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LET’S WORSHIP TOGETHER

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Join us Sunday morning at 10 a.m.
for inspiring worship in the sanctuary.

Pastor Tommy Earl Burton

Sermons are posted Wednesday at
noon on www.tennisonumc.org.

“Quit On A Winner”
I have been camping at Walleye Park at Lake
Cypress Springs. This lake covers the farm
that my daddy grew up on. And I believe that
where I camped is very close to the actual location of the farm. This place reminds me of
my family. It reminds me of my daddy!
He always gave me good advice, and one of
his better ones is on my mind today. I first remember him saying it to me one evening as I
was playing basketball with him in our driveway. I missed what I thought was my last
shot, and said “That’s it. I’m done.” I was
tired, and ready to quit. That’s when he said,
“Quit on a winner son. Always quit on a winner.”
So I took the ball, made an easy layup, and I
went inside thinking about what he said. Even
though it was an easy shot, it gave me confidence. I hadn’t left the court defeated or dejected. I couldn’t tell you how many shots I
missed that day, because the only thing I was
focused on was my last shot. I had quit on a
winner!
At the end of a long day, it’s easy to let this
world get you down. It’s really easy to finish
the day feeling defeated or dejected. It’s easy
to carry our burdens home with us. Take my

MOTHERS’ DAY BREAKFAST
Give Mom the day off. Treat her to
breakfast with us in the TMAC on May
8 from 8-9 a.m.
The dads are cooking delicious pancakes to show their love.
CALENDAR
May 3

Trustees

May 8

Mothers’ Day Breakfast

May 13

Musical Blossoms concert

May 15

Confirmation Sunday

May 16

Finance Committee

May 26

Administrative Board

May 29

Memorial Day service

May 29

TX Annual Conference

May 30

Office closed

STAY IN TOUCH
Enjoy our worship videos, posts and
messages on email, YouTube, Facebook and on the church website:
www.youtube.com
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
www.tennisonumc.org
News just for youth can be found at:

(cont’d. on pg. 2)
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GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH BEGINS

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

dad’s advice, and give yourself a small
victory!
Do something that takes your mind off
the day. Mow the yard. Work in the garden. Clean up the dirty dishes. Clean up
the house a little. Take out the trash. It
doesn’t have to be anything big, but it
does have to be something that gives you
a sense of accomplishment or a sense of
victory. It will change your whole attitude!
Even if you didn’t start your day off
spending time with God, give yourself a
sense of accomplishment by ending your
day with God. No matter what you are
going through, God will reveal to you exactly what you need. God will remind you
that you are not alone, and that God
loves you. God will remind you that you
have victory in Jesus!
I John 5:3-5 says “For the love of God is
this, that we obey his commandments.
And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory
that conquers the world, our faith. Who is
it that conquers the world but the one
who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God?”
When I’m camping and will wake everyone up with a 5 a.m. alarm, I let myself
sleep late. In doing so, I neglected my
morning time with the Lord! So guess
what I did the rest of my time camping?
I reversed my usual routine, and ended
the day with my Bible reading, praying,
journaling and devotion! Daddy would be
proud! I’m going to “Quit On A Winner!”
In Christian love,
Rev. Tommy Earl Burton
pastor@tennisonumc.org
903.826.3211
Tennison Tower

The Global Methodist Church (GMC)
officially begins on May 1, 2022. Local
churches can begin the process of joining
immediately.
The GMC website states, “It is a church
committed to making disciples of Jesus
Christ who worship passionately, love extravagantly, and witness boldly. The GMC
is filled with warm-hearted, Jesus loving,
and Holy Spirit inspired people. They are
grounded in Scripture and the life giving
confessions of the Christian faith found in
the Apostles’ and the Nicene Creeds.“
A 17-member Transitional Leadership
Council will govern initially using the Transitional Book of Doctrines and Discipline.
Ultimately, duly elected delegates to the
GMC’s convening General Conference will
adopt a Book of Doctrines and Discipline.
During a transitional period of 12 to 18
months, local churches and annual conferences everywhere, and central conferences in Africa, Europe, Eurasia, and the
Philippines will have the opportunity to
join the GMC.
Once local churches and conferences
make their decisions, the Transitional
Leadership Council will apportion delegates accordingly, and invite them to the
GMC’s convening General Conference.
For more information, follow these links:
How does a congregation join?
What are the core beliefs?
The United Methodist Church has a fact
sheet that explains what a church must do
if it decides to disaffiliate. The process includes getting guidance from the district
superintendent, understanding the financial terms that apply to the congregation
and using a discernment process facilitated by the district superintendent.
Click here for disaffiliation steps.
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Sunday School — each Sunday at 9 a.m.
Kids’ Worship — each Sunday at 10 a.m.
Kids’ Worship is a wonderful way to
help kids on their walk with the
Lord. It doesn't take much to be a
part of their walk in ways you probably will never know. All it takes is
your presence to change the way
they think about coming to church.
Kids’ Bible Study —
each Wednesday at 4:45 p.m.
Summer Sunday VBS —
each Sunday, June 5 -July 24
Summer is almost here and that
means VBS! It’s a wonderful and
fun way to show kids that God
loves them and so do we!
This year we have a new idea for
how best to share God's message
with the kids. We are calling it
Summer Sunday VBS.
Instead of a week-long Vacation Bible School, we will have VBS from
5-7 p.m. each Sunday in June and
July (except on Father's Day, June
19).
There will be bible stories, crafts,
games and a meal each week with
our lighthouse theme.
Kids and adults of all ages can enjoy VBS. We would love to have
you. Contact Mrs. Corey at 903-746
-5484. She really needs your help!
Love and blessings,
Mrs. Corey

Tennison Tower

SUMMER SUNDAY VBS
JUNE 5 — JULY 24
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LAKEVIEW SUMMER CAMP

SEWING IS A MISSION

Register now for Summer Camp Session
#4 from July 4-8, 2022 at Lakeview Summer Camp in Palestine, TX. This session is
for kids entering the third grade all the
way up to graduating seniors.

Sewing students made saddlebags that fit
over the frame of a walker and invited the
congregation to take them home and use
them or give them to friends who need
them.

It will cost $440 per youth, and $220 per
adult. For every five female/male youth
we send to camp, we will need one adult
female/male.

Pictured below (l-r) are students Angie
Guzman, Harmony Guest, teacher Dorothy McCarver and student Mallory Guzman.

Pastor Tommy Earl Burton will be on staff
for the elementary kids and promises
you’ll laugh and have fun.
Lakeview Methodist Conference Camping
Session #4 Registration Link

WHEELCHAIR RAMP MINISTRY RECEIVES DONATION
The April communion offering of $427 was given to Tennison’s wheelchair ramp ministry which operates in cooperation with the nonprofit Texas Ramp Project.

A 40 ft. ramp was built at the home of James Chopel on
April 2 to assist him with access. His father, who lives
at the same address, also needed a ramp. Tennison’s
volunteer crew, led by Tom Nuchols, has completed
seven ramps in 2022 and has others still on the waiting
list. If you can help, call Tom at 903.563.5926.

Tennison Tower

May 2022

pg. 4

HOPE MINISTRY UPDATE

Thanks to the generous help of the Mt.
Pleasant Community Fund, administered
by the Tennison Trustees, remodeling at
Hope Ministries is full speed ahead.

FREE CONCERT ~ MAY 13
David Mills will conduct the Mt.
Pleasant Chamber Orchestra in a
free concert on Friday, May 13 at 6
p.m. in the Tennison sanctuary.

Judy Capps, founder of Hope Ministries,
supplied the following information:

Talented local musicians will play
pieces fitting the theme “Musical
Blossoms” including the Orange
Blossom Special, Yellow Rose of
Texas, Vivaldi’s “Spring” and the
Roses from the South waltz.

Apartments Remodeled
To date, 12 apartments have been remodeled. As previous tenants vacated the
apartments, we discovered that there was
much more to do than install new laminate floors.
Most apartments had punch holes in walls,
broken light fixtures and broken blinds.
One needed a new tub and tile wall. All of
them needed paint.
All the remodeled apartments are now
homes for single mothers, kids and widows.
Community Center

Two apartments will be turned into a new
community center. Volunteer Christian
Builders (VCB), a team of construction
missionaries from around the US, will
work from April 25 to May 6 to create the
community center and children’s center.

SUMMER SPENDING HEATS UP
In the excitement of new projects and
special needs, it can be easy to forget the
needs of the general budget in our giving.
Salaries, insurance, utilities, general
maintenance, and conference apportionments are all things that come out of our
regular budget. At the present time, our
routine expenses are exceeding our
routine gifts.

Before then, we will be purchasing kitchen
equipment and doors. We will pour slabs
in preparation for the VCB team.
The Tennison congregation is invited to
come by on construction days. Hope Ministries is looking for churches that will volunteer to provide lunch and dinner each
day for the construction team.
Funds Used
Over $85,000 provided by the Mt. Pleasant Community Fund has been used so far
according to Capps. Look for more updates as renovated homes for single
mothers and widows are created.
Tennison Tower

This will be a problem as utilities and
maintenance costs continue to rise during
the summer months.
The Finance Committee asks you to give
sacrificially now toward the general budget in the month of May, so our anticipated
expenses may be easily met.
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LOOKING FORWARD …
As we celebrate Tennison’s
175th year
Each month we are learning of the interesting and important beginnings of Tennison
Methodist –how our stained-glass windows came from our previous sanctuary; how our
pipe organ was a distant goal made a reality by the women of Tennison in 1924.
And besides information, there will be several events to enjoy – a pipe organ concert
this spring, a ladies’ tea in September and a homecoming luncheon on November 20,
when our honored guests will be Bishop Scott Jones and our District Superintendent
the Reverend Karen Jones.
Also, we have worked with our pastor and our administrative board and our trustees to
identify a goal for our church campus for this anniversary year – and that goal is to refresh the appearance of our Education Building outside. This includes power washing
the brick, painting and recaulking the windows, uniform white window treatments inside facing west, trimming the building’s trees and other maintenance items.
Of course, none of this is without some expense, and we hope you will be willing to
help with the underwriting of some these events and improvements, “above and beyond” your normal giving.
We have a list of projects and their estimated costs, and we hope and pray you will
help by underwriting a specific item, or by giving to a general fund that will help address these needs. Please review the list of projects on the following page.
How to participate? Send your check to the church office with your preferred project on
the memo line or give to the 175th Anniversary Fund to use where needed.
REMEMBER the history of our church.
REJOICE in the celebration of our church.
REACH OUT for the renewal of our church.
Questions? Just contact any member of our 175th anniversary committee: Rev. Tommy
Earl Burton, Yvonne Hampton, Judy Hamilton, Bill Means, Read Pearson, Liz Sanders,
Corey Mills, Bird Old III, David Mills, Jeani Guest, Gerald Hampton, Marian Reed,
Melissa Pearson and Elaine Beason.
Suzy and Jerry Boatner, Co-Chairs
175th Anniversary Task Force
Tennison Tower
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175th Anniversary of Tennison Memorial United Methodist Church

Underwriting Opportunities
Organ Concert ~ Spring 2022
$500 needed

Donate now!

Ladies Tea ~ Sept. 25
$600 needed
Donate now!

Homecoming Luncheon
November 20
$6,500 needed

$1,000 received Donate now!

Education Building Renewal
Spring—Summer 2022
Trim trees

Spring

$400

DONE!

Power wash building

Spring

$1,900

DONE!

Caulk & paint windows

Summer

$7,200

available

Blinds for 5 windows

Summer

$375

Wiring repair on W side

Summer

$2,000

Tennison Tower
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PRAYERS NEEDED
Karl Craig, Sonny Ortega, Jim Noble, Nancy
Chambers Oddy, family of Ralph Fagan, Miguel
Hernandez, Ronnie Russell, Kede VanDyck, Rev.
Ferel Little, Art Scharlach, Melba Spann, Jan
Cross, Joe Sandlin.

ANNIVERSARIES

Confined to home: Billie Brown, Ralph and Dolly
Denny, Jerry and Barbara Wesson.

RUSSELL, Ronnie & Betty (24)
05/22

WOBICK, Bob & Sandy (44)
05/06
WITHERSPOON, Richard & Janie
(3) 05/18

ROLF, Garry & Debbie (20)
05/23
NOBLE, Jim & Ann (60) 05/26

HOLLOWAY, Ronnie & Lynn (54)
05/31
Youth is taking a short break for the month of
May. We will start meeting again on June 5 and
will meet each Sunday evening from 5-7 p.m.

BIRTHDAYS

Stay tuned for fun activities like laser tag, pool
parties, and more!
Adult volunteers are always welcome. Contact me
if you would like to help.
Blessings,
Liz Sanders, Director of Youth Ministry
youth@tennisonumc.org
903.305.0900
CONTACT US
Church office: (903) 572-5341
Mailing address: PO Box 967
Mt. Pleasant TX 75456
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8:30-4:30
Pastor: Rev. Tommy Earl Burton,
pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Assistant & Tennison Tower editor:
Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest,
finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills,
music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills,
children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders,
youth@tennisonumc.org
Tennison Tower
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MENHENNETT, Joshua

05/12

SUNDERLAND, Nathan

05/12

STRUBE, Cameron

05/20

WALKER, Charlotte

05/22

MENHENNETT, Colton

05/23

MENHENNETT, Robert

05/23

PEARSON, Melissa

05/27

PETERS, Cathy

05/28

OKOLO, Esther

05/30
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