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GETTING TO KNOW PASTOR MARK 

I’m thankful for the opportunity to greet you 

in this newsletter. Let me start by saying how 

grateful we are to have met some of you on 

November 22 and how much we are looking 

forward to meeting all of you in the weeks to 

come. 

As our work in Tennison Memorial UMC be-

gins, we are looking forward to joining with 

the congregation in its work for the Kingdom 

of God.  Let me take this opportunity to share 

a little about my family and me.  

My call to ordained ministry began while I was 

in high school. During my summers, I worked 

at camps leading different activities and play-

ing my guitar at campfires and worship ser-

vices.  It was during these services I began to 

feel God leading me to become a pastor. 

Following other inclinations, upon graduation 

from high school, I went to Texas A&M and 

studied electronics.   

A week after graduating from Texas A&M in 

August 1987, I married the love of my life, 

Nancy.   She and I met in kindergarten and 

attended school together.  

While we were good friends in high school, we 

didn’t begin a serious dating relationship until 

our freshman year of college.   

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Pastor Mark McClanahan 

 (cont’d. on pg. 2) 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Enjoy our worship videos, posts and 

messages on email, YouTube, Face-

book and on the church website: 

www.youtube.com 

www.facebook.com/tennisonumc 

www.tennisonumc.org 

LET’S WORSHIP TOGETHER 
 

Join us Sunday morning at 10 a.m. 

for inspiring worship in the sanctuary. 

JEANI GUEST HAS NEW DUTIES 

Finance Secretary Jeani Guest will al-
so serve as the Administrative Assis-
tant beginning Jan. 1. Stop into the 
church office and welcome her to this 
new combined role of service. 

https://tennisonumc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRIw9lQ8lqKT2Nvj-UYtEA
http://www.facebook.com/tennisonumc
http://www.tennisonumc.org
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During the early years of our marriage, I worked first as an air sampler and then a field 

engineer for distributed control computers. During this work I continued to feel God’s 

call to become a pastor.  

In February 1995, as a family we started pursuing that call and the transition from sec-

ular employment to serving as a pastor in the church.   

August 1995 saw four native Houstonians (Nancy, our two older children, and me) 

packing everything we could into a cattle trailer and driving from Houston to Harpers 

Ferry, West Virginia where we lived the next five years while I attended Wesley Theo-

logical Seminary in Washington, DC.  Biblical Studies was my emphasis in seminary. 

After graduating from seminary in May 2000, we returned to Texas as a family of five. 

In July 2001, we became a family of six. 

My previous appointments are Normangee-Flynn (2018-2022), Van (2014-2018), 

Needville-Orchard (2010-2014), Linden (2003-2010) and Longview Greggton Associate 

(2000-2003). 

Nancy is a full-time, remote employee for Mercy Ships where she is the Lead Digital 

Gifts Specialist in the Donor Services Department. She has worked for Mercy Ships 

since March 2015. 

Nancy and I are blessed with four children John (29), Kelly (27), Mollie (23), and Caleb 

(21).  Mollie and Caleb will be living with us in the parsonage.  Mollie just graduated 

from UNT and Caleb just graduated from high school.  Kelly lives outside Baltimore, 

Maryland.  John lives in Lindale, Texas. 

We look forward to meeting you all! 

Pastor Mark 

From the Pastor’s Desk (cont’d.) 

Pastor Mark McClanahan 

and his wife, Nancy, pose 

with their four children: 

John - red shirt,  

Kelly - blue shirt,  

Mollie - white shirt, 

Caleb - green shirt 
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MEET THE NEW PASTOR 

Sign up for a small group meeting with our new pastor, Rev. Mark 

McClanahan. Groups will be limited to about six participants to allow eve-

ryone a chance to talk and get to know each other. 

Let the church office know which day and time you prefer by sending an 

email to the office at admin@tennisonumc.org or calling 903-572-5341. 

Scheduled times to meet in the Gathering Hall are: 

Thursday, Jan. 5 at 6 p.m. 

  Sunday, Jan. 8 at 3 p.m.   

  Sunday, Jan. 8 at 7 p.m. 

  Tuesday, Jan. 10 at 11 a.m. 

Tuesday, Jan. 10 at 6 p.m. 

Tuesday, Jan. 10 at 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Jan. 12 at 6 p.m. 

KINCADE HENRY GETS RODEO GOLD 

Kincade Henry, age 20, competed at the 

National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas, NV in 

early December.  

He placed first in two rounds of tie-down 

calf roping and garnered two gold belt 

buckles. In Round 5 he took first place 

with a time of 7.3 seconds. In Round 7, 

he improved his time and took first place 

in 7.1 seconds. He also placed second 

twice and sixth once.  

Kincade started roping at 13 years old 

and has set high goals for himself.  

“In 2023, my goal is to bring a World 

Championship back to Titus County,” he 

said. He is currently ranked ninth in the 

world standings of PRCA tie-down ropers. 

Kincade is the son of Melody and Chad 

Henry who joined our church in 2004.  

Kincade Henry, son of Melody and Chad Henry, 

achieved success at the 2022 National Finals 

Rodeo in the tie-down roping competition. 

mailto:admin@tennisonumc.org?subject=Meet%20the%20pastor
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IN MEMORIAM 

Nancy Chambers Oddy 

Nov. 12, 1935—Nov. 30, 2022 

 

Nancy Chambers Oddy died Nov. 30, 2022 

at the age of 87. 

She was born in Downing, MO on Nov. 12, 

1935. As a college student, she sang in 

many musicals and local bands. Her college 

summers were spent as a life guard at the 

Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado Springs, CO. 

After marrying Dr. George H. Chambers, 

she moved to Mt. Pleasant in 1964 and 

raised her children Brent, Joan and Heidi. 

Nancy was very active in the community 

and was eventually elected Woman of the 

Year. 

Nancy loved Tennison Memorial UMC and 

sang in the choir, helped publish two cook-

books and raised money for whatever the 

church needed. 

After her husband died in 1991, she moved 

to Dallas where she met and married Roy 

Brian Oddy. She volunteered at The Arbo-

retum and Dallas Theater Guild. 

After Roy passed away in 2019, she moved 

back to Mt. Pleasant to be closer to her 

family and friends. 

Nancy is survived by her daughters, Joan 

Suter and husband James Suter of Houston 

and Heidi Burrows and husband Dr. Bradley 

Burrows of Mt. Pleasant and her daughter-

in-law, Melissa Chambers of Mt. Pleasant. 

She is also survived by her 14 grandchil-

dren and 21 great grandchildren. 

The funeral service was held Dec. 3, 2022 

at Tennison Memorial United Methodist 

Church with burial following at Daingerfield 

Cemetery. 

IT ONLY TAKES A SPARK! 

Through the generosity of Tennison Me-

morial UMC, 32 children (ages 6 months 

to 12 years) were adopted by Christmas 

angels. Gifts of clothing and toys were 

provided to each child to help them cele-

brate the birth of Jesus and know that 

they are loved and cherished. 

The wrapped gifts were suggested by par-

ents who couldn’t afford to provide them. 

Children received warm jackets, shirts and 

pants in addition to coveted toys. One 9-

year old boy even got a brand new bike. 

E.C. Brice teacher Debbie McClenan, a 

reading specialist for grades 3 and 4 at 

the school, made church member Mary 

Hearron aware of the harsh realities facing 

many of the kids and their families. 

An angel tree in the narthex gave our con-

gregation a chance to play Santa. The re-

sult was a joyful Christmas for all. 

Communities in Schools coordinates the 

gift giving program in Mt. Pleasant. 

Jasmin Acuna (left), Communities in Schools coordinator, 

and Debbie McClenan, E.C. Brice teacher, smile their 

thanks for all the Christmas gifts that are hidden in the 

bags awaiting delivery to students’ homes. 
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DON’T FORGET YOUR PLEDGE 

The Finance Committee needs your pledge by January 15th so they can work from a re-

alistic budget. Please prayerfully consider how much you will contribute to the future of 

Tennison Memorial United Methodist Church.  

Your pledge is essential in deciding how many staff members to employ and which ser-

vices we can offer to our church family and our community. Be bold and be generous! 

You can pledge using the Donate Online tab on the church website. Or you can call the 

church office and ask for help setting up recurring payments for your pledge using a 

credit card. 

 

L. Jeani Guest, Administrative & Finance Secretary 

finance@tennisonumc.org 

Office: 903-572-5341, Cell: 903-767-3415 

Church website: www.tennisonumc.org 

just for kids 
Sunday School: 9-9:45 a.m. 

Please consider helping with the children’s worship program on Sunday 

morning. It is vital for there to be a second adult in the room at all times 

to make sure we comply with the Safe Sanctuary policy. By simply being 

present in the room, you are serving as a valuable volunteer. 

All God's children have a place at Tennison and so do you! 

Love and blessings, Mrs. Corey, 903-746-5484 

A creative version of the traditional Christmas story was told by Daniel Mills (at lectern). Children 

portrayed all the familiar characters of the tale from Joseph and Mary to the smallest shepherd. 

https://tennisonumc.org/
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2023 LAY LEADERSHIP AT TENNISON MEMORIAL UMC 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 

Administrative Board, Chair Luke Anderson 

Pastor Rev. Mark McClanahan 

Lay Leader Elaine Beason 

Lay Member to Annual Conference Bird Old III 

Alternate to Annual Conference Ric Springstead 

Staff/Parish Relations, Chair Mary Hearron 

Trustees, Chair Read Pearson 

Finance, Chair Bill Means 

Education, Chair Elaine Beason 

Evangelism, Chair Jerry Hearron 

Endowment, Chair Art Scharlach 

Missions, Chair Jan Roesler 

Children's Director Corey Mills 

Youth Director Elizabeth Sigal 

History & Archives, Chair Suzy Boatner 

Admin./Communications Jeani Guest 

Worship, Chair Suzy Boatner/Mollie Means 

XYZ Ministry, Chair Marian Reed 

At Large Member Jerry Boatner 

At Large Member Ric Springstead 

At Large Member  Jane Scharlach 

At Large Member  Jana Bowers 

 

People in the following positions are included on the Finance Committee: Finance chair, 

Lay member to annual conference, Administrative Board chair, SPR chair, Trustees 

chair, Lay Leader and Financial Secretary (non-voting). 

The Lay Leader is a voting member of every committee. 

The Pastor is a non-voting member of every committee and chair of the Lay Leadership 

Committee. 
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CONTACT US 
 

Church office: (903) 572-5341 

Mail address: PO Box 967, Mt. Pleasant TX 75456 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

Pastor: Rev. Mark McClanahan 

 pastor@tennisonumc.org 

Administrative Assistant/Finance Secretary:  

 Jeani Guest, admin@tennisonumc.org 

Music Director: David Mills,  

 music@tennisonumc.org 

Children’s Director: Corey Mills,  

 children@tennisonumc.org 

Youth Director: Elizabeth Sigal,  

 youth@tennisonumc.org 

ANNIVERSARIES 

DURRUM, JR., Frank & Carol (45) 

01/07 

HENRY, Chad & Melody (29) 

01/08 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

YANCEY, Jey 01/05 

ENGELHARDT, Christopher 01/11 

HARGROVE, Randy 01/11 

WOBICK, Bob 01/11 

TAYLOR, Pat 01/13 

SIGAL, Barbara 01/14 

MILLS, Corey 01/16 

HARGROVE, Madison 01/17 

HENRY, Chad 01/19 

MCGREGOR, Heather 01/20 

BARRY, Charles 01/26 

HEARRON, Jerry 01/30 

ANDERSON, Tasa 01/31 

CALDWELL, Barbara 01/31 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

Margaret Kirtley, Barbara Caldwell, Ronnie 

Russell, Jan Greenlee, Sue Hall, Joe 

Sandlin, Sue Sandlin, Melba Spann, Kede 

Van Dyck, Jan Cross, family of Kandy Farr, 

Randy Hodge, Jerry & Barbara Wesson, 

Sandra and Christopher Engelhardt. 

The Amazon Smile program donates a percent-

age of your purchases to Tennison, with no ad-

ditional cost to you or the church!  

Click the link to get started: 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/75-6003142 

INTER-CHURCH PRAYER MEETING 

Join others in the community for the Inter-Church 

Prayer Meeting, Jan. 19 at 10 a.m. at Greenhill 

Methodist, 2485 Green Hill Rd. in Mt Pleasant. 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

If you wish to join the congrega-

tion, please speak to the pastor 

so you can be officially recog-

nized during a Sunday worship 

service and welcomed. 

If you wish to be removed from 

membership, please send email 

to admin@tennisonumc.org. 

Written documentation is pre-

ferred instead of a phone call. 

Promptly notify the church office 

if you have a new phone number, 

email or address. 

Updated digital copies of the 

church directory will be distribut-

ed by email upon request. 

mailto:pastor@tennisonumc.org?subject=Question%20for%20pastor
mailto:admin@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello,%20Jeani
mailto:music@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello%20to%20Music%20Director
mailto:children@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello%20to%20Children's%20Director
mailto:Youth@tennisonumc.org?subject=Hello%20to%20Youth%20Director
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/75-6003142
mailto:admin@tennisonumc.org?subject=Membership%20change

