS NEEDED
Carolyn Hampton, Josh Stagg
(son of Criss & Jerry Stagg), the
family of Jo Ann Miller (friends
of the Scharlachs), Laura Hibbs
and sons, Jessica Davis and
children, Nancy Keck, Ross Estabrook (Tri Lakes firefighter)
and Tri Lakes VFD, Joy Allen
(Laura Burton’s mother), Ralph
Denny, Jessica Esparza, Lynn
Holloway, Lisa McDaniel, Bryce
Yosko, Ric Springstead, Bird Old, Jan Cross, Joe
Sandlin.
Confined to home: Bob Nuchols. Serving in the
military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christopher
Manchigiah and Charles Moler.
Note: Names are kept on the prayer list for 3
weeks. Please contact the pastor or church office
if you know someone who should be added.
MEMORIALS
It’s easy to give a lasting memorial gift honoring a
friend or loved one. Just contact the church office
in one of these ways:

ANNIVERSARIES

THIGPEN, Buddy & Margaret (27)
12/03
MCDANIEL, Marc & Lisa (45)
12/18
PETERS, Cathy & Dave (51)
12/18
RODRIGUEZ, Carlos & Debbie
(30) 12/21
SCHARLACH, Art & Jane (58)
12/21

OKOLO, Chris & Esther (29)
12/23
ROACH, Jon (35) 12/26
BOATNER, Jerry & Suzy (15)
12/29

BIRTHDAYS
RUSSELL, Ronnie

12/02

KIRK, Ken

12/04

903.572.5341

RODRIGUEZ, Carlos

12/04

admin@tennisonumc.org

HAMPTON, Gerald

12/05

PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456

MENHENNETT, Matthew

12/05

OLD III, Bird

12/08

Church office: (903)572-5341
Mailing address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456

HODGE, Randy

12/10

DANNER, Craig

12/12

Office hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30-4:30
Closed for lunch 12-1. Closed on Fridays

ROACH, Jon

12/14

JOHNSON, Carl

12/15

Pastor: Rev. Tommy Earl Burton,
pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Assistant and Tennison Tower editor:
Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest,
finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills, music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills,
children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders,
liz.sanders1298@gmail.com

DENNY, Ralph

12/16

OKOLO, Chris

12/16

SANDERS, Jeanette

12/16

ANDERSON, Carol

12/18

GRISSOM, Tom

12/18

BRUSH, Mavis

12/27

SANDLIN, Sue

12/31

STRUBE, Heather

12/31

CONTACT US
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