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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

LET’S WORSHIP TOGETHER
Join us Sunday morning at 10 a.m.
for laughter and inspiring worship in
the Tennison sanctuary.

Pastor Tommy Earl Burton

The Season Of Lent
In Joel 2:12-13 (NRSV) we read, “Yet even
now, says the Lord, return to me with all your
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with
mourning; rend your hearts and not your
clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, for he
is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love, and relents from
punishing.”

Sermons are posted Wednesday at
noon on www.tennisonumc.org.
CALENDAR
Mar. 1

Trustees, 6pm

Mar. 2

Tea Party mtg., 3pm

Mar. 2

Midweek Meal, 5-7pm

Mar. 2

Ash Wed. service, 7pm

Mar. 3

Martha Ministries, 10am

The Season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday
March 2nd, and will continue for forty days,
not counting Sundays. It ends on Holy Saturday, April 16th.

Mar. 9

Midweek Meal, 5-7pm

This is a season where we begin the journey,
through the scriptures, with Christ’s temptation by Satan on the first Sunday of Lent all
the way to the cross on Good Friday. It’s a
time for penance for Christians.

Mar. 21 Finance Committee, 5pm

How do we show that we are
truly sad about the sins that
we have allowed to come between God and ourselves?

Mar. 31 Admin. Board, 6pm

STAY IN TOUCH

It starts on Ash Wednesday when the sign of
the cross is made with ashes on our foreheads, and the words, “Repent, and believe
the gospel.” are spoken over us.

www.facebook.com/tennisonumc

The ashes are a sign of our mortality and sin.
(cont’d. on pg. 2)
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Mar. 16 Midweek Meal, 5-7pm
Mar. 19 Pinewood Derby, all day
Mar. 20 Worship Committee, 11am
Mar. 22 Luncheon Committee, 11:30
Mar. 23 Midweek Meal, 5-7pm
Mar. 30 Midweek Meal, 5-7pm

Enjoy our worship videos, posts and
messages on email, YouTube, Facebook and on the church website:
www.youtube.com
www.tennisonumc.org
News just for youth can be found at:
facebook.com/tennisonyouth
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From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

IN MEMORIAM

The Ash Wednesday service is a powerful way to experience the call to repentance and reconciliation. The ashes
on our foreheads, and the sad expressions on our faces are a great way to
show that we are indeed mournful of
our sins and that we are turning back
to God. But, God wants more.

Carolyn Dungan
Sept. 4, 1945—Feb. 14, 2022

God wants us to live out that response
in our daily lives.

Ashes on our foreheads
mean nothing if there is
hatred in our hearts.
It means nothing if ugly words are
coming out of our mouths. It means
nothing if we are living selfish, selfcentered lives.
What will be our response to Lent? My
prayer is that we will turn back to God
by giving our love away.
Send someone a card and let them
know how much you love them and
how much God loves them. Give away
something that you no longer need, so
that someone who is less fortunate can
benefit.

Offer forgiveness to
someone who has let you
down or hurt you.
Give God your best. Grow in your faith
by giving and showing the love of Jesus Christ to others!
In Christian love,
Rev. Tommy Earl Burton
pastor@tennisonumc.org
903.826.3211
Tennison Tower

Carolyn was born in Paris, TX and grew up
in Mt. Pleasant, TX. She earned a master’s
degree in education at Stephen F. Austin
in 1977. During her career, she taught in
the classroom, served as an administrator
and became a consultant to 96 school districts.
She grew up in Tennison’s congregation
and served on numerous committees and
projects as an adult. She and her husband,
Randy, were members of the Fellowship
Sunday School Class.
Carolyn’s interests included civic and educational clubs in addition to training as a
Master Gardener.
She is survived by her son Scott Farrer,
brother Jerry Clay, stepson Peter Dungan,
grandchildren and other family members.
March 2022
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Sunday School — Sunday at 9 a.m.
Kids’ Worship — Sunday at 10 a.m.
Kids’ Bible Study — Wednesday at 4:45 p.m.
In the kids’ ministry this month, our focus is going to be the season of Lent. We will
spend time learning what the season of Lent is and why it is important.
Sunday School and Kids’ Worship will reflect one another. We shift from seeing and
feeling God's love to examining just how deeply God loves us.
In Kids’ Bible Study, we will learn about the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness.
Holy Week
Helpers are needed for a Palm Sunday program and a fabulous Easter Egg Hunt.
It's never too early to think about VBS!
We are planning now for Vacation Bible School. Please let me know how you can help.
There are plenty of ways to help both as leaders and behind the scene. This year is the
175th anniversary of Tennison. We can honor all those who have gone before us by
carrying on the traditions that still are meaningful to this day. Your willingness to set
aside time for the kids shows God's love in an amazing way.
Love and blessings,
Mrs. Corey

SCARLETT MENHENNETT’S BAPTISM

Congratulations to
Scarlett Serenity
Menhennett who was
baptized on Sunday,
Feb. 6 by Rev. Tommy
Earl Burton. Scarlett’s
family gathered around
her as witnesses to the
sacrament.
Tennison Tower
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EASY GIVING

Did you know that you can easily make a
contribution to the budget or your favorite
fund from the comfort of your home?
You can make a payment over the phone
by calling our Finance Secretary, Jeani
Guest, at 903.572.5341. Just have your
bank account information or a credit card
handy.
Don’t like to talk on the phone? That’s
okay, too! You can give online at
www.tennisonumc.org; just click Donate
Online to get started.

TENNISON TEA PARTY
Help plan a tea party celebrating the important role women have played in Tennison’s history. The tea party will be a
special event for the 175th anniversary of
this church. The fun and planning begin
March 2 at 3 p.m. in the Gathering Hall.
FOUR BIBLE STUDY SESSIONS
Lectionary Bible Study occurs twice
each week in the Gathering Hall. Join the
pastor on Tuesday morning at 10 a.m. or
Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. The lectionary readings are available each week
by email.
Confirmation Class isn’t just for kids.
We make a special effort to invite youth
but the class is also open to adults who
want a refresher on core beliefs of the
Methodist faith. Class meets at 1:30 p.m.
Sunday afternoon in the Fellowship
Room.
A Disciple’s Path is an 8-week study
that began on Feb. 20. Class meets each
Sunday at 3 p.m. in the Fellowship Room.
The student book can be ordered from
Cokesbury.com and includes a spiritual
gifts inventory that can provide surprising
insight into your abilities and nudge you
into a new direction in your faith journey.
Tennison Tower

Youth meets each week on Sunday evenings from 5—7 p.m. We provide a meal
and fellowship. On average, we have
about eight students that attend regularly
and guests are always welcome.
Curriculum follows the UMC lectionary and
is in line with the Sunday sermon.
Future plans include a fundraiser to help
pay for weekly meals and to help cover
the cost of going to summer camp at Lakeview Methodist Conference Center.
The next 175 years of Tennison’s story
depends on youth. It is important to recognize this. Plans are in the works to put
together a video of our students.
Blessings,
Liz Sanders, Director of Youth Ministry
903.305.0900

March 2022
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MARTHA MINISTRIES MEETS

Judy Hamilton invites all women in the
congregation to enjoy meeting together
on Thurs., March 3 at 10 a.m. in the
Gathering Hall. This group engages in
missions that serve bereaved families,
college students and others in need.
SPRING GETAWAY WITH XYZ GROUP

PANCAKE SUPPER ON MARCH 2

XYZ (Xtra Years of Zest) has exciting
plans for a daytrip to the beautiful Dallas
Arboretum on Fri., March 18.

Join us for a pancake supper on Wed.,
March 2 in the TMAC. This is the start of a
new program coordinated by Penny Oliver
to prepare and serve a nutritious Midweek
Meal each Wednesday from 5—7 p.m.
There isn’t a charge for the meal, but donations are encouraged so food can be
purchased to serve the following week.

Adults of all ages are welcome to join the
fun. Contact Marian Reed, 903.577.8563.

Penny will make special arrangements for
people who are in band and choir or working with children. Please let her know if
you will need a meal earlier or later than
the posted serving time. Contact her at
903.717.1547 to discuss your needs.

TRUSTEES CLEAN UP WITH POWER

Kerry Harper blasts through years of grime on the outside of the Education Building to make
our campus more attractive. This is one of many Trustee projects for the 175th anniversary.
Tennison Tower
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PLANNING BEGINS
TO CELEBRATE OUR
175TH ANNIVERSARY
The Task Force met on Feb. 10 to begin planning the celebration of Tennison’s 175th
year! This committee, as charged by the Administrative Board and the Trustees, is
beginning to lay the ground work to “Remember, Rejoice and Reach Out.” Preliminary plans have begun to focus on those goals.
Committee leaders committed to recruit volunteers and explore possible projects .
Among the issues discussed were “history moments,” a Homecoming Luncheon on

November 20, a Ladies’ Tea, an organ recital, a project to refresh the outside of the
Education Building and install new white blinds in windows which do not have
them, create a new cookbook and a new pictorial member directory, and share social
media input just to name a few of the things written on the brainstorming board!
Estimates and underwriting plans will follow as those become available. We will
move forward with what is reasonable, doable and underwritten! Stand by for updates – we will keep you informed!

“For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.” ~ Psalm 100:5
Suzy and Jerry Boatner, Co-Chairs
175th Anniversary Task Force
Tennison Tower
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CAN YOU HELP WITH
THESE PROJECTS?

PHOTOS OF OLD SANCTUARY NEEDED
Do you have old church photos?
We are looking for pictures taken of the interior of the
1924 sanctuary. They may even be from your wedding!
Please share your pictures with the History Committee
by calling Suzy Boatner at 903.283.6989.
COOKBOOK PROJECT BEGINS

The 175th year Cookbook Committee is looking for volunteers who will look through
previously published Tennison cookbooks for possible entries in our new cookbook. We
are looking for recipes, old and new, from departed and current members. If you would
be interested in contributing in this manner, please call Elaine Beason at 903.305.3900.

Tennison Tower
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PRAYERS NEEDED
Family of Carolyn Dungan, family of Buddy Hearron, family of Dave Elliott, family of Janice Jones,
family of Jerry Franks, Esther Okolo and family,
Vicky Greenlee, Ernie McAnally, Sandra Hargrove,
Kede VanDyck, Frank Welborn, Art Scharlach, Lisa
Lide, Melba Spann, Nancy Keck, Lisa McDaniel,
Bird Old, Jan Cross, Joe Sandlin. Confined to
home: Bob Nuchols.

ANNIVERSARIES

SPRINGSTEAD, Ric & Beverley
(43) 03/14
WARD, Monty & Candy (33)
03/18

Military: Nicklaus Kirkham, Christopher
Manchigiah and Charles Moler.
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED TO BUILD RAMPS
If you want to help build wheelchair ramps, please
get in touch with Tom Nuchols at 903.563.5926.
Many people in desperate need are waiting for
Tennison’s volunteer crew to help them gain freedom from steep steps creating barriers at home.
HOW TO GIVE A MEMORIAL
It’s easy to give a lasting memorial gift honoring a
friend or loved one. Just contact the church office
in one of these ways:

903.572.5341
finance@tennisonumc.org

BIRTHDAYS

PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456
CONTACT US
Church office: (903) 572-5341
Mailing address: PO Box 967
Mt. Pleasant TX 75456
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8:30-4:30
Pastor: Rev. Tommy Earl Burton,
pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Assistant & Tennison Tower editor:
Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest,
finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills,
music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills,
children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders,
youth@tennisonumc.org
Tennison Tower
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REED, Jack

03/01

BEASON, Jerry

03/05

HILL, Patsy

03/08

REED, Marian

03/09

GUEST, Felicity

03/10

WARD, Audrey

03/13

MILLS, Amelia

03/15

ROLF, Debbie

03/16

MCDANIEL, Matthew

03/18

GUEST, Ethan

03/20

DURRUM, Carol

03/21

PETERS, Dave

03/21

PRICE, Bekah

03/26

WELBORN, Nancy

03/28

HARTSFIELD, Althea

03/30
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