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TENNISON  October  2022  

TOWER  

Tennison Memorial United Methodist Church 

313 N Church Street, Mount Pleasant TX 75455 

903.572.5341 ~ www.tennisonumc.org 

“So That” 

 

In his book “Bearing Fruit: Ministry with Real 

Results,” Lovett Weems has a chapter dedicat-

ed to what he calls the two most powerful 

words in church leadership: “So That.”  

He asked some church leaders to complete the 

following sentence (and I am paraphrasing): 

Why do we have vacation bible school?  

Some of the answers he got seemed pretty 

funny! “We have VBS, so that the kids will get 

the wonderful experience of going to VBS!” 

“We have VBS, so that our kids will get to 

have a whole lot of fun at VBS!” 

Lovett Weems used one of my favorite verses, 

Matthew 5:16, to make his point: “In the 

same way, let your light shine before others, 

so that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Father in heaven.” Notice 

the words “so that?”  God calls us, through 

our words and deeds, to let our light shine, 

“so that” others will be made more aware of 

God!  

Why do we have Sunday school? Why do we 

have Sunday worship? Why do we have bible 

study? Why do we have a Wednesday night 

meal? Why do we have children’s ministry? 

Why do we have youth? Why do we build 

wheelchair ramps? Why do we have vacation 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
Pastor Tommy Earl Burton 

 (cont’d. on pg. 2) 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Enjoy our worship videos, posts and 

messages on email, YouTube, Face-

book and on the church website: 

www.youtube.com 

www.facebook.com/tennisonumc 

www.tennisonumc.org 

News just for youth can be found at: 

facebook.com/tennisonyouth 

LET’S WORSHIP TOGETHER 
Join us Sunday morning at 10 a.m. 
for inspiring worship in the sanctuary. 
Sermons are posted Wednesday at 
noon on www.tennisonumc.org. 

OCTOBER EVENTS 

Oct. 4 Worship Comm., 11:30 

Oct. 4 Trustees, 6 pm 

Oct. 9 Organ Concert, 5 pm 

Oct. 12-19 Pastor’s vacation 

Oct. 15 Health Fair, 8-11 am 

Oct. 17 Finance, 4 pm 

Oct. 27 Admin. Board, 6 pm 

 

Weekly schedule: 

Sun. 9 Sunday School 

 10 Worship 

 11:15 Discernment Mtg. 

 4 Youth & Kids 

  Pastor’s Bible Study 

  Praise Band 

 5 Chancel Choir 
 

Tues. 10 Bible Study 
 

Wed. 5:30 Midweek Meal 

 6:30 Prayer Mtg. 

 7 Bible Study 

https://tennisonumc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRIw9lQ8lqKT2Nvj-UYtEA
http://www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
http://www.tennisonumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/tennisonyouth/
http://www.tennisonumc.org
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bible school? Why do we take our kids to 

church camp? Why do we, and you, … fill 

in the blank! All of our ministries exist “so 

that” we can make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the 

world!  

Lovett Weems is right. “So that” are two 

of the most powerful words for church 

leadership! The mission of Tennison Me-

morial United Methodist Church is to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world! Will you al-

low God to use you and your God-given 

gifts and talents to point the way to 

Christ? God has gifted us, blessed us, 

prepared us, and called us “so that” we 

could make disciples of Jesus Christ! 

Amen!  

In Christian love, 

Rev. Tommy Earl Burton 

pastor@tennisonumc.org, 903.826.3211 

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.) DISCERNMENT PERIOD UPDATE 

The Administrative Board called a series 

of meetings beginning Sept. 18 to discern 

the future path of Tennison Memorial 

United Methodist Church. 

Open meetings will be held each Sunday  

in October at 11:15 a.m. in the sanctuary 

to discuss our issues. Questions from 

church members are invited. 

The discernment process does not auto-

matically lead to a vote but, if a vote is 

needed, it will take place Nov. 6 at 5 p.m. 

Tennison’s annual  

Charge Conference  

will be held at 5 p.m. 

Sunday, Nov. 6 

in the sanctuary 

just for kids 
Sunday School: 9-9:45 a.m. 

Kids’ Sunday Worship: 10:15-11:05 a.m. 

Kids’ Sunday Bible Study: 4-6 p.m. (meal included) 
 

In Sunday school, we are beginning a study of parables. We need an additional Sunday 

school teacher for our younger class. If you, or someone you know, is willing to serve 

our church in this way, please let me know. 

In Kids’ Worship, we are focusing on giving. We are learning how we can give to the 

church and to others. Monetary giving is important, but service is equally important. 

During Kids’ Bible Study, we are going to memorize scripture. There will be a scripture 

of the week and prizes for those who are able to recite passages from memory. 

All God's children have a place at Tennison and so do you! 

Love and blessings,  

Mrs. Corey 

903-746-5484 

mailto:pastor@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello,%20Tommy%20Earl
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SCOTT AND LAURIE REDFEARN 

On July 10, Tennison welcomed four new 

members. Scott and Laurie Redfearn 

joined at the same time their daughter, 

Kennedy, and her husband, Josh Moore, 

joined. 

Their daughter, Cassie, and son-in-

law ,Jey Yancey, have been members 

since 2015 and have two children. 

Scott has already been active as a scrip-

ture reader on Sunday mornings. 

JOSH AND KENNEDY MOORE 

Ryann Kennedy Moore was baptized Sept. 

11 by Rev. Tommy Earl Burton. She was 

born May 8, 2022. Her proud parents, 

Josh and Kennedy Moore, joined the 

church on July 10. 

 
CHARLES GILBERT 

ORGAN CONCERT—OCT. 9 

SANCTUARY— 5 PM 



 

Tennison Tower October 2022 pg. 5 

EASY GIVING 

You can easily make a contribution to the 

church budget to help recover from our 

summer air conditioning costs. 

To make a payment by phone, call our Fi-

nance Secretary, Jeani Guest, at 

903.572.5341 on Monday. Have your bank 

account number or a credit card handy. 

You can also Donate Online securely on 

our website www.tennisonumc.org 

The Amazon Smile program donates a 

percentage of your purchases to Ten-

nison, with no additional cost to you or 

the church! Click the link to get started. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/75-

6003142 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

The Finance Committee is providing this monthly update to keep all members well-

informed about the church’s financial situation. Your contributions make a big differ-

ence to the programs and ministries we support in addition to keeping our buildings 

operating and appropriately staffed. Please, prayerfully consider how you can help. 

FALL FAITH FESTIVAL 

Sunday, October 30 

Games 4—5:30  

Supper 5:30—6  

We need candy!  

Please donate by Oct. 23 

Play with us! 

We need help with games! 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YSWK/home
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/75-6003142
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/75-6003142
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Hats Off to the Women of Tennison 

From the earliest days of  our church, women 

have been instrumental in its growth and ministries. An afternoon 

tea in their honor celebrated their 

achievements Sept. 25. 

Judy Hamilton, chair of 

Martha Ministries 

Sue Sandlin and Gloria Holt 

Mollie Means 
Jane Scharlach and 

Debbie Thompson 

Betty Russell and Marian Reed 

Antique china purchased by the ladies of Tennison and used  

at their frequent social events in past years was placed on display. 

Suzy Boatner, Co-Chair 

175th Anniversary Task Force 

Goldie Vaughn’s Creative Catering Company served mock cham-

pagne with strawberries, hot berry tea, cucumber sandwiches, 

black brie fillo, tomato and basil sandwiches, asparagus and egg 

salad wraps and towers of  treats. 

Planning committee members (l-r): Judy Hamilton, 

Mary Hearron, Gloria Holt, Mollie Means, Deloris 

O’Connor and Dorothy McCarver hosted the event. 
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REMEMBER 

the history of our church. 

REJOICE  

in the celebration of our church. 

REACH  OUT 

for the renewal of our church. 

TENNISON FAMILY HISTORY 

James Booker Tennison was born in Georgia in 1846. His father brought the family to 

Texas in the late 1850’s before the Civil War. They settled east of Mt. Pleasant in the 

Union Hill community. James Booker Tennison was known to his friends as “Booker.” 

Not too long after the Civil War started he enlisted in the Confederate Army and partici-

pated in practically all of the battles that the Army of Tennessee engaged in. He was 

one of the youngest soldiers in the Confederate Army and was a survivor.  

Following the Civil War, Booker Tennison returned to Titus County and began farming in 

the Union Hill community. Shortly thereafter, he married Josephine Tabb. He was suc-

cessful in farming and bought several hundred acres of land. Around 1885 he moved 

with his family to Mt. Pleasant and went into the hardware business on the north side of 

the courthouse square. His two sons, Morgan and Booker, Jr., were in business with 

him. They later sold this hardware business 

and bought the tele- phone exchange. After a 

few years they went back into the hardware 

business on the east side of the square. Later, 

they went into metal manufacturing in Texar-

kana and Houston and became wealthy pro-

ducing galvanized tubs and buckets. 

The Tennison family was always very closely 

associated with the Methodist church in Mt. 

Pleasant. Booker, Jr. and Morgan Tennison 

made a gift of $15,000 to build the 

church on the east side of the railroad tracks 

and the church was named for them. 

Their sister, Georgia Tennison, didn’t give up. She had often been upset while waiting 

for trains that caused her to be late to church. In her will she gave a sum of money to 

build a new Methodist church on the west side of the railroad tracks with a sanctuary on 

level ground. This church was built and became St. Andrew United Methodist Church. It 

chartered on Dec. 6, 1964. 

Excerpt from history by Randy Presley  
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CONTACT US 
 

Church office: (903) 572-5341 

Mail address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

Pastor: Rev. Tommy Earl Burton,  

 pastor@tennisonumc.org 

Administrative Assistant & Tennison Tower editor:  

 Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org 

Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, 

  finance@tennisonumc.org 

Music Director: David Mills,  

 music@tennisonumc.org 

Children’s Director: Corey Mills,  

 children@tennisonumc.org 

Youth Director: Liz Sanders Sigal,  

 youth@tennisonumc.org 

ANNIVERSARIES 

SHELTON, Chris & Tammy (18) 

10/16 

STRUBE, Ramsey & Heather (11) 

10/22 

COBB, Mac & Jan (27) 10/28 

BIRTHDAYS 

BOATNER, Jerry  10/02 

NUCHOLS, Galand  10/03 

WARD, Monty 10/05 

THOMPSON, Debbie  10/07 

COBB, Jan 10/08 

HAMPTON, Yvonne  10/12 

SHELTON, Tammy  10/14 

WALKER, Ashley 10/17 

BOATNER, Suzy  10/20 

MCCARVER, Dorothy 10/20 

BEASON, Elaine 10/22 

HAIRSTON, Pete 10/23 

TAYLOR, Chessy  10/23 

DURRUM Jr., Frank  10/25 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

Elaine Beason, Carson Bell, George Turner, Sue 

Hall, Barbara Caldwell, Scott Sloan, Read Pear-

son, Kelly & Shiles Hubbell, Joe Sandlin, Melba 

Spann, Art Scharlach, Dr. Randy Hodge, Vickie 

Greenlee, Carolyn Hampton, Sue Sandlin, Kede 

Van Dyck, Nancy Chambers Oddy, Ronnie Rus-

sell, Jan Cross. Confined to home: Ralph and 

Dolly Denny, Jerry and Barbara Wesson. 

INTER-CHURCH PRAYER MEETING 

Join others in the community for the Inter-Church 

Prayer Meeting, Oct. 20 at 10 a.m. in Bridges 

Chapel Methodist. Area churches take turns host-

ing those who attend and all are welcome. The 

purpose of the meetings is to pray for individuals, 

Mt. Pleasant, and neighboring towns. 

HONOR LOVED ONES WITH MEMORIAL GIFTS  

It’s easy to give a lasting memorial gift honoring a 

friend or loved one. Your gift can be designated 

for a specific area of ministry or the General Fund. 

Just contact the church office in one of these 

ways: 

903.572.5341  

finance@tennisonumc.org 

PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 

mailto:pastor@tennisonumc.org?subject=Question%20for%20pastor
mailto:admin@tennisonumc.org?subject=Question%20for%20Admin.%20Assistant
mailto:finance@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:music@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello%20to%20Music%20Director
mailto:children@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello%20to%20Children's%20Director
mailto:Youth@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello%20to%20Youth%20Director

