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TENNISON  February 2022  

TOWER  

Tennison Memorial United Methodist Church 

313 N Church Street, Mount Pleasant TX 75455 

903.572.5341 ~ www.tennisonumc.org 

Love Never Ends 

In 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a, we read “Love is pa-

tient; love is kind; love is not envious or 

boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not in-

sist on its own way; it is not irritable or re-

sentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, 

but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures 

all things. 8 Love never ends.” 

I have enjoyed our sermon series “Love Never 

Ends,” and it will continue through the month 

of February. This sermon series has been 

based on I Corinthians, and chapter 13 is my 

favorite chapter. 

We read about all of the wonderful attributes 

of love, and if that’s not a big enough blessing 

we read that love will never end!  

In Matthew 5:44-48 Jesus tells us about love; 

“44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and 

pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that 

you may be children of your Father in heaven; 

for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
Pastor Tommy Earl Burton 

 (cont’d. on pg. 2) 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Enjoy our worship videos, posts and 

messages on email, YouTube, Face-

book and on the church website: 

www.youtube.com 
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc 
www.tennisonumc.org 
 
News just for youth can be found at: 

facebook.com/tennisonyouth 

LET’S WORSHIP TOGETHER 

Join us Sunday at 10 a.m. for 
laughter and inspiring worship in 
the sanctuary. Sermons are on our 
website www.tennisonumc.org by 
Wednesday at noon.  

CALENDAR 

Feb. 1 Bible Study at 10 a.m. 

Feb. 1 Trustees meet at 6 p.m. 

Feb. 2 Bible Study at 7 p.m. 

Feb. 6 Scout Sunday 

Feb. 21 Finance meets at 5 p.m. 

Feb. 24 Admin. Board at 6 p.m. 

BIBLE STUDY EXPANDS  

Bring your study bible and join the 

lively discussion each Tues. at 10 

a.m. or Wed. at 7 p.m. in the Gath-

ering Hall. The same lesson will be 

covered in both sessions. 

Pastor Tommy Earl invites you to 

take part in this lectionary bible 

study gaining insight into Sunday’s 

sermon. 

Love never ends, but 

that doesn’t mean that 

it’s always easy to love! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRIw9lQ8lqKT2Nvj-UYtEA
http://www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
http://www.tennisonumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/tennisonyouth/
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the good, and sends rain on the right-

eous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if 

you love those who love you, what re-

ward do you have? Do not even the tax 

collectors do the same? 47 And if you 

greet only your brothers and sisters, 

what more are you doing than others? 

Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 

48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heav-

enly Father is perfect.” 

Jesus lived out that love. When He got 

frustrated with humanity, He respond-

ed with love. He never withheld love, 

mercy, or grace! Wow, and that’s the 

way Jesus is calling us to live!  

 

 

 

 

Has someone been ugly to you? Has 

someone said or done something hurt-

ful? Does someone hate you? 

I am sorry! You did not deserve to be 

treated that way. I am praying for you, 

and for all who feel this way. May God 

bless you, and all who are hurting. It is 

not an easy thing to do, but we are 

called to respond with love. 

May God give us the courage and 

strength we need, so that we can be 

Christlike in our love for others. And 

when our love fails, may we find com-

fort in the fact that Jesus still loves us! 

In the name of the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

In Christian love, 

Rev. Tommy Earl Burton 

903.826.3211 

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.) IN MEMORIAM 

Marvin Clifford Roesler 

Sept. 18, 1938—Dec. 24, 2021 

Marvin Clifford Roesler, 83, of Mt. Pleasant, 

TX, passed away after living a long and giv-

ing life full of family and friends.  

As a young man, he served in the Army 

then put himself through three years of me-

chanic school.  

He married Janice in 1965. They had three 

children: Karen Roesler Nelson, Michael 

Roesler and Wesley Roesler. 

Marvin and Janice moved their family from 

Minnesota to Texas in 1981. Marvin worked 

for Pilgrims Pride Corporation for 20 years 

until he retired in 2001. After retiring, 

Marvin volunteered at Titus County Cares 

twice a week. 

Marvin was a member of Tennison UMC for 

35 years. He helped build wheelchair ramps 

and went on mission trips for United Meth-

odist Nomads to help in disaster rebuilds. 

Jesus is calling us 

to love! 
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 

Sunday School — Sunday at 9 a.m. 

In the kids ministry this month our focus is God's amazing love. 

We will spend time learning how we can see God's love, feel 

God's love and share God's love with others. 

Sunday School will center on feeling God's love through learning 

about prayer and how important it is for us to have a meaningful 

prayer relationship with God. 

Kids’ Worship — Sunday at 10 a.m. 

Kids’ Worship will turn its focus to how we can see God's love in 

the world. How through us God's love can 

shine like a beacon of hope in even the 

darkest places. 

Kids’ Bible Study — Wednesday at 4:45 p.m. 

In Kids’ Bible Study, our discussion and acts of service will cen-

ter on sharing God's love with others. The Art of Kindness class 

will be hard at work this month doing creative projects cen-

tered on the love of God. 

We need your help 

There is a lack of volunteers in the 

children's ministry. Don't forget to 

look inside the church walls for opportunities to spread God's 

amazing love. By helping during Kids’ Worship, Sunday 

school or Bible Study you are sure to see God's love, feel 

God's love, and share God's 

love in amazing and mean-

ingful ways. So ask yourself 

"Is it I, Lord?" 

Love and blessings, 

 Mrs. Corey 
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MARTHA MINISTRIES 

On Jan. 4, Martha Ministries met to dis-

cuss the future of this women’s ministry. 

All in attendance agreed the group would 

continue with its missions to our church 

and community.  

Judy Hamilton accepted the leadership 

role. Linda Kirk will continue to send 

cards. If you add a friend, neighbor, rela-

tive or church member to the prayer list, 

please call Linda at 903.573.2428 so she 

can send a card. 

Our meetings, programs and meals will 

begin in the spring and all women are in-

vited. We will continue serving meals to 

the bereaved like those recently provided 

for the families of Rev. Jack Matkin and 

Marvin Roesler.  

We will donate money to support the Taco 

Tuesday lunch at the NTCC Wesley Foun-

dation each semester and we will continue 

providing a scholarship at NTCC to a de-

serving female student. 

We are always grateful for donations to 

support our ministry. We need $500 for 

the scholarship by May 1 and $200 for Ta-

co Tuesday as soon as possible. 

If you are able to contribute, please make 

your check payable to Martha Ministries. 

To donate online, call Jeani Guest at 

903.572.5341 for assistance. 

—Judy Hamilton and Jane Scharlach 

PLEDGE CARDS DUE NOW 

Will you pledge to support Tennison finan-

cially in 2022? Pledge cards have been 

mailed and are also available in the nar-

thex each Sunday.  

Please estimate your giving in tithes and 

offerings and let the Finance Office know 

how you would like to give. 

It is easy to give online if you prefer. You 

can set up a one-time payment or have 

your contributions deducted automatically 

on the recurring schedule you choose. 

Financial Secretary Jeani Guest will be 

able  to answer your questions and help 

you set up the payment schedule that 

works best for you. Contact Jeani at 

903.572.5341 or you can email her at    

finance@tennisonumc.org. 

CASA DONATION HELPS KIDS 

We collected $368 during January’s com-

munion offering benefitting CASA.  

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advo-

cates) of Titus, Camp and Morris Coun-

ties is a nonprofit organization that trains 

and supervises community volunteers 

who advocate for abused or neglected 

children involved in the legal system.  

Their goal is to achieve a permanent liv-

ing arrangement for each child which will 

serve that child’s best interest. 

CASA is housed in a building on the Ten-

nison campus and several church mem-

bers have served as volunteer advo-

cates. To learn more go to casatcm.org.  

A DISCIPLE’S PATH 

We will begin a new 8 week bible study “A 

Disciple’s Path” on Sunday, Feb. 20 at 3 

p.m. in the Fellowship Classroom. Use this 

link to purchase the daily workbook you 

will need: A Disciple’s Path.  

You can purchase it as an e-book or in the 

paperback format from Cokesbury.com.  

mailto:finance@tennisonumc.org?subject=My%202022%20pledge
https://www.cokesbury.com/A-Disciples-Path-Daily-Workbook?refq=a%20disciples%20path
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EASTER CANTATA SLATED FOR APRIL 10 

Rehearsals are underway for an Easter cantata to be performed on Palm Sunday, April 

10 at 6 p.m. in our sanctuary. “Calvary’s Love Story” will be sung by the Chancel Choir 

under the baton of Music Director David Mills. The inspirational Easter celebration fea-

tures music arranged and orchestrated by Nick Robertson. It’s not too late to join the 

choir and add your voice. Rehearsals are held each Wednesday at 6 p.m. 

HELP BUILD RAMPS 

A crew of eight volunteers 

built a wheelchair ramp for 

Ismael Vasquez who lost 

his lower leg in an industri-

al accident. The crew was 

made up of members from 

Tennison and four other ar-

ea churches: Assembly of 

God, St. Michael’s Catholic 

Church, Mt. Vernon Meth-

odist Church and Pittsburg 

Baptist Church.  

If you want to help some-

one without regard to race 

or religion, volunteer to 

build a wheelchair ramp. 

DRONE INSPECTS CHURCH CAMPUS 

Trustees are working hard to keep the church insured at a reasonable cost. Our new in-

surer recently engaged a drone pilot to make a careful survey of the campus buildings. 

This drone image 

highlights areas where 

branches overhang the 

roof of the Education 

Building with the potential 

to cause roof damage or 

clog gutters with debris. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

The Hearron family joined our church on Dec. 26, 2021. We are delighted to have them 

as part of our church family. Be sure to introduce yourself and wear your nametag! 

Mary and Jerry Hearron 

Tiffany and Josh Hearron      

with Ty and Piper 

Amber and Joseph Hearron 

Katie and Madison Hearron 

175 YEARS 

2022 marks a special anniversary year for Ten-

nison Memorial UMC — 175 years of God’s 

grace to our church congregation. 
 

During our anniversary year, we hope to focus 

on the rich history of our church and look for-

ward together to God’s plan for Tennison. 

Watch for more information to come! 
 

Jerry & Suzy Boatner, Co-chairs 

175th Celebration Task Force 

Did you know? The architect of our sanctuary was 

Shirley Simons, Jr. who was the uncle of our member 

Mollie Means. His design was inspired by a church in 

Ravenna, Italy built 1,473 years ago and still standing. 
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CONTACT US 
 

Church office: (903)572-5341 

Mailing address: PO Box 967 

 Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8:30-4:30 
 

Pastor: Rev. Tommy Earl Burton,  

 pastor@tennisonumc.org 

Administrative Assistant & Tennison Tower editor:  

 Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org 

Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, 

  finance@tennisonumc.org 

Music Director: David Mills,  

 music@tennisonumc.org 

Children’s Director: Corey Mills,  

 children@tennisonumc.org 

Youth Director: Liz Sanders,  

 youth@tennisonumc.org 

ANNIVERSARIES 

WELCH, Wes & April (16) 02/11 

SUNDERLAND, Patricia (25) 

02/15 

PRICE, Jason & Beth (23) 02/20 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

BOWERS, Shirley 02/01 

WITHERSPOON, Richard 02/01 

SHELTON, Chris 02/02 

MENHENNETT, Lara 02/03 

PEARSON, Read 02/04 

ANDERSON, Rick 02/05 

MEJIA, Zulma 02/05 

LOVELESS, Rick 02/08 

MCGREGOR, James 02/08 

BOWERS, Jana 02/09 

ANDERSON, Ella 02/10 

ANDERSON, Jake 02/10 

NICHOLS, Kerri 02/11 

HEARRON, Amber 02/14 

ENGELHARDT, Sandra 02/15 

SHELTON, Cale 02/15 

WHITE, Lupe 02/15 

WARD, Mitchell 02/16 

COBB, Kathy 02/17 

ANDERSON, Luke 02/19 

PRICE, Beth 02/20 

SPEARMAN, Bobby Joe 02/20 

WARD, Kelsey 02/20 

LOVELESS, Julie 02/22 

SPRINGSTEAD, Ric 02/23 

HARGROVE, Kay 02/25 

HARGROVE, Justin 02/26 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

Janice Jones, Vicky Greenlee, George Turner, fam-

ily of Jerry Franks, Carolyn Dungan, Ernie McAnal-

ly, Sandra Hargrove, Kede VanDyck, Frank Wel-

born, Art Scharlach, Lisa Lide, Esther Okolo and 

family, family of Bob Dunegan, Collins Ortmann, 

family of Marvin Roesler, family of Rev. Jack Mat-

kin, Amber Hearron, Cassie Rae Crandall, Melba 

Spann, Jimmy Franks, Nancy Keck, Lisa McDaniel, 

Bird Old, Jan Cross, Joe Sandlin. Confined to 

home: Bob Nuchols. Serving in the military: Nick-

laus Kirkham, Christopher Manchigiah and Charles 

Moler.  

Cubmaster Read Pearson helps cub scouts Calvin 

and Ivania design Pinewood Derby  cars for races 

to be held  March 19 in the TMAC. 

mailto:pastor@tennisonumc.org?subject=Question%20for%20pastor
mailto:admin@tennisonumc.org?subject=Question%20for%20Admin.%20Assistant
mailto:finance@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:music@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello%20to%20Music%20Director
mailto:children@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello%20to%20Children's%20Director
mailto:Youth@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello%20to%20Youth%20Director

