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LET’S WORSHIP TOGETHER

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Join us Sunday morning at 10 a.m.
for inspiring worship in the sanctuary.

Pastor Tommy Earl Burton

Sermons are posted Wednesday at
noon on www.tennisonumc.org.

“DISTURBING THE CITY”

FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST
In Acts 16:20-21, we read,
“20 When they had brought them before the
magistrates, they said, ‘These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21 and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as
Romans to adopt or observe.’”

Give Dad the day off. Treat him to
breakfast with us in the TMAC.

June 19 from 8-9 a.m.
CALENDAR
June 5

Pentecost

Paul and Silas were preaching the good news
of Jesus Christ in Philippi when they encountered a slave-girl who was possessed by a
spirit of divination.

June 5

VBS, 5-7 p.m.

June 7

Trustees

June 8

Ladies Tea planning mtg

June 12

Worship Committee

She made her owners lots of money with this
evil spirit, until she began to irritate Paul.

June 12

VBS, 5-7 p.m.

June 13

Finance Committee

She was following them around crying out,

June 14

175th Luncheon mtg.

“These men are slaves of the Most High God,
who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” (Acts
16:17)

June 16-17

Camp Braveheart

June 19

Father’s Day Breakfast

June 20-30

Pastor’s vacation

Paul eventually became so irritated with her
that he cast out that evil spirit. She was free,
and was possibly happy about that, but her
owners were not happy at all!

June 26

VBS, 5-7 p.m.

Paul and Silas were arrested for “disturbing
the city” and the result was Paul and Silas
having a powerful worship service in prison.
We read about it in Acts 16:25.

Enjoy our worship videos, posts and
messages on email, YouTube, Facebook and on the church website:
www.youtube.com
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
www.tennisonumc.org

(cont’d. on pg. 2)
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STAY IN TOUCH
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News just for youth can be found at:
facebook.com/tennisonyouth
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From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

IN MEMORIAM

“25 About midnight Paul and Silas were
praying and singing hymns to God, and
the prisoners were listening to them.”

Billie Harvey Brown

You really should read the whole story because there is an earthquake, the doors
of the prison are opened up, and the head
jailer has such a powerful encounter with
God that he gives his life to Christ! He
and his household were saved!
You may not be aware, but I remember a
time when our church was accused of
“disturbing the city!” In our parking lot
behind the chapel in 1997, the band
“Shaded Red” was playing a concert for
our youth group! They were amazing!

Billie Harvey Brown of Mt. Pleasant, TX
passed away on April 30, 2022. She was
born Nov. 10, 1933 in Shreveport, LA to
Talmadge & Ella (Garner) Harvey.
She joined Tennison Memorial United
Methodist Church in October 1954.
She is survived by her son and daughterin-law, Gary and Cindy Brown; daughter,
Terry Brown; grandchildren, Randy Brown
and Logan, granddaughter, Candace
Brown; great grandchildren, Brody Brown
and Mayleigh Brown.
A graveside service was held on May 4 at
the Bridges Chapel Cemetery.

Things were going great, until the police
showed up! I may be wrong, but I believe
it was the first time in our history here at
Tennison that we were told we were being
too loud! The concert was over!
Even though we hated to end the concert
in that manner, we took it all in stride!
We didn’t allow this noise complaint to
dampen our enthusiasm for the Lord! We
bought their CDs and T-shirts. Then we
sent them on their way. It was a powerful
worship experience that I will never forget, and I still listen to “Shaded Red” on
Pandora!
God is calling us to worship the Lord!
Worship the Lord when we are feeling
great, and things seem to be going our
way! Worship the Lord when we feel upset, and it appears that we are experiencing one of our darkest moments! Who
knows, just like Paul and Silas, in your
darkest moments God may use your testimony in a powerful way!
In Christian love,
Rev. Tommy Earl Burton
pastor@tennisonumc.org
903.826.3211
Tennison Tower

CAMP BRAVEHEART
June 16-17, 8:30a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Cypress Basin Hospice looks forward to
helping children ages 6-12 years old
struggling with grief to find connections,
healing, and purpose through their grief.
There is no charge for the camp which will
occur at Tennison Memorial UMC from
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. on June 16 and 17
in the Gathering Hall.
Call Cypress Basin Hospice at
903.577.1510 to register a child who
could benefit from support while grieving.
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Sunday School — each Sunday at 9 a.m.
Kids’ Bible Study —
The Wednesday night program is
on summer break. Join us again
when school starts.
SUMMER SUNDAYS VBS
each Sunday, June 5 -July 24

5—7 p.m.
Summer is upon us and that means
VBS!
Instead of a week-long Vacation Bible School, we will have VBS from
5-7 p.m. each Sunday in June and
July (except on Father's Day, June
19).
The light of Christ will guide us on
our VBS adventure.

There will be bible stories, crafts,
games, and science experiments.
We will serve dinner to the kids
about halfway through.
Kids ages 4-11 are welcome!
There are three main ways you can
help:
1. Being physically present,
2. Making a donation to cover the
cost of the meals (we estimate it
will cost $500 to feed everyone),
3. And supporting us with your
prayers.
Love and blessings,
Mrs. Corey
903-746-5484

Tennison Tower

SUMMER SUNDAY VBS
JUNE 5 — JULY 24
5-7 p.m. each Sunday
June 2022
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Cubs from Tennison’s pack #6034 and scouts from troop #6209 took a Saturday hike
at the Dupree Park Nature Preserve near Mt. Vernon, TX. The cubs fulfilled requirements for their Bear rank and the scouts worked toward 2nd Class by identifying various plants and animals along with their signs/tracks, nests/homes and calls. The park
has clearings of native plants to support wildlife, native songbirds and butterflies.

Scouts and cubs chartered to Tennison hiked at Dupree Park with den leader Carr Ramsey and Read Pearson (not pictured).

MUSIC BLOOMS AT TENNISON
David Mills conducted the Mt. Pleasant Chamber
Orchestra’s “Musical Blossoms” concert May 13 in
the Tennison sanctuary.
A selection of classical and popular tunes were performed with flowers as the theme. Master Gardeners of Cypress Basin shared a slideshow of flowers
and a yellow rose bush was given as a prize.
Future plans include a pops concert in August and a
Christmas concert in December.
Tennison Tower
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SUMMER BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS

Pastor Tommy
Earl Burton’s lectionary bible
study continues
through the summer each Tuesday at 10 a.m. in
the Fellowship
Classroom.

Jerry Faucett and Anna Brown joined our
congregation on May 1, 2022. They
moved to Mt. Pleasant two years ago from
the Dallas area in search of country living
and a less hectic pace.

Drop in any Tuesday for coffee, cookies
and great discussion of the text that will
be the basis of Sunday’s sermon.
The lectionary readings are provided each
Monday by email or can be found any time
on www.umcdiscipleship.org. Look under
the Worship Planning tab for the current
week’s lesson.
HOPE MINISTRIES GETS DONATION
The May communion offering of $804 was
donated to Hope Ministries, a local nonprofit that assists single women with children. The goal of the ministry is to empower women to break the cycle of poverty and create permanent change.
Tennison has assisted this ministry by authorizing funds from the Mt. Pleasant
Community Fund to remodel 31 apartments and build an activity center.

Anna Brown and Jerry Faucett joined our church on
May 1 after visiting other local churches.

When the couple visited Tennison, Anna
said she knew she was home. She loves
the way the pastor tells stories that make
scripture easy to understand.
Jerry works from home providing specialty
inks and other products to the manufacturers of porcelain tile. He is transferring
his membership from Flower Mound, TX.
Anna is transferring her membership from
Johns Creek UMC in Johns Creek, GA. She
stays busy on the acreage the couple
bought around Lake Bob Sandlin.
Anna trains the eight Labrador retrievers
that live with them. Three are six-month
old puppies that need lots of attention.

Judy Capps, founder of Hope Ministries, accepts
Tennison’s donation from Rev. Tommy Earl Burton.
Tennison Tower

The five adult dogs have earned many ribbons in the show ring and are also accomplished hunting dogs. Anna is frequently
on the road taking a dog to a field test or
other competition.

June 2022
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CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE

CONFIRMANDS

We will be updating the church directory
as one of our projects celebrating the
175th anniversary of our congregation.

On May 15 we welcomed Madison Hearron
and Alex Menhennett to our church family
as baptized and confirmed members. They
both completed a six-week confirmation
class taught by Rev. Tommy Earl Burton
that began Feb. 27.

A photo booth will be set up and a photographer will be available after church to
take your picture on several Sundays this
summer. Dates will be announced soon.
In addition to getting your photo taken,
you will be asked to confirm the membership data on file to make sure the church
records are correct.

The course covered the history and heritage of the Methodist movement and its
core beliefs. The students discussed their
baptism vows and what it means to make
a public profession of faith.

TEXAS ANNUAL CONFERENCE

And, of course, they learned the Wesleyan
quadrilateral.

The Texas Annual Conference is nearly
over in Houston. It represents over 600
congregations in the South Central Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church.

Please welcome Madison and Alex and
congratulate them!

The theme is “Praise the Lord My Soul”
based on Psalm 104. This is the first inperson annual conference held in three
years due to the pandemic and public
health concerns.
Rev. Tommy Earl Burton and Administrative Board Chair Gerald Hampton are representing Tennison’s congregation at the
meetings.
The conference began on the evening of
May 29 and runs through June 1 with an
extended cabinet meeting scheduled for
June 2. Eight business sessions will be
held during the conference.

Madison Hearron (left) poses with Rev. Tommy Earl Burton
and Alex Menhennett. Madison and Alex were baptized
and confirmed as members on May 15.

The conference is being streamed for anyone interested in viewing it. However, only delegates physically present in the
room will be allowed to vote or participate
in deliberations. Serious issues expected
to engender deep discussion are placed in
the Tuesday morning and afternoon business sessions. This is to accommodate
people viewing the sessions remotely.
For more information, go to
www.txcumc.org.
Tennison Tower

INTER-CHURCH PRAYER MEETING
You are invited to attend the Inter-Church
Prayer Meeting at Calvary Bible Church,
located at 411 N Van Buren in Mt. Pleasant, on June 16 at 10 a.m.
Each month a different local church hosts
this time of fellowship and prayer. All are
welcome to ask for prayers and join in the
prayers together.
The group is non-denominational.

June 2022
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REMEMBER
the history of our church.

REJOICE
in the celebration of our church.

REACH OUT
for the renewal of our church.
MUSIC TELLS OUR STORY
The first recital at Tennison was an organ recital played on the new organ the women
of the church had worked so hard to obtain in 1924 to share with the community. It
was the only pipe organ in Mount Pleasant.
For many years, piano teachers in Mount Pleasant, notably Mrs. John A. Brooks and
Mrs. Genevive H. Stonecipher, held spring piano recitals every year in the Tennison
sanctuary where their students performed.
Mary Ann Myers Spearman was one of Mrs. Brooks’ students and is pictured here at the
piano in about 1959
when she was ten
years old. Her
beautiful pink dress
was hand-sewn by
her mother.
You can see the organ and choir loft as
well as the curved
altar rail in the
background of the
photo.
The piano Mary Ann
played is the same
one used in the current sanctuary for
worship services.
Suzy and Jerry Boatner, Co-Chairs
175th Anniversary Task Force
Tennison Tower
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PRAYERS NEEDED
Lavonia Nuchols (Tom’s sister-in-law), Margaret
Thigpen, Sue Hall, Sue Sandlin, Kede Van Dyck,
Rev. Ferel Little, Nancy Chambers Oddy, Ronnie
Russell, Jan Cross, Joe Sandlin.
Confined to home: Ralph and Dolly Denny, Jerry
and Barbara Wesson.
CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATE!
Bekah Price, daughter of Beth and Jason Price
and granddaughter of Mollie and Bill Means,
graduated from Mt. Pleasant’s Christian Homeschool Education Co-op this spring.
This fall she will enroll at University of Mississippi
(Ole Miss) majoring in Allied Health Professions
and going to dental hygiene school.
Bekah took violin lessons
from David Mills, piano
lessons from Sherry Daniel and played volleyball
with the Christian Homeschool Athletic Assoc. of
Mt. Pleasant. She earned
the leadership and MVP
award for the Varsity
Girls Volleyball team.
CONTACT US
Church office: (903) 572-5341
Mail address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Pastor: Rev. Tommy Earl Burton,
pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Assistant & Tennison Tower editor:
Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest,
finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills,
music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills,
children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders Sigal,
youth@tennisonumc.org
Tennison Tower
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ANNIVERSARIES

ANDERSON, Rick & Carol (44)
06/03
MCCARVER, Matt & Tracy (28)
06/04
MCCARVER, Dick & Dorothy (53)
06/14
ANDERSON, Luke & Tasa (20)
06/15
MCGREGOR, Heather & James
(23) 06/17
NUCHOLS, Tom & Galand (57)
06/19
PEARSON, Read & Melissa (45)
06/21
NICHOLS, Brian & Kerri (22)
06/24
HARGROVE, Justin & Kay (19)
06/28
FARR, Tracy & Susan (37) 06/29
BIRTHDAYS
OLIVER, Gary
STRUBE, Charlie
JOHNSON, Stephanie
NICHOLS, Bethani
RUSSELL, Betty
BOWERS, Joseph
MCGREGOR, Katie
MILLS, Elijah
WESSON, Barbara
WITHERSPOON, Richie
MCCARVER, Matt
STANLEY, Dayna
HOLLOWAY, Ronnie
HOLLOWAY, Lynn
WESSON, Jerry
CROSS, Jan
MEANS, Mollie
STANLEY, Donna
BURKE, Cheryl
HENRY, Melody
MCCARVER, Dick
COBB, Mac
SCHARLACH, Art

06/01
06/02
06/03
06/03
06/04
06/05
06/06
06/06
06/07
06/10
06/11
06/13
06/18
06/19
06/20
06/23
06/26
06/26
06/27
06/29
06/29
06/30
06/30
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