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“Thank You and God Bless” 

 
In Acts 15:36-40 we read: 
 

“36 After some days Paul said to Barnabas, 

‘Come, let us return and visit the believers in 

every city where we proclaimed the word of 

the Lord and see how they are doing.’ 37 Bar-

nabas wanted to take with them John called 

Mark. 38 But Paul decided not to take with 

them one who had deserted them in Pamphyl-

ia and had not accompanied them in the work. 
 

39 The disagreement became so sharp that 

they parted company; Barnabas took Mark 

with him and sailed away to Cyprus. 40 But 

Paul chose Silas and set out, the believers 

commending him to the grace of the Lord.” 

 

Paul and Barnabas had a disagreement, and 

soon it became evident that they could not 

travel the same path together. God was call-

ing Barnabas to take John, called Mark, with 

him, and Paul felt that God was calling Paul to 

take Silas with him. Even though it is not stat-

ed that way, I believe it was God who called 

them to go in different directions. 

 

As my time here at Tennison is now at an end, 

I believe that it is God who is calling us to go 

in different directions. God is calling me to 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
Pastor Tommy Earl Burton 

 (cont’d. on pg. 2) 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Enjoy our worship videos, posts and 

messages on email, YouTube, Face-

book and on the church website: 

www.youtube.com 

www.facebook.com/tennisonumc 

www.tennisonumc.org 

News just for youth can be found at: 

facebook.com/tennisonyouth 

LET’S WORSHIP TOGETHER 
 

Join us Sunday morning at 10 a.m. 

for inspiring worship in the sanctuary. 

DECEMBER EVENTS 

Dec.  6 Lay Leadership, 10 a.m. 

Dec.  6 Trustees, 6 p.m. 

Dec.  7 Angel tree gifts due 

Dec. 10 Orchestra concert 

Dec. 11 Children’s Program, 10 am 

Dec. 19 Finance, 4 p.m. 

Dec. 29 Admin. Board, 6 p.m. 

Bring wrapped Angel Tree gifts by 

Dec. 7  and don’t forget the tags! 

https://tennisonumc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRIw9lQ8lqKT2Nvj-UYtEA
http://www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
http://www.tennisonumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/tennisonyouth/
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leave, and God is calling you to stay. And 

before I leave, I want to thank you for the 

many ways that you have loved me and 

my family!  

 

You all have been a blessing to us!  

I also want to bless you before I leave.  

I want God to bless us all!  

 

I not only want my new ministry setting 

to flourish, I want Tennison Memorial 

UMC to flourish as well! I pray that this is 

the beginning of a revival for you and for 

me!  

 

So, until we meet again, may the bless-

ings of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

be with us and remain with us, now and 

forever, amen! 

 

In Christian love, 

Rev. Tommy Earl Burton 

903.826.3211 

From the Pastor’s desk (cont’d.) TENNISON REMAINS IN THE UMC 

The annual charge conference in the Ten-

nison sanctuary was presided over by Dis-

trict Superintendent Rev. Karen Jones on 

Nov. 6. 

Customary agenda items included approv-

ing the pastor’s salary, lay leadership ros-

ter and continued service of certified lay 

ministry candidate Janice Roesler. 

In addition, a resolution was read by Ad-

ministrative Board Chair Gerald Hampton 

which recommended that the congrega-

tion vote on whether or not to disaffiliate 

from The United Methodist Church. 

The District Superintendent conducted the 

vote in which 103 ballots were cast. There 

were 66 votes for disaffiliation and 37 

votes against disaffiliation.  

The Texas Annual Conference specified 

that the resolution would only be adopted 

if two-thirds of the members present vot-

ed in favor. That required 69 votes, so the 

resolution failed by three votes. 

As a result, Tennison remains a congrega-

tion in The United Methodist Church. 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

If you wish to join the congregation, 

please speak to the pastor so you can be 

officially recognized during a Sunday wor-

ship service and welcomed. 

If you wish to be removed from member-

ship in this congregation, please send an 

email to admin@tennisonumc.org. Written 

documentation is preferred instead of a 

phone call. 

Promptly notify the church office if you 

have a new phone number, email or ad-

dress. 

Updated digital copies of the church direc-

tory will be distributed by email as they 

become available. 

Rev. Tommy Earl Burton and his wife, Laura,  

have decided  to join the new Global Methodist 

Church denomination. Rev. Burton began his 

ministry at Tennison on Nov. 3, 2021 and 

preached his final sermon here Nov. 27, 2022. 

mailto:admin@tennisonumc.org
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

2023 is rapidly approaching! In order to more accurately reflect our giving totals, as 

well as prepare for the effects of rising maintenance costs and utilities due to inflation, 

the Finance Committee and Staff Parish Relations Committee have agreed to aggressive 

budget cuts to take place in the new year. 

These include approximately $34,000 in reductions across salaries, including some po-

sitions reverting to volunteer status. The general budget includes items such as: 

maintenance, utilities, insurance, federal wage taxes, salaries, and lawn care. 

Look for the insert in December’s bulletins for your opportunity to pledge your financial 

support for next year’s general budget.  

In addition, please deliver any remaining contributions to the church office (or donate 

online) by noon on Monday, December 26th in order for them to appear on your contri-

bution statement for 2022. 

 

L. Jeani Guest, Finance Secretary 

finance@tennisonumc.org 

Office: 903-572-5341, Cell: 903-767-3415 

just for kids 
Sunday School: 9-9:45 a.m. 

Christmas season is finally here and that means spending time with God 

and our families. We will continue with Sunday school, however we are go-

ing to have our kids’ worship and Bible study take a break for the holidays. 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas! 
 

The children's Christmas program will be on December 11th. The children 

are excited to share the story of Christmas with their church family! 

All God's children have a place at Tennison and so do you! 
Love and blessings, Mrs. Corey 

903-746-5484 

Margaret Thigpen (left) presents cross and flame pendants to 

children who serve as acolytes during worship services. 
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OUR FORMER PASTORS 

Two of Tennison’s former 

pastors attended the 175th 

anniversary luncheon. 

Rev. Jim Ross (at far left) 

with his wife, Karen, served 

our church from 1986-1991 

and now live in Neosho, MO. 

Rev. John Avon “Von” Daw-

son (at far right) and his 

wife, Marty, served Tennison 

from 1981-1985 and now 

live in Reklaw, TX. 

 

MEMBERS FOR 50+ YEARS 

Those who attended the 175th anniversary luncheon and have been members of Ten-

nison for at least 50 years were recognized and celebrated. Pictured are: (standing, 

from left) Sue Sandlin, Joe Sandlin, Julie Loveless, Sue Hall, Dorothy McCarver, Dick 

McCarver, Bird Old III, Bobby Joe Spearman, Mollie Means and Bill Means. 

Seated are (from left) Carol Anderson, Joyce Roach Sarah Shelton, Shirley Ann Bowers, 

Patsy Hill, Charles Barry and Gloria Holt. 
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SHE’S OUR WINNER! 

This picture was taken Nov. 18 at the 

NTCC Foundation Scholarship Brunch.  

Sue Sandlin (left) and Jane Scharlach 

(right), representing Martha Ministries of 

Tennison Memorial UMC, are pictured with 

Bania Beltran-Regalado of Mt. Pleasant 

who is this year’s winner of a $500 schol-

arship. 

70% of NTCC students depend on receiv-

ing financial aid for college. This scholar-

ship has been given by the women of Ten-

nison since 1984.  

Bania is taking classes to become a nurse. 

She is a very focused young woman who 

has always wanted to be a nurse because 

she wants “to take care of people.” Her 

goal is to be known as a “kind, helpful and 

loving nurse.” 

Martha Ministries will help her succeed. 

BE SOMEONE’S ANGEL 

Be an angel for a deserving child in our 

town. The tags on our angel tree are for 

children in needy families in Mt. Pleasant. 

Please take an angel tag (or two!) from 

our tree in the narthex. Have fun shopping 

for the items listed on the tag and be gen-

erous.  

Expect to spend $100 per child. If that’s 

too much, split the cost with a friend and 

shop together. You’ll have fun — and the 

kids won’t know how many secret Santas 

they have. 

Bring the wrapped gifts to the church by 

Dec. 7 so they can be delivered on time. 

If you would like to adopt an angel but are 

not able to shop and wrap your gifts, you 

may give your donation to Mary Hearron 

(903 466-1435) or Debbie McClenan (903 

466-1236) and the shopping and gift-

wrapping will be done for you.  



 

Tennison Tower December 2022 pg. 6 

CONTACT US 
 

Church office: (903) 572-5341 

Mail address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

Pastor: (to be announced) 

 pastor@tennisonumc.org 

Administrative Assistant & Tennison Tower editor:  

 Melissa Pearson, admin@tennisonumc.org 

Finance Secretary: Jeani Guest, 

  finance@tennisonumc.org 

Music Director: David Mills,  

 music@tennisonumc.org 

Children’s Director: Corey Mills,  

 children@tennisonumc.org 

Youth Director: Liz Sanders Sigal,  

 youth@tennisonumc.org 

ANNIVERSARIES 

THIGPEN, Buddy & Margaret 

(28) 12/03 

MCDANIEL, Marc & Lisa (46) 

12/18 

SCHARLACH, Art & Jane (59) 

12/21 

OKOLO, Chris & Esther (30) 

12/23 

ROACH, Jon (36) 12/26 

BOATNER, Jerry & Suzy (16) 

12/29 

BIRTHDAYS 

WOODROW, Chris 12/01 

RUSSELL, Ronnie 12/02 

KIRK, Ken 12/04 

HAMPTON, Gerald 12/05 

OLD III, Bird 12/08 

HEARRON, Mary 12/10 

HODGE, Randy 12/10 

DANNER, Craig 12/12 

ROACH, Jon 12/14 

JOHNSON, Carl 12/15 

OKOLO, Chris 12/16 

SANDERS, Jeanette 12/16 

ANDERSON, Carol 12/18 

BRUSH, Mavis 12/27 

SANDLIN, Sue 12/31 

STRUBE, Heather 12/31 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

Family of Susannah Nuchols-Miller, Jan 

Greenlee, family of Robby Bragg, Beverly 

Florey Kelly, Virginia Gatlin, Gerald B. 

Testing, Carson Bell (son of Rebecca and 

Jason Bell), George Turner, Sue Hall, Read 

Pearson, Joe Sandlin, Melba Spann, Dr. 

Randy Hodge, Vickie Greenlee, Carolyn 

Hampton, Sue Sandlin, Kede Van Dyck, 

Nancy Chambers Oddy, Ronnie Russell, 

Jan Cross. Confined to home: Jerry & Bar-

bara Wesson and Sandra & Christopher 

Engelhardt. 

The Amazon Smile program donates a percent-

age of your purchases to Tennison, with no ad-

ditional cost to you or the church!  

Click the link to get started: 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/75-6003142 

mailto:pastor@tennisonumc.org?subject=Question%20for%20pastor
mailto:admin@tennisonumc.org?subject=Question%20for%20Admin.%20Assistant
mailto:finance@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello
mailto:music@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello%20to%20Music%20Director
mailto:children@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello%20to%20Children's%20Director
mailto:Youth@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello%20to%20Youth%20Director
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/75-6003142

