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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

LET’S WORSHIP TOGETHER
Join us Sunday morning at 10 a.m.
for inspiring worship in the sanctuary.

Pastor Tommy Earl Burton

Sermons are posted Wednesday at
noon on www.tennisonumc.org.

Wrestling With God
In Genesis 32:24 we read,

CALENDAR

“Jacob was left alone; and a man
wrestled with him until daybreak.”

Aug. 2

Trustees, 6 p.m.

Aug. 14

Blessing of the Backpacks

Aug. 14

Picnic in the TMAC at 11

Aug. 15

Finance, 4 p.m.

Aug. 17

School starts

Aug. 21

Kids’ Worship at 10:15

Aug. 21

Shepherd Groups, 11 a.m.

Aug. 21

Kids’ Bible Study, 4 p.m.

Aug. 21

Youth, 4-6 p.m.

Aug. 25

Admin. Board, 6 p.m.

He wrestles with this man all night, and then
discovers that he wasn’t really wrestling with a
man after all. He was wrestling with God!
If you look back at Jacob’s life, you can see
why he would need God in his life.
Wrestling was nothing new to Jacob. When he
and his twin brother, Esau, were born, Jacob
was born second — gripping his brother's
heel!
They started out fighting, and things only got
worse from there. Jacob tricked his elderly father, Isaac, and stole his brother Esau’s blessing.
Stolen blessings usually turn into something
other than blessings, and that’s the way it was
for Jacob. He ended up having to live his life
on the run to avoid the fury of his brother.
What kind of blessing is that?
And here he is; all alone with all of those demons that he’s been carrying around haunting
him. Isn’t that how it works?
We get what we want, we brag about it to
everyone, celebrate our victories all throughout the day, and then the sun goes down. It’s
time for bed, and time for our nightly prayers.

(cont’d. on pg. 2)
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INTER-CHURCH PRAYER MEETING
Please pray for the community at the
Inter-Church Prayer Meeting, Aug. 11
at 10 a.m. Location is Mt. Olive Baptist, 131 S O’Tyson in Mt. Pleasant.
Pastor Kirthell Roberts will host.
STAY IN TOUCH
Enjoy our worship videos, posts and
messages on email, YouTube, Facebook and on the church website:
www.youtube.com
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
www.tennisonumc.org
News just for youth can be found at:
facebook.com/tennisonyouth
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From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

BISHOP ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT

And then we ask ourselves:

On June 16, 2022, Bishop Scott J. Jones
submitted a letter to the South Central Jurisdiction and the Council of Bishops requesting retirement from the active episcopacy effective Dec. 31, 2022.

Am I really about to do this?
After the way I’ve acted today,
am I really going to ask God to
bless me and my family?
And so it begins; we wrestle with God.
It’s not a pretty sight, and it’s painful as
well.
Jacob knew that pain, but he wasn’t
about to let God go without receiving a
blessing! He was tired of the life he was
living, and he was trying to prepare himself for a reunion with his brother.
He needed a blessing from God; and he
received one! Just in case this blessing
didn’t work though, he made other plans.
He planned on honoring his brother with
all sorts of wealth in an attempt to buy
him off. Would it work? Would he survive
this encounter with Esau?

This announcement came as a surprise to
most people due to a new ruling surrounding U.S. bishop retirement.
“Since the Judicial Council decision on
June 1, I have prayed and thought a lot
about my future,” said Bishop Jones.
“Increasing disobedience and escalating
conflict in the denomination have made
my service as a bishop of the whole
church seem much more problematic. My
further reflection has led me to believe
that my best service to Christ for the next
two years is in retirement.”

We read about their reunion in Genesis
33: 4 and it was glorious.

“But Esau ran to meet him, and
embraced him, and fell on his
neck and kissed him, and they
wept.”
Sounds like Esau had been wrestling with
God, too, doesn’t it? The freedom we find
when we wrestle with God is amazing!
Sins are forgiven, burdens are lifted, we
are reconciled to God, we are reconciled
with one another, and we find new life in
Christ!

Even though we may not think so at the
time, wrestling with God isn’t so bad after
all!
May the blessings of God, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit be with us and remain
with us all now and forever! Amen!
In Christian love,
Rev. Tommy Earl Burton
pastor@tennisonumc.org
903.826.3211
Tennison Tower

Bishop Scott Jones at the recent meeting of the Texas
Annual Conference in Houston, TX.

Bishop Jones will continue serving through
December 31, 2022. Delegates from the
South Central Jurisdiction of the United
Methodist Church will elect new bishops
from Nov. 2 through Nov. 5.
The newly elected bishops and continuing
bishops will then receive their assignments from the Jurisdictional Episcopacy
Committee. The assigned bishop to the
Texas Annual Conference will then begin
January 1, 2023.
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
SUMMER SUNDAY VBS
At Summer Sunday VBS (in June and July) we learned how God is like a lighthouse for
us and how we can use the bible to show us the path we should take and how we can
be the light of Christ for others. Enjoy the VBS pictures on page 4.
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
School is back and so are we! There are many exciting and fun opportunities this fall!
We will kick off back-to-school on August 14th with Blessing of the Backpacks so be
sure to bring your backpack and a friend or two! Plan to stay for lunch afterwards in
the TMAC. We’ll be grilling hamburgers and hot dogs!
KIDS’ BIBLE STUDY
Kids’ bible study will resume in August but it will be on Sunday afternoons from 4-6
p.m. Mark your calendar now. The fun starts August 21st!
KIDS’ WORSHIP
Kids worship is gearing up to begin again. Starting August 21st, kids ages 4 years
through 5th grade are welcomed and encouraged to join me in figuring out the how
and why of the way we worship on Sunday morning. Our service will run from 10:1511:05. If we are finished before "big church" we will walk the kids back to the sanctuary. If "big church" finishes before we do, please be patient until 11:05 so the kids can
experience all God has for them.
NURSERY AVAILABLE
We have a nursery available for infants to 4 years old if you feel it would be a blessing
to your family. We have excellent people in the nursery to play with and care for your
little one while you spend a few moments with God.
SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING
All the adults who work with children in any way must submit to a background check
and attend Safe Sanctuary training. This insures all the children who come to Tennison
are in a safe and loving environment.
All God's children have a place at Tennison and so do you!
Love and blessings,
Mrs. Corey
903-746-5484
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SUMMER SUNDAY VBS PROGRAM

Mary Hearron, standing at left, and Mollie Means showed the
VBS kids how to make lemonade and cool it with dry ice.

David Mills, in red shirt, told bible stories that captured
young imaginations and made them think.

Jeani Guest, at right, and Sara Russell served delicious meals
to kids and adults at each VBS session.

Read Pearson and Tommy Earl Burton, not pictured,
kept kids busy with a variety of games to play.

Children’s Dept. Director Corey Mills (in black) and Sara
Russell help kids make crafts with lots and lots of glue.

David Mills, with guitar, taught the VBS kids to sing two
songs: “My Lighthouse” and “In the Eye of the Storm.”

Tennison Tower
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STUDY BEGINS ON LETTER OF JAMES

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Pastor Tommy Earl Burton will start a
study of “The Letter of James” on Aug. 21
at 4 p.m. in Room 110. This study will
continue each Sunday for eight weeks.

As we finished up the first half of 2022 in
June, our anticipated expenses have come
in at 99% of budget at $207,316.89.

Click here to order your book.
In the letter of James, the author urges
and encourages his readers to persevere
through the temptation and trials of daily
life by example of his own learned wisdom. His letter exemplifies what it means
to live consistently in Christ and serves as
a guide that will resonate with anyone
looking to pursue a godlier life.
The study is authored by Abson Prédestin
Joseph who is vice president of Academic
Affairs and professor of New Testament at
Wesley Seminary, Indiana Wesleyan University.
RHUTE HAVEN GETS SUPPORT
Shannon Means, founder of the RHUTE
Haven day shelter for the local homeless
population, spoke about her ministry on
July 3 in the Tennison sanctuary.
The congregation contributed $631 to
support the vital work she is doing to provide a low-barrier day shelter for those in
need and give them hope.
The day shelter provides food, clothing,
showers and temporary respite for those
living on the street. Staff assists them
with identification, education, jobs and
stable housing. The street ministry goes
out several nights each week with food.
NO GRUMPS, PLEASE
Pastor Tommy Earl Burton teaches a class
each Sunday at 9 a.m. in Room 111. The
class is intended for anyone who isn’t already a member of an ongoing class and
enjoys laughing while learning.
Tennison Tower

However, our necessary income has come
in at just $192,995.49, almost $18,000
under budget and over $14,000 less than
our actual expenses.
Cutting Costs
In order to cut costs, the Finance Committee has already paused our apportionment
payments to the District and to the Annual
Conference.
In addition, the position of Finance Secretary has taken a voluntary pay decrease
and corresponding reduction in hours.
Changes Needed
However, these changes alone will not be
enough to cover the deficit in giving, and
we will need to make drastic changes to
programs and projects in order to remain
in trust with our designated funds.
Over the last several years, the administrative team has made a special effort to
conserve resources and reduce spending.
Unfortunately, expenses like insurance,
utilities, and emergency repairs remain
out of our control.
You Can Help
The good news is, you can help!
Anything given toward the general fund
goes to support the annual budget, as well
as all donations without designation.
Prayerfully consider increasing your general donations as we recover from the record heat and corresponding expenses that
go along with it.
L. Jeani Guest, Finance Secretary
finance@tennisonumc.org
Cell: 903-767-3415
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DISTRICT CALLED CONFERENCE EXPLORES OPTIONS

“Our denomination is facing a very difficult time and it is breaking my heart,” said
Bishop Scott Jones at a District Called Conference in Longview, TX on July 16.
The bishop and cabinet recommend that each congregation use a process of discernment to determine the future direction individual local churches will take.
Churches that are dissatisfied with staying in the United Methodist Church (UMC) have
options ranging from becoming independent to joining another denomination. If a
church decides to separate from the UMC, it may disaffiliate using a process outlined in
the Book of Discipline. For more on this process, click here.
Before a church disaffiliates, it must go through a process of discernment. This process
lasts a minimum of 40 days and is under the supervision of the district superintendent.
Key questions must be answered to be sure all members of the congregation have
been heard and their viewpoints have been prayerfully considered.
The process of discernment can be raised by the pastor or by the lay leadership. The
church council (or equivalent) votes to begin the process. Congregational meetings are
held to share information and answer questions about remaining in the UMC or joining
another denomination. Costs for leaving must also be considered (apportionments and
unfunded pension liability as well as legal costs for changing documents and costs for
changing signage).
Upon completion of the discernment process, the church council (or equivalent) will decide if there is enough interest to call for a vote. The district superintendent will call for
a church conference where members eligible to vote will be identified and given written
ballots. Ballots will be counted and the result announced immediately. If 2/3 approve,
the motion for a new church relationship will be passed.
A resolution will then need to be filed and approved by the Texas Annual Conference.
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REMEMBER
the history of our church.

REJOICE
in the celebration of our church.

REACH OUT
for the renewal of our church.

Underwriting is in progress for:
The Ladies’ Tea — Sept. 25
The Homecoming Luncheon — Nov. 20
Education Building Repair — ongoing
We need approx.
Received to date
Still needed

$7,350 to underwrite OUR celebration
$3,119
$4,231

Mark your calendars and send donations to the church office.
Designate your checks for Tea, Luncheon, Building or General Underwriting of the celebration.
Send a donation to the church office, drop it in the offering plate,
or call Tommy Earl and he will pick it up!
Suzy and Jerry Boatner, Co-Chairs, 175th Anniversary Task Force
Tennison Tower
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PRAYERS NEEDED
Bobby Joe Spearman, Randy Hodge, Vicky Greenlee, Carolyn Hampton, Cathy Peters, Robert Menhennett, Margaret Thigpen, Lavonia Nuchols, Sue
Hall, Sue Sandlin, Kede Van Dyck, Nancy Chambers Oddy, Ronnie Russell, Jan Cross, Joe
Sandlin. Confined to home: Ralph and Dolly Denny, Jerry and Barbara Wesson.

ANNIVERSARIES

TURNER, Betty & George (14)
08/02
BEASON, Jerry & Elaine (44)
08/05
DAVEY, David & Barbara (52)
08/05
CROSS, Herbie & Jan (51) 08/07

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES
Pastor Tommy Earl Burton’s lectionary bible study
continues through the summer each Tuesday at
10 a.m. in the Fellowship Classroom.
Join the group for coffee and lively discussion of
the text that will be the basis of Sunday’s sermon.
The lectionary readings are provided each Monday
by email or can be found any time on
www.umcdiscipleship.org. Look under the Worship
Planning tab for the current week’s lesson.
CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE

WELBORN, Frank & Nancy (54)
08/10
REED, Jack & Marian (66) 08/11

JOHNSON, Carl & Stephanie
08/12
OLIVER, Gary & Penny (52)
08/15
DENNY, Ralph & Dolly (58)
08/22
TAYLOR, Tim & Chessy (44)
08/25

We are updating the church directory. A photo
booth in the narthex will be available after church
each Sunday in August.
In addition to getting your photo taken, you will
be asked to confirm the membership data on file
to make sure the church records are correct.
CONTACT US
Church office: (903) 572-5341
Mail address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Pastor: Rev. Tommy Earl Burton,
pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Assistant & Tennison Tower editor:
Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest,
finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills,
music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills,
children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders Sigal,
youth@tennisonumc.org
Tennison Tower
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BIRTHDAYS
GUEST, Harmony

08/03

MCCARVER, Brandon

08/04

THIGPEN, Buddy

08/07

ANDERSON, Hannah

08/09

WELBORN, Frank

08/10

DAVEY, Barbara

08/11

LIDE, Lisa

08/14

PRICE, Izzy

08/20

GREENLEE, Jan

08/21

MENHENNETT, James

08/22

HALL, Sue

08/24

MILLS, Daniel

08/25

HARGROVE, Devon

08/31
pg. 8

