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Wrestling With God 
 

In Genesis 32:24 we read, 

ñJacob was left alone; and a man 
wrestled with him until daybreak.ò 
 

He wrestles with this man all night, and then 
discovers that he wasnôt really wrestling with a 
man after all. He was wrestling with God!  

If you look back at Jacobôs life, you can see 
why he would need God in his life. 

Wrestling was nothing new to Jacob. When he 
and his twin brother, Esau, were born, Jacob 
was born second ð gripping his brother's 
heel! 

They started out fighting, and things only got 
worse from there. Jacob tricked his elderly fa-
ther, Isaac, and stole his brother Esauôs bless-
ing. 

Stolen blessings usually turn into something 
other than blessings, and thatôs the way it was 
for Jacob. He ended up having to live his life 
on the run to avoid the fury of his brother. 
What kind of blessing is that? 

And here he is; all alone with all of those de-
mons that heôs been carrying around haunting 
him. Isnôt that how it works? 

We get what we want, we brag about it to 
everyone, celebrate our victories all through-
out the day, and then the sun goes down. Itôs 
time for bed, and time for our nightly prayers.  

FROM THE PASTORôS DESK 

 
Pastor Tommy Earl Burton 

 (contôd. on pg. 2) 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Enjoy our worship videos, posts and 

messages on email, YouTube, Face-

book and on the church website: 

www.youtube.com 

www.facebook.com/tennisonumc 

www.tennisonumc.org 

News just for youth can be found at: 

facebook.com/tennisonyouth 

LETôS WORSHIP TOGETHER 

Join us Sunday morning at 10 a.m. 

for inspiring worship in the sanctuary. 

Sermons are posted Wednesday at 

noon on www.tennisonumc.org. 

CALENDAR 

Aug.  2 Trustees, 6 p.m. 

Aug. 14 Blessing of the Backpacks 

Aug. 14 Picnic in the TMAC at 11 

Aug. 15 Finance, 4 p.m. 

Aug. 17 School starts 

Aug. 21 Kidsô Worship at 10:15 

Aug. 21 Shepherd Groups, 11 a.m. 

Aug. 21 Kidsô Bible Study, 4 p.m. 

Aug. 21 Youth, 4-6 p.m. 

Aug. 25 Admin. Board, 6 p.m. 

INTER-CHURCH PRAYER MEETING 

Please pray for the community at the 

Inter-Church Prayer Meeting, Aug. 11 

at 10 a.m. Location is Mt. Olive Bap-

tist, 131 S OôTyson in Mt. Pleasant.  

Pastor Kirthell Roberts will host. 

https://tennisonumc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRIw9lQ8lqKT2Nvj-UYtEA
http://www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
http://www.tennisonumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/tennisonyouth/
http://www.tennisonumc.org
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And then we ask ourselves: 

Am I really about to do this?  

After the way Iôve acted today, 
am I really going to ask God to 
bless me and my family?  
 

And so it begins; we wrestle with God. 
Itôs not a pretty sight, and itôs painful as 
well. 

Jacob knew that pain, but he wasnôt 
about to let God go without receiving a 
blessing! He was tired of the life he was 
living, and he was trying to prepare him-
self for a reunion with his brother.  

He needed a blessing from God; and he 
received one! Just in case this blessing 
didnôt work though, he made other plans. 

He planned on honoring his brother with 
all sorts of wealth in an attempt to buy 
him off. Would it work? Would he survive 
this encounter with Esau? 

We read about their reunion in Genesis 
33: 4 and it was glorious. 

ñBut Esau ran to meet him, and 
embraced him, and fell on his 
neck and kissed him, and they 
wept.ò 
 

Sounds like Esau had been wrestling with 
God, too, doesnôt it? The freedom we find 
when we wrestle with God is amazing!  

Sins are forgiven, burdens are lifted, we 
are reconciled to God, we are reconciled 
with one another, and we find new life in 
Christ! 

Even though we may not think so at the 
time, wrestling with God isnôt so bad after 
all! 

May the blessings of God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit be with us and remain 
with us all now and forever! Amen! 
 

In Christian love, 

Rev. Tommy Earl Burton 

pastor@tennisonumc.org 

903.826.3211 

From the Pastorôs desk (contôd.) BISHOP ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT 

On June 16, 2022, Bishop Scott J. Jones 

submitted a letter to the South Central Ju-

risdiction and the Council of Bishops re-

questing retirement from the active epis-

copacy effective Dec. 31, 2022. 

This announcement came as a surprise to 

most people due to a new ruling sur-

rounding U.S. bishop retirement. 

ñSince the Judicial Council decision on 

June 1, I have prayed and thought a lot 

about my future,ò said Bishop Jones. 

ñIncreasing disobedience and escalating 

conflict in the denomination have made 

my service as a bishop of the whole 

church seem much more problematic. My 

further reflection has led me to believe 

that my best service to Christ for the next 

two years is in retirement.ò  

Bishop Jones will continue serving through 

December 31, 2022. Delegates from the 

South Central Jurisdiction of the United 

Methodist Church will elect new bishops 

from Nov. 2 through Nov. 5.  

The newly elected bishops and continuing 

bishops will then receive their assign-

ments from the Jurisdictional Episcopacy 

Committee. The assigned bishop to the 

Texas Annual Conference will then begin 

January 1, 2023. 

"ÉÓÈÏÐ 3ÃÏÔÔ *ÏÎÅÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ  ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 4ÅØÁÓ 

!ÎÎÕÁÌ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ (ÏÕÓÔÏÎȟ 48Ȣ 

mailto:pastor@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello,%20Tommy%20Earl
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CHILDRENôS DEPARTMENT 

SUMMER SUNDAY VBS 

At Summer Sunday VBS (in June and July) we learned how God is like a lighthouse for 

us and how we can use the bible to show us the path we should take and how we can 

be the light of Christ for others. Enjoy the VBS pictures on page 4. 
 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

School is back and so are we! There are many exciting and fun opportunities this fall! 

We will kick off back-to-school on August 14th with Blessing of the Backpacks so be 

sure to bring your backpack and a friend or two! Plan to stay for lunch afterwards in 

the TMAC. Weôll be grilling hamburgers and hot dogs! 
 

KIDSô BIBLE STUDY 

Kidsô bible study will resume in August but it will be on Sunday afternoons from 4-6 

p.m. Mark your calendar now. The fun starts August 21st! 
 

KIDSô WORSHIP 

Kids worship is gearing up to begin again. Starting August 21st, kids ages 4 years 

through 5th grade are welcomed and encouraged to join me in figuring out the how 

and why of the way we worship on Sunday morning. Our service will run from 10:15-

11:05. If we are finished before "big church" we will walk the kids back to the sanctu-

ary. If "big church" finishes before we do, please be patient until 11:05 so the kids can 

experience all God has for them. 
 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 

We have a nursery available for infants to 4 years old if you feel it would be a blessing 

to your family. We have excellent people in the nursery to play with and care for your 

little one while you spend a few moments with God. 
 

SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING 

All the adults who work with children in any way must submit to a background check 

and attend Safe Sanctuary training. This insures all the children who come to Tennison 

are in a safe and loving environment. 
 

All God's children have a place at Tennison and so do you! 

 

Love and blessings,  

Mrs. Corey 

903-746-5484 
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SUMMER SUNDAY VBS PROGRAM 

-ÁÒÙ (ÅÁÒÒÏÎȟ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÌÅÆÔȟ ÁÎÄ -ÏÌÌÉÅ -ÅÁÎÓ ÓÈÏ×ÅÄ ÔÈÅ 

6"3 ËÉÄÓ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÌÅÍÏÎÁÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÏÌ ÉÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÒÙ ÉÃÅȢ 

$ÁÖÉÄ -ÉÌÌÓȟ ÉÎ ÒÅÄ ÓÈÉÒÔȟ ÔÏÌÄ ÂÉÂÌÅ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÐÔÕÒÅÄ 

ÙÏÕÎÇ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÈÉÎËȢ 

*ÅÁÎÉ 'ÕÅÓÔȟ ÁÔ ÒÉÇÈÔȟ ÁÎÄ 3ÁÒÁ 2ÕÓÓÅÌÌ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓ ÍÅÁÌÓ 

ÔÏ ËÉÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÕÌÔÓ ÁÔ ÅÁÃÈ 6"3 ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȢ 

2ÅÁÄ 0ÅÁÒÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÍÍÙ %ÁÒÌ "ÕÒÔÏÎȟ ÎÏÔ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄȟ 

ËÅÐÔ ËÉÄÓ ÂÕÓÙ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÇÁÍÅÓ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÙȢ 

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ�ïÓ $ÅÐÔȢ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ #ÏÒÅÙ -ÉÌÌÓ ɉÉÎ ÂÌÁÃËɊ ÁÎÄ 3ÁÒÁ 

2ÕÓÓÅÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ ËÉÄÓ ÍÁËÅ ÃÒÁÆÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÇÌÕÅȢ 

$ÁÖÉÄ -ÉÌÌÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÕÉÔÁÒȟ ÔÁÕÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ 6"3 ËÉÄÓ ÔÏ ÓÉÎÇ Ô×Ï 

ÓÏÎÇÓȡ �ò-Ù ,ÉÇÈÔÈÏÕÓÅ�ó��ÁÎÄ �ò)Î ÔÈÅ %ÙÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÏÒÍȢ�ó 


