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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

LET’S WORSHIP TOGETHER

Pastor Tommy Earl Burton

Join us Sunday morning at 10 a.m.
for inspiring worship in the sanctuary.
Sermons are posted Wednesday at
noon on www.tennisonumc.org.

Faithful And Fruitful

CALENDAR

A few years ago, I came across a couple of
statistics that supposedly revealed the average lifespan of a protestant church in America.
One showed that it was 40 years, and the other showed it to be 70 years. It doesn’t matter
which one is correct, because both of these
numbers are extremely low! Even if you split
the difference or add the two together that
would still be a depressing number!
What a blessing it is to know that Tennison
Memorial UMC has been active in ministry
here in Titus County for 175 years! Praise
God! Not only have we reached a milestone
that many congregations never attained, but
we are still going strong! And I’m wondering
what will be our next big celebration? Will it be
200 years? 225 years? Or maybe we will be
celebrating a new ministry? Who knows?
The list could go on and on but keeping the
doors open shouldn’t be our legacy. The true
legacy that we should strive for is the one that
has kept, and will keep, this congregation going when others will wither and die and that is
being “Faithful And Fruitful” followers of Jesus
Christ! To continue preaching, through our
words and deeds, the good news of Jesus
(cont’d. on pg. 2)
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NO Bible Study or Youth
Closed– Labor Day
Trustees, 6 pm
Midweek Meal, 5:30 pm
Pastor’s Bible Study, 7 pm
Worship Comm., 11 am
Potluck Lunch, 11:30 am
Discernment Mtg., 1 pm
Finance, 4 pm
Midweek Meal, 5:30 pm
Prayer Mtg., 6:30 pm
Pastor’s Bible Study, 7 pm
Potluck Lunch, 11:30 am
Discernment Mtg., 1 pm
Ladies’ Tea Party, 3 pm
Midweek Meal, 5:30 pm
Prayer Mtg., 6:30 pm
Pastor’s Bible Study, 7 pm
Admin. Board, 6 pm

STAY IN TOUCH
Enjoy our worship videos, posts and
messages on email, YouTube, Facebook and on the church website:
www.youtube.com
www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
www.tennisonumc.org
News just for youth can be found at:
facebook.com/tennisonyouth
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From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.)

TRUSTEES AT WORK

Christ! To be faithful in making sure that
God, through Jesus Christ, is glorified
here at Tennison!

Hard-working Trustees have made many
recent improvements. A new projector
was installed in the sanctuary. Security
cameras have been installed in the Education Building to give greater awareness of
who is in the building and how they are
interacting with children in our care.

I’m getting ahead of myself because we
haven’t officially celebrated our 175th
year in ministry yet! So let’s try our best
not to stay focused on the past, or the future! Let’s keep our focus on Jesus Christ
and the next steps that God, through the
power of God’s Holy Spirit, is directing us
to take! As we continue to move forward
in God’s grace may the blessings of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us
and remain with us now and forever.
Amen!
In Christian love,
Rev. Tommy Earl Burton
pastor@tennisonumc.org, 903.826.3211
DISCERNMENT PERIOD BEGINS
The Administrative Board voted Aug. 25
to enter a period of discernment to decide
the future path of Tennison Memorial
United Methodist Church.

Charlie Guest installed these devices and
also pulled lots of cable through the office
and education buildings to keep our network running. In the photo, he is connecting cables on the network rack he installed
in the church office.

The discernment process will be guided
by District Superintendent Karen Jones.
The purpose is to give all members an opportunity to understand issues facing the
United Methodist Church and decide how
and where God is leading our church.
Details - https://www.txcumc.org/FDTF.
Open meetings will be held on Sunday afternoons beginning Sept. 18 at 1 p.m. in
the sanctuary after a potluck meal at
11:30 a.m. in the Gathering Hall.
Prayer meetings will be held on Wednesday evenings beginning Sept. 21 at 6:30
p.m. in the sanctuary.
All members are welcome to attend and
participate in the discernment process.
Tennison Tower

Richard Witherspoon made sure we added
the street address to our sanctuary building as required by the Mt. Pleasant Fire
Department for our safety.
Emergency exit signs and lights were tested and Trustee Chair Read Pearson ordered new batteries from Jerry Beason.
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Our offerings just for kids:
Sunday School ~ 9:00-9:45 a.m.
Kids’ Sunday Worship ~ 10:15-11:05 a.m.
Kids’ Sunday Bible Study ~ 4-6 p.m. (meal included)
We will begin having a children's
offering time right before they are
dismissed from the sanctuary for
kids’ worship at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday morning. So don't forget to
bring some cash for them to put in
the special offering box. Offering is
important to the church and we
want the kids to understand where
it goes and why we do it.
Our new kids’ worship service runs
from dismissal in the sanctuary until 11:05 a.m. This is the kids’ time
to worship and I would like for
them to be fully engaged in active
worship with the Lord. It takes time
to learn the how's and why’s of
Sunday service so it would be best
if they stay the entire time. We will
walk them back to the sanctuary as
soon as we are finished.
Kids’ bible study is from 4-6 p.m.
each Sunday evening. We talk
about scripture, what it means and
how to apply it in our lives. We color and we play games. We end with
a meal.

All God's children have a place at Tennison and so do you!
Love and blessings,
Mrs. Corey
903-746-5484

Tennison Tower

INTER-CHURCH PRAYER MEETING
Join us for the Inter-Church Prayer
Meeting, Sept. 15 at 10 a.m. in the
Tennison Gathering Hall. Pray for our
community and our churches.
September 2022
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BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
Students brought their school backpacks to worship Aug. 14 for a special blessing. Each received a
new keychain clip to remind them of God’s love.

NTCC HONORS COMPETES
NTCC Honors students, instructed by Dr. Andrew Yox,
filmed an original story about
Texas suffragette Minnie Fisher Cunningham using Tennison’s campus as one of the
settings for the movie.

NTCC Honors students film a wedding scene.

The film will be submitted in
competition for the Caldwell
Memorial Award promoting
Texas and local history. NTCC
won the prestigious award in
2018, 2019 and 2021.

YOU’RE STILL THE ONE
Angela and Marvin Bradford renewed their wedding
vows in Tennison’s sanctuary on Aug. 21 celebrating
their 40th anniversary. They were joined by many
family members including Tennison’s organist and
mother-of-the-bride, Sarah Shelton.
Although they now live in Longview, the Bradfords
still call Tennison their church home.
Sarah Shelton shared this photo of Angela and
Marvin’s wedding day in 1982. She recalled that the
high school sweethearts worked mighty hard to convince her to allow 18 year old Angela to wed.
Pastor Von Dawson presided at the event —again!
Tennison Tower
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

The Finance Committee is providing this monthly update to keep all members wellinformed about the church’s financial situation. Your contributions make a big difference to the programs and ministries we support in addition to keeping our buildings
operating and appropriately staffed. Prayerfully consider how you can help.

APPORTIONMENTS OWED
At the end of July, we were $11,717.83
under budget on spending. However, this
is because we did not pay apportionments
during the summer.
As of August 22,2022, Tennison still owes
$22,206 in apportionments for the year.

The Amazon Smile program donates a
percentage of your purchases to Tennison, with no additional cost to you or
the church! Click the link to get started.

L. Jeani Guest, Finance Secretary
finance@tennisonumc.org
Cell: 903-767-3415

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/756003142

ORGAN CONCERT— OCT. 9

HEALTH FAIR SLATED FOR OCT. 15

Noted organist Charles Gilbert will
perform an organ concert in our
sanctuary on Oct. 9.

Vital screening services will be available
all day in the TMAC during the annual
community-wide health fair.
Titus Regional Medical Center will coordinate the medical tests and staff needed to
serve the community. Tennison will arrange to pay for flu shots in addition to
providing the venue.
Nutrition and health information will be
provided at a number of booths from various vendors.
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PICNIC IN THE TMAC

Our church family enjoyed
an indoor picnic Aug. 14 to
celebrate back-to-school
and enjoy some relaxed
time together.
Gary Oliver grilled the
burgers and hot dogs with
help from many members
of the Fellowship Sunday
School class.
Thanks to the Worship
Committee for organizing
this fun event.

EMBROIDERED 175TH LOGO
Get the 175th anniversary logo embroidered
on a shirt, apron or other item.
Barbara Davey has the equipment to create
these wearable reminders of our celebration.
Contact her at 903-353-1790 for pricing and
details.
She’ll put her husband, Dave, to work!
SHEPHERDS SEEK THEIR FLOCKS
Yvonne Hampton met Aug. 21 with volunteer shepherds
who will make regular contact with members and offer
prayer and encouragement.

Tennison Tower
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Ladies,

Please, send your RSVP to tearsvp18@gmail.com by Sept. 18

Tennison Tower
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PRAYERS NEEDED
Read Pearson, Kelly & Shiles Hubbell, Joe
Sandlin, Melba Spann, Art Scharlach, Dr. Randy
Hodge, Bobby Joe Spearman, Vickie Greenlee,
Carolyn Hampton, Cathy Peters, Margaret Thigpen, Sue Sandlin, Kede Van Dyck, Nancy Chambers Oddy, Ronnie Russell, Jan Cross. Confined
to home: Ralph and Dolly Denny, Jerry and Barbara Wesson.

ANNIVERSARIES

TITUS COUNTY READS

SIGAL, Barbara & Steve (14)
09/14

Corprew Elementary School is seeking volunteers who will read to first graders.
If you can share your reading skills once a week
and encourage a child to love reading, you’re
qualified to help.
Contact the Assistant
Principal Tiffani Powell at 903-434-8751
to get an application.

KIRK, Ken & Linda (56) 09/02
HAMPTON, Gerald & Yvonne (59)
09/07
WESSON, Jerry & Barbara (61)
09/09
GRISSOM, Tom & Karla (30)
09/12

HEARRON, Josh & Tiffany (15)
09/22
MILLS, David & Corey (18)
09/25
BIRTHDAYS
HEARRON, Tiffany

09/01

HEARRON, Katie

09/04

HOLDER, Rose

09/04

RUSSELL, Tayler

09/04

SHELTON, Sarah

09/04

MCCARVER, Tracy

09/05

SANDERS, Wayne

09/05

WHITE, Wanda

09/12

HEARRON, Piper

09/13

PRICE, Ethan

09/13

CONTACT US
Church office: (903) 572-5341
Mail address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

BURTON, Laura

09/14

SHELTON, Colton

09/16

SPRINGSTEAD, Beverley

09/16

TAYLOR, Leigh

09/16

Pastor: Rev. Tommy Earl Burton,
pastor@tennisonumc.org
Administrative Assistant & Tennison Tower editor:
Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org
Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest,
finance@tennisonumc.org
Music Director: David Mills,
music@tennisonumc.org
Children’s Director: Corey Mills,
children@tennisonumc.org
Youth Director: Liz Sanders Sigal,
youth@tennisonumc.org

MCDANIEL, Marc

09/17

PRICE, Anna

09/18

NUCHOLS, Tom

09/22

TURNER, George

09/22

DENNY, Dolly

09/23

GUEST, Jeani

09/25

HOLT, Gloria

09/25

GUEST, Charlie

09/30

MEANS Jr., Bill

09/30

PFEFFER, Mary

09/30

She will pair you
with a student and
set a schedule when
you can meet each
week with a child.
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